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FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 



OF THE 



AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 



The fourth Anniversary of this national institution was held in the Rev. 
Dr. McAuley's Church, Murray street, on Thursday evening, the 14th of May, 
The house was well filled with a highly respectable audience. In the absence 
of the President of the Union, Gen. Cocke, of Virginia, the chair was taken by 
£. C. Delavan, Esq. Chairman of the Executive Committee. Prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Mark Hopkins, D.D., President of Williams College, Mass. 
and an abstract of the report was read by the Rev. John Marsh, Correspond- 
ing Secretary. 

On motion, by S. V. 8. Wilder, Esq. of New- York, seconded by Professor 
Hough, of Middlebury College, it was 

Resolved, That the report be accepted and printed under the direction of the 
Executive Committee. 

The Rev. Dr. Humphrey, President of Amherst College, Mass., offered the 
following resolution : — 

Resolved, That the American Tempearnce Union contemplate with grati- 
tude to the All Wise Disposer of events, the continued advance of the cause 
of temperance among the nations of the earth, especially the late extraordinary 
movements in Ireland, which promise to deliver that beautiful island from the 
most degrading bondage. 

Dr. H. engrossed the attention of the audience for a considerable time, chiefly 
with the latter topic ; and, with a beauty and force of expression peculiarly his 
own, elaborately described the deep degradation of Ireland, naturally beautiful, 
and containing rich veins of intellect, but destroyed by intemperance, and 
the extraordinary national enthusiasm which was now throwing off the evil ; 
the work of Theobold Mathew— no, not of Theobold Mathew, but of a higher 
power, honoring him as the great instrument, and which called for our special 
thanksgivings to the Ruler of Nations. 

John Tappan, Esq. of Boston, offered the following resolution, which was 
seconded by Rev. Thornton A. Mills, of Cincincinnati, Ohio. 

Resolved, That the American Temperance Union feel a deep interest in the 
noble-hearted Irishmen who have made America their abode; and hope that the 
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•« Irish heart" here will respond to the call from sweet home, and that they will 
unanimously sign the pledge of total abstinence from all that intoxicates, and 
keep it when signed. 

The Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, Chancellor of the University of New 
York, offered the following resolution, which he sustained for half an hour 
with great ability. 

Resolved, That our confidence is unimpaired in the leading measures which 
have been pursued for the promotion of temperance in our country, and we do 
urge upon all our friends an active and untiring continuance of them ; more 
especially would we impress upon all, the importance of a firm and consistent 
example of total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors as a beverage. 

Nathan Crosby, Esq. of Boston, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the American Temperance Union regard the character of 
the recent reports of legislative committees as indicative of a great advance of 
our cause ; and though they have not advised to the action asked for by nume- 
rous memorialists, yet a uniform acknowledgement of the correctness of their 
principles, shows that the time may not be far distant when every legislature 
will shudder at patronizing and legalizing the sale of intoxicating drinks, and 
will, by suitable statutes, protect the community from its evil influences. 

The resolution was seconded by President Hopkins, of Williams College. 

Elisha Taylor, Esq. of Albany, chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
New York State Temperance Society, offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the reception given by the various Temperance Societies of 
Great Britain to the delegation of the American Temperance Union to their 
last anniversaries, was highly gratifying to the friends of temperance in Amer- 
ica ; and that we hope for the pleasure of soon welcoming to our shores some 
representatives of those noble associations which are fast working deliverance 
for our father land. 

The resolution was responded to in a speech of much animation by the Rev. 
Dr. Patton, of New York, one of the delegation. Dr. Patton moved, that the 
Executive Committee be directed to express the strong sympathies of the Ameri- 
can Temperance Union with the people of Ireland in their great temperance 
reform, and that our reports, publications, and congratulations be immediately 
forwarded to the Corresponding Secretary of the Irish Temperance Union. 

The resolution brought up Mr. Samuel Stewart, recently from Belfast, who, 
as a representative of the Emerald Isle, was received with much cheering. 
Mr. Stewart, in a neat and handsome speech, thanked the Americans for the in- 
terest they took in his native land, and gave a brief account of the rise and pro- 
gress of temperance there, especially of its recent wonderful advance under 
the Rev. Theobold Mathew in the south of Ireland. He fully confirmed the 
accounts in the public papers. 

The Rev. E. N. Kirk concluded the meeting with a short, but powerful 
speech on the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the resolution of the Executive Committee to call a National 
Temperance Convention in the summer of 1841, meets our full approbation, 
and that the time has arrived when we should hail with joy a Temperance 
Convention for the whole WORLD.* 

The blessing was pronounced by Dr. Humphrey. 

* Appendix A. 
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OPFIOBBS OF THB AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 

John H. Cocke, of Virginia, President 

Reuben EL Walworth, of New York, Lewis Cass, of Michigan, Mat- 
thew Newkirk,of Pennsylvania, Theodore Frelinghuysen, John Sav- 
age, of New York, Joseph Duncan, of Illinois, Samuel Hubbard, 
Lucius M. Sargent, Rev. Justin Edwards, D. D., of Massa- 
chusetts, Robert Lucas, of Iowa, R. T. Dunlap, of Maine, Rev. J. Roaf, 
of Upper Canada,Vic« Presidents. 

Edward C. Delavan, John Tappan, Theodore Frelinghuysen, John 
T. Norton, Christian Keener, John W. Leavitt, Executive Committee. 

Rev. John Marsh, and Dr. Lindon A. Smith, Secretaries. 

Jasper Corning, Treasurer. 

John Wheelwright, Auditor. 

Presidents and Secretaries of Societies constituting the American Temper- 
ance Union, for 1840. 

American Temperance Society. 

Samuel Hubbard, LL. D. President. , Cor. Sec. 

Maine Temperance Society — Anniversary, Feb. 20* 

Hon. R. T. Dunlap, President. Phineas fiarne*, Cor. See. 

Maine Temperance Union — Anniversary, Jan, 7. 

Hon. Asa Reddington, Presidnet Rev. Thomas Adams, Cor* Sec 

New Hampshire State Society — Anniversary, June 15. 
Hon. Joshua Darling, President. Rev. Edmund Worth, Cor. Sec* 

Vermont State Society — Anniversary, Oct. 23. 
Hon. Jona Loomis, President George B. Manser, Cor. Sec. 

Massachusetts State Society — Anniversary, May 26 •* 
Dr. John C. Warren, President. Dr. Walter Channing, Sec. 

Massachusetts Temperance Union — Anniversary, May 28. 
John Tappan, President James C. Converse, Cor. Sec. 

Rhode Island State Society — Anniversary, Nov, 20. 
Willam Aplin, Esq. President Charles Jewett, Cor. Sec 
Connecticut State Society — Anniversary, May, Sd Tuesday. 
Rev. Jeremiah Day, D.D. President. Rev. Herman Baldwin, Cor. Sec. 

New York State Society — Anniversary, Feb. 14. 
Hon. Reuben H. Walworth, President. Elisha Taylor, Cor. Sec. 

New Jersey State Society — Anniversary, Jan. 17. 
Stacy G. Potts, President. Dr. James B. Colman, Cor. Sec 
Pennsylvania State Society — Anniversary, May, 4th Tuesday 
Thomas Fleming, President David M'Clure, Sec. 

Delaware State Society — Anniversary, April 17. 
Hon. Willard Hall, President. Dr. Henry Gibbons, Cor. Sec. 

Maryland State Society — Anniversary, Feb. 28. 
Hon. Stevenson Archer, President C. R Taylor, Sec 
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Virginia State Society — Anniversary, Feb. 28. 

Gen. John H. Cocke, President. , Cor. Sec. 

Ohio State Society — Anniversary, Jan. 11. 
, President. P. B. Wilcox, Cor. Sec. 

Indiana State Society — Anniversary, Dec. 11. 
Jeremiah Sullivan, President. Joseph M. Moore, Cor. Sec. 

Michigan State Society — Anniversary, Feb. 11. 
J. S, Fitch, President. G. W. Clark, Cor. Sec. 

Kentucky Northern Temperance Union. 

Dr. Samuel Sharp, President. * Cor. Sec. 

Tennessee State Temperance Society. 
, President. , Cor. Sec. 

Illinois State Society — Anniversary, Dec. 5. 
Dr. B. F. Edwards, President. A. W. Corey, Cor. Sec. 

Missouri State Society — Anniversary^ eb. 5. 
H. R. Gamble, President Samuel Knox, Cor. Sec. 

Mississippi State Society. 
, President James Burke, Cor. S t ec. 

Louisiania State Society. 
Gen. J. B. Dawson, President S. P. Anderson, Cor. Sec. 

South Carolina State Society — Anniversary, Dec. 5. 
Hon. Job Johnston, President G. J. Snowden, Cor. Sec. 

Wisconsin Society — Anniversary, Feb. 18. 
Samuel Hinsman, President. S. A. Dwinell, Cor. Sec. 

Ipwa Society — Anniversary, Dec. 11. 
Robert Lucas, President Dr. J. M. Robertson, Cor. Sec. 

District of Columbia. 
Rev. Henry Sheer, D.D. President. J. Leech, Cor. Sec. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

American Temperance Union in account with Jasper 
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Cash paid out from Jan. 1, 1839 to Dec. 31. 
For paper and printing ..... 

Salaries, agents, rent, postage, discount, freight, fuel, &c. &c. 
Expenses in foreign countries .... 

Balance of account ..... 
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For Journals ... ... 
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JASPER CORNING, Treasurer. 
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REPORT 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



A distinguishing feature of the age in which we live, is a resolution 
to triumph over moral corruption ; a determination to break the chains 
of the worst of slavery, the slavery of degrading and destructive ani. 
malism. 

In the age of our childhood, America and France were each strug- 
gling for civil liberty. In this of our manhood, we hear a voice from 
China, from Africa, from the Isles of the Sea, from Ireland, from Brit* 
ain, from the cold regions of the North, from every part of our free and 
happy Republic, saying, we and ours will no longer be slaves to the 
poisonous drug, or the intoxicating cup. The movement is ONE, and 
it is mighty. If in our own land it has not, as in another, been national 
and borne onward with an enthusiasm which no benevolent enterprise 
has before enjoyed, still here it has, in the past year, steadily progressed, 
and gained, it is believed, a deeper and deeper hold of the affections of 
our countrymen. 

In presenting their fourth Annual Report, the Executive Committee 
feel it incumbent upon them, first of all to express their grateful ac- 
knowledgements to the Great Disposer of all events, that they are still 
permitted to live and labour in this great and blessed enterprise ; and 
then to present a brief statement of what has been done in the past year 
in the cause of temperance in each of the States composing the Union 
and in foreign countries. 

MAINS. 

In the State of Maine the cause has been well sustained by the Tem- 
perance Gazette, published at Augusta, under the patronage of the 
State Temperance Union. Two agents have been employed a consi- 
derable part of the year in travelling and lecturing. Rev. J. C. Love- 
joy, and Samuel Chipman, Esq., the gentleman who has distinguished 
himself by his careful investigations in the State of New York. Under 
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the labours of these gentlemen, a uniform willingness has been manifest- 
ed to adopt the comprehensive pledge. A State Convention was held at 
Augusta on the 3d of October, — an interesting meeting, at which it was 

Resolved, That legislative action is among the appropriate means 
demanded in the present state of our cause, to remove a portion of the 
evil of intemperance, which no other influence can reach or control ; and, 
that the suffrages of temperance men should aid in elevating those 
men to seats in our legislative councils, and those only, whose influence, 
in every capacity, in which they may be called to act, will be felt in 
favour of the temperance reform. 

A memorial to the Legislature, respectfully requesting that the 
license law be repealed, and a prohibitory law be enacted in its stead, 
was adopted and sent forth to the people for signatures. This memo- 
rial was returned to the Legislature numerously signed, but produc- 
ed no change in the existing law. 

On the 4th of February, the State Temperance Union held its Anni- 
versary. Two hundred and forty delegates were in attendance. The 
meeting embodied much of the talent of the State, and the discussions 
were of an high order. The subjects were, the foundations of tempo- 
ranee action ; the means of reachiog the mass of mind and removing ex- 
isting prejudice ; the importance of a consistent course of conduct in 
temperance men ; legislative action ; an hospital for drunkards, and the 
spirit rations in the U. S. Navy. On the latter subject, an able memo- 
rial was drafted and forwarded to Congress. From reports from 69 
towns in the State, it appeared that, in nearly all those towns, there were 
regularly organized temperance societies, about one half of which were 
on the total abstinence principle ; that in sixty of these towns, there are 
four hundred venders of ardent spirits either in stores or taverns, but 
that not more than one in forty of these are licensed. Thirty of the 
returns spoke of the cause as advancing, others as stationary or re- 
trograde. In relation to the influence of the reforms in the State at large, 
the answers were most interesting and heart-cfyeering. " Very happy," 
" very salutary," " most happy," " decidedly good," " great and glo- 
rious," are phrases used in the returns to express the results of the 
cause. 

The following resolutions were, with great unanimity, adopted at the 
meeting. 

1. Resolvedy That the Temperance Reform, like the religion of the 
gospel, has its foundation in truth, and consequently the one as cer- 
tainly as the other must ultimately prevail. 

2. Resolved, That, to extend the influence of the Temperance Re- 
form, we must not rest simply in the assurance that it is founded in 
truth : but means must be employed to bring this truth in contact with 
the whole mass .of mind. 

3. Resolved, That, on account of its religious bearings, the Tempe- 
rance cause is entitled to a prominent place in the efforts and prayers 
of every friend of Zion. 
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4. Resolved, That, in the light of political economy, this cause ia 
entitled to the serious attention of the statesman, as well as the chris- 
tian and philanthropist 

5. Resolved, That there is ground to expect important results from 
the faithful individual efforts of the friends of Temperance, even in re- 
claiming those who have become addicted to habits of intemperance. 

6. Resolved, That, notwithstanding the importance of individual ef- 
fort, associated action is essential to the complete triumph of this cause, 
and that no man does his whole duty, whose influence is not felt in an 
associated as well as an individual capacity. 

7. Resolved, That, in our associated efforts for staying the torrent 
and drying up the fountains of intemperance, we must never forget the 
pervading, though silent influence of individual character ; and, if we 
would be successful in any measures that may be adopted to reclaim 
the inebriate or restrain the retailer, we must see to it that they are 
prompted by a spirit of love, and backed by a life of consistency. 

8. Resolved, That a cause like this should never be suffered to lan- 
guish for want of pecuniary aid ; and every friend should feel it a pri- 
vilege as well as a duty, to contribute for its advancement. 

9. Resolved, That a correct public sentiment, on this as well as on 
every other subject, should be allowed to manifest itself in every suita- 
ble way ; that one of those ways is the establishment of good and whole- 
some laws ; that the best and most wholesome laws would be laws pro- 
hibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage ; and it is the de- 
liberate and solemn conviction of this Union, that it is the duty of wise 
and virtuous legislators to conform their action to this high standard, 
and as soon and as fast as it is practicable to establish such laws. 

In this State, temperance received a severe blow in the Aros* 
took expedition. Intemperance and war are kindred spirits. Where the 
latter reigns or is only contemplated, the former is sure to rage 
What one man can do, has been clearly and happily exemplified in this 
State. For several years this individual, (the Hon. S. M. Pond, of 
Bucksport,) has been untiring in his labours, sparing neither time', mo- 
ney, nor effort to purify the county in which he lives ; the result is, as 
clearly ascertained by recent investigations, that less liquor is sold in 
that whole county, than is sold in a single village in a population of 
8000 in another county, where very little effort has been made. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

In New-Hampshire, the cause has suffered, it is feared, a retrogade 
movement. In a recent address to its friends, the Secretary of the 
State Society, Edmund Worth, Esq., says, 

14 A few years since — we could muster a host of valiant cold water 
volunteers to fight king Alcohol, the deadly foe to human happiness ; 
but where are they now ? We fear our forces have suffered for want of 
suitable discipline and exercise ; that some of our officers have fallen 
asleep, and their soldiers have followed their example or deserted and 
2 
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left the service. We have not the numbers nor the influence, we fear, 
that we had at a former period. Facts may prove our fears to have 
been groundless ; we wish it may be so. But we are fully convinced 
that it is time for a general inspection and review throughout the State. 
There are hundreds who need to be revived — and as many more who 
appear to be fast asleep — many societies have become extinct, which 
need to be re-organized, and a new generation has come up which 
should be instructed and enrolled with the temperance ranks. There 
is a long neglected work in every town whieh is calling loudly for im- 
mediate attention. Will the friends of Temperance heed this call — 
are they ready to give it a hearty response ? 

The State Society is doing comparatively nothing. It has even been 
impracticable to give, in our annual Report, the state of the cause, for 
the want of suitable materials." 

A Young Men's Total Abstinence Society has, however, been active 
and given in some parts considerable furtherance to the cause ; and re- 
cent accounts speak of a cheering revival of its interest in several 
counties. 

VERMONT. 

In Vermont, the Temperance enterprise has done more than hold its 
own, though it has been much sacrificed to party politics. The la- 
bours of Mr. Samuel Chipman, employed for a considerable part of the 
year as a Temperance lecturer, and the circulation of the Temperance 
Star, an able periodical, have given much clearness and strength to the 
Temperance principle. Under their influence, the Churches are be- 
ginning to act with decision and efficiency, and there are three times 
as many Temperance hotels in the State as there were in 1838, and 
they are decidedly the best houses. The annual meeting of the State So- 
ciety was held at Montpelier on the 15th of October. It was an inte- 
resting meeting. In their memorial to the Legislature, the society said, 

That, in their opinion, the public good requires that the law autho- 
rising licenses for the sale of ardent spirits should be repealed. They 
have long regarded intemperance as one of the most serious evils which 
afflict our country. Legislative aid can be efficiently afforded by re- 
stricting or interdicting the traffic in ardent spirits. Those engaged in 
this traffic, reap a pecuniary harvest at the expense of the rest of commu- 
nity. What they thus accumulate, is taken from the pockets of their 
fellow-citizens without an equivalent ; nay, more— for the sake of pecu- 
niary profit, they are permitted to deluge the land with a flood of vice 
and crime, and to burden it with a load of taxes for the support of 
criminals and paupers, which they have manufactured. 

Your petitioners, therefore, desirous of being relieved from these bur- 
dens, and of seeing justice and virtue, and good order prevalent in this 
State> humbly request your honorable body to enact such laws as will, 
for the future, restrain this unjust and pernicious traffic. 

No legislative action was taken, but, the friends of the cause were 
able to say, as the present year opened upon them, 
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The commencement of the year 1840, finds the friends of temperance 
in Vermont at their posts. If the year just past has not been as re- 
markable for great advances in the cause among us, as some of the ear- 
lier years of the reform, when novelty contributed so largely to its lists 
of friends, yet we are confident that, taking the whole State together, 
the principles of temperance have been gaining ground among our peo- 
ple, and while these principles have been spreading over greater sur- 
face, they have also deepened as they have extended. A more solid 
and enduring basis has been laid." 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Massachusetts has, in the past as well as the previous year, been the 
seat of war. The law of 1838, making it penal for any individual to 
sell spirituous liquors in any quantity under fifteen gallons, met with 
violent hostility from a large class of men engaged in the trade ; and, 
being viewed by many as injurious to the political interests of the State, 
it was repealed by the last Legislature, and the State was thrown back 
upon the former statute, by which County Commissioners were autho- 
rised to license as many to sell spirituous liquor to be drank on the 
premises, as the public good, in their estimation, should seem to require. 

The high excitement produced by this opposition to the law, and its 
operation, upon the political interests of the men in power, have 
brought much reproach upon the cause of temperance ; yet it is be* 
lieved, that it has not materially diminished its strength in that State. 
The whole has led to a most useful investigation, and brought facts to 
light, which have powerfully affected the public mind ; the retail traffic, 
the cause of two-thirds of the crime and pauperism of the State, has, 
for a time, met the frown of public indignation, and been suppressed by 
public law ; and, if the friends of temperance have been foiled in what 
they considered a wise measure, they have not been deterred from the 
most zealous and untiring efforts for its continuance and spread. Their 
number and weight of character, give full assurance of their ultimate 
triumph. In a speech before the last Legislature, the Hon. Mr. Davis 
remarked, 

That it had been estimated, no doubt correctly, that the number of 
legal voters was about 123,000. During the last session, petitions had 
been received from 31,000 males over twenty-one years of age — and 
these petitions were from about one-half of the towns in the Common, 
wealth — and from various estimates it appeared that at least one-half 
of that number of persons, friendly to the law, might be counted on in 
the towns which sent in no petitions — making in all 45,000 legal voters, 
who have laboured night and day, in promoting the Temperance cause 
— or one-third of the whole number of voters. Among the members 
of the three religious denominations, where Temperance was regarded 
as of so much importance that no person was admitted as a member of 
the church who was engaged in the traffic, or in any way promoted the 
consumption of ardent spirits as a drink, might be reckoned 20,000 le. 
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gal voters. Besides this, there were 45,000 youth between the ages 
of five and twenty-one, who were regular attendants of Sabbath Schools, 
and who, owing to the instruction they thus received, were almost, with- 
oat exception, interested in the Temperance reform. Three thousand 
of these every year overstepped the line of minority, and were added 
to the legal voters of the Commonwealth. 

On the 12th of February, a more numerous Convention met in Bos* 
ton than was perhaps ever assembled in the United States, numbering 
1481 members. Of this Convention, the Hon. Samuel Hoar, recently 
member of Congress, was appointed President. 

Mr. Hoar, on taking the chair, said, " that the object of the Convention 
was to indicate the general course of measures, which it would be pro, 
per and expedient t® adopt by the friends of temperance at this time." A 
Committee was appointed to prepare business, of which Rev. Justin Ed- 
wards, was chairman. Never, perhaps, did a moral convention meet 
under more trying circumstances. Two successive Legislatures had 
made and sustained a law, which would sustain and carry forward a 
great moral reform. A third, with a new Governor, chosen by the en- 
emies of reform, had thrown open the floodgates of drunkenness, and it 
became now a serious question, what course the friends of temperance 
should pursue." The resolutions introduced by the Committee, all had 
reference to this state of things, and the discussions on these, took their 
shape from the views which gentlemen had of temperance action on 
the best interests of the Commonwealth. 

The Convention sat two days, discussing and adopting several im-. 
portant resolutions. Among these were the following. 

1. Resolved, That, under the Constitution of Massachusetts, * the 
people have a right, in an orderly and peaceable manner, to assemble 
and consult upon the common good,' and that, in the exercise of this 
right, this Convention has met, and will express their views upon the 
momentous interests involved in the Temperance reformation. 

2. Resolved, That we gratefully recognise the Divine goodness in 
directing the attention of the community so extensively to the numerous 
evils of using intoxicating liquor, as a beverage, or furnishing it to be 
used by others, and in leading such multitudes to abandon those vicious 
practices. 

3. Resolved, That, as the use of intoxicating liquor, as a beverage, 
is proved by numerous decisive facts to be not only needless but hurtful 
to the social, civil and religious interests of men, as it tends to form in- 
temperate appetites and habits, and thus destroy the happiness and use- 
fulness of many, and greatly to injure the community, it is the indispen-, 
sable duty of all to abstain from it. 

4. Resolved, That, as the sale of intoxicating liquor to be used as a 
beverage is as really needless as such use of it, and tends to promote 
and perpetuate the same evils, it ought to be universally abandoned. 

5. Resolved, That all legislation which has licensed the sale of in- 
toxicating liquor to be used as a beverage, was based upon the suppo-v 
sition that such use was required by the public good, and as that sup- 
position is now proved to. be erroneous* all such legislation ought to 
cease. 
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6. Resolved, That the prohibition of such " private business" and 
such " pursuits of individuals" as are inconsistent with the public good, 
and tend to destroy the best interests of the community, is not a '' sump, 
tuary regulation," nor is it a violation of any *' private right," but it is a 
proper mode of defending the community from the evils which the 
" private business' and the " pursuits and employments" of certain in- 
dividuals are adapted to bring on it, 

7. Resolved, That, until the laws- of this State, concerning the sale 
of intoxicating liquors, are fully and firmly established upon the basis 
of prohibition, and sustained by a correct general sentiment, like the 
other penal and criminal laws of the Commonwealth, it is, in our opin- 
ion, the duty of Temperance men, to vote only for those men as candi- 
dates for legislative and executive officers, who are known and inflexi- 
ble friends of such a course of legislation. 

During the sitting of the Convention, a large public meeting 
was held in the Marlboro 1 Chapel, which was ably addressed by several 
distinguished gentlemen. Respecting this Convention, the Rev. Dr. 
Edwards thus expressed himself to our Secretary. 

It was large and interesting. The resolutions were fundamental, and 
all passed with great unanimity excepting one, the last of the above, 
about which the committee stood six to five, the chairman not voting, 
and the Convention were much divided. It was whether they should 
say, that it is the duty of all temperance men to vote only for those who 
will go for entire prohibition of the traffic. They did not doubt the 
correctness of such legislation ; but they doubted whether their saying 
this, as a Convention, at the present time, would be the best means of 
leading the greatest number to adopt the plan of entire abstinence from 
the use of intoxicating liquor, as a beverage, and the traffic in it for that 
purpose. The law, although a good one in principle, and might gene- 
Tally have been executed, and would, in a good measure, have been 
efficacious, had it not been for political entanglements, yet may have 
tended in some measure, to lessen the moral efforts of temperance 
men ; upon the continuance in which the triumphs of temperance ulti- 
mately depend. It is now repealed, and the friends of temperance are 
thrown again upon their own efforts, through sound argument and kind 
persuasion, till the people generally shall become right in principle 
and practice, and shall so generally call for legislative defence from 
the evils of poisoning the community for money and other sinister ob- 
jects, that rulers shall feel compelled by the wishes of their constituents, 
whatever may be their party politics, to give to the community the pro- 
tection which they need. And we must continue to operate by light 
and love, through sound argument and kind persuasion, on the people 
. — the people — the people, till this shall be the case. If legislators will 
help, it is well, and we ought to be thankful j-*-if they will not, we 
must go on without them ; and if they license sin, we must show 
the people that it is sin for them to do so, and sin in any one to accept 
the license, and sin to sell under, or drink according to it. And when 
the great body of the people shall be convinced that it is so, and act ac- 
cordingly, then, and not till then, will it cease. Should the Lord con- 
tinue to be for the Temperance Reformation, it can go, and will go 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



14 REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 

forward whatever this Legislature or that Legislature, may, for the 
present do on the subject. Had rum sellers and political partisans let 
the law stand, it would soon have been executed ; of this they were 
afraid, and so hastened to repeal it. But the triumph of the wicked is 
short. Nor is that all, but it tends to hasten their downfall ; or, in the 
wise government of Him who doeth all things well, will be overruled 
for their downfall. " Be not weary in well doing, in due time ye shall 
reap if ye faint not." * 

The Temperance publications of this State through the year, have 
been of an high order. With several distinguished agents, they have 
advocated the purest and noblest principles of Temperance, and they 
have done it with a spirit becoming those who profess to be seeking the 
highest temporal and eternal interests of their fellow men. A system 
of operations has recently been commenced, which will result, it is hop- 
ed, in placing a Temperance publication, monthly, in every family in 
the State. 



RHODE ISLAND. 

In Rhode Island, a very active and efficient spirit has been manifest, 
ed throughout the year. The Anniversary of the State Society was in 
November. At that time, a report was made by the active Secret 
tary, Mr. Charles Jewett, which shewed that the inroads of the friends 
of Temperance upon the spirit trade, had been such as to muster all its 
supporters strong to the battle. In the year previous, in compliance 
with numerous petitions, the Legislature had referred the granting of 
licenses to the people. And in Providence, and other large towns, the, 
people had refused to grant any. 'Great efforts were made for a rever* 
sal of the law, but in vain. And again, notwithstanding unparalleled 
efforts of the grocers and taverners, the tippling trade received the con- 
demnation of the freemen of Providence and other towns. Yet prohi- 
bitory laws have done but little toward closing up the nurseries of vice. 
Agents, lecturers, and a spirited paper, the Olive Leaf, whose circu- 
lation has been over 3000 copies, have been employed for enlight- 
ening the public mind, and changing the habits of the State, and, if per* 
severed in, must result in the extensive purification of this small State 
from the degradation of Intemperance. A juvenile simultaneous Tem- 
perance meeting on the 4th Tuesday of February last, was held in Pro* 
vidence, of a peculiarly interesting character. The public schools of 
the City were closed for the accommodation of the children and youth, 
by order of the School Committee, and the large and commodious house 
of the First Baptist Society was filled with near 3000 children and 
youth, whose hearts beat high in unison with the temperance addresses 
and songs of the occasion.. 
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CONNECTICTTT. 

In the month of May, 1839, the Legislature of Connecticut passed a 
law, making it penal for any person in the State to sell spirituous liquors 
without leave granted from the towns, in town meetings held in the 
month of January. This put a new face upon the cause of tern, 
perance throughout the State. It abolished the license laws of two cen- 
turies' standing, and left it with the inhabitants of the several towns to say, 
whether they would have the retail traffic, the acknowledged cause of 
insufferable evils. The friends of temperance felt, throughout the 
State, that there was a call upon them for new and great efforts to 
spread the facts before the people, which should lead them to reject all 
application for license to sell. A Convention of all the Societies 
throughout the State was called to meet at Hartford on the 18th of Sep- 
tember. This Convention was composed of 150 delegates. General 
Brinsmade of Washington, was elected President. 

A business committee presented several resolutions for discussion and 
action, which, for two days, fully engaged the attention of the Con- 
vention. 

The first resolution declared, That the main object of this Conven- 
tion, is to promote harmony of views and concert of action among all 
the friends of temperance in the State, in the discharge of duties impos- 
ed on them as inhabitants of the several towns, by a recent law of the 
State, in relation to the traffic in intoxicating liquors, within their res 
pective limits. 

The second, That the recent change of policy in the legislation of 
several States, respecting indiscriminate traffic in intoxicating liquors, 
adopting the principle that such traffic is wrong, furnishes decided evi- 
dence of the progress of our cause, and calls for devout gratitude to Al- 
mighty God, whose gracious hand is recognized in these results. 

Other resolutions expressed a satisfaction in the late action of the 
Legislature; a confidence that, if followed up by wise and energetic ac- 
tion in every town, it would ere long secure a deliverance of the towns 
from a deep system of injustice and oppression ; and it was unanimous* 
ly agreed, 

That it be earnestly recommended to all the friends of temperance in 
the several towns, 

First, To take immediate measures to secure the object aimed at by 
our last Legislature in their act to regulate the sale of spirituous liquors, 
by the appointment of efficient Committees to ascertain within their res-* 
pective limits, and to report to school district meetings, weekly or 
monthly meetings, facts on the following subjects. 

1st. The effect of the traffic upon those who have been engaged in it 

2d. The sickness, casualties, and deaths, occasioned by it. 

3d. The effect of it on the peace of families and the education of 
children. 

4th. Its effects in increasing pauperism, crime and taxation. 
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5th. The successful results of the temperance reformation. And 

To unite at the January town meetings, in voting for no sale within 
the jurisdiction of the State law, except for other purposes than as a 
beverage. 

Toward the close of the session there was a lengthy discussion on 
the subject of political action. A resolution was offered, urging the 
friends of temperance to forego, if needful, for the accomplishment of 
the great object, their political partialities. It was pressed upon the 
Convention to invite men of all political parties and religious denomina- 
tions to come up to this work of delivering the land from an acknow- 
ledged evil, as they would come to the extinction of a fire, or the re- 
moval of a pestilence ; and avowed that, while men should hold a good 
conscience in relation to political measures, they should choose such 
legislators from their own party as would, on this subject, promote the 
great interests of the community. 

On Thursday afternoon a committee reported an address to the 
people of the State ; which was accepted and ordered to be printed. 
The address was drawn up with much ability, and claimed a wide 
circulation throughout the State. During the sitting of the Convention 
public meetings were held, in which a deep impression was made by 
several distinguished speakers. 

During the remainder of the year the friends of temperance were not 
inactive ; but, from several adverse circumstances, especially the re-* 
version in Massachusetts, and the fear of political evils, but few towns 
entirely suppressed the retail traffic. In a large number, the friends of 
temperance consented to throw open the traffic to all, and thus destroy 
the monopoly which the license law, for two centuries, has created, and 
which, it is supposed, has been the source of the great evils* 

A frequent change in legislation, and a reliance upon it by the friends 
of temperance, to the neglect of moral influence, has, in the view of 
many, retarded the cause in Connecticut. But a vigorous resolution 
has been manifested to press the subject on every mind and heart, 
until, through universal conviction of truth and duty, the evil is banish* 
ed from the State. A series of meetings, overflowing with attendants, 
have been held for discussion in the churches of the city of Hartford, 
whose results have been propitious. 

NEW YORK. 

In the State of New York, ever first in this great and benevolent 
enterprise, a system of measures has been steadily pursued, for a course 
of years, to break up the retail of intoxicating drinks to be drank on 
the premises. Many petitions were presented to the Legislature on the 
subject in 1837, 1838, 1839. In this last year the number of petition* 
ers amounted to between 80 and 40,000. Reports were made in each 
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of those years in the House of Assembly, but the wishes of the peti- 
tioners were not granted. Want of harmony in the petitioners was 
speciously alleged as a reason for no legislative action ; and to obviate 
this, the Executive Committee of the State Society, ever vigilant in their 
great work, called a semirannual meeting of the Society, to meet at 
Rochester on the 14th of August. The meeting was one of much in- 
terest. Near 500 delegates from the various Temperance Societies in 
the State, were present. 

Three plans for ridding the State of the evils of the retail traffic in 
intoxicating drinks, were proposed and discussed. 
* First, To petition the next Legislature to abolish the license law, and 
prohibit by law the retail traffic in intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 

Second, To petition for a prohibitory statute, to be sent down to the 
people for their sanction. 

Tkird, To petition, that it be submitted to the towns to decide, in 
town meeting, specially called, whether they will have licensed houses. 

The second plan was not much advocated ; it being a new mode of 
legislation, and one which the Legislature might think derogatory to 
their dignity. 

The third, being adopted already by three States, democratic in its 
nature, and calling into action temperance men to secure majorities, at 
first enlisted many in its favor. But, on a free and full discussion, it was 
thought that it was not the end which the friends of temperance had in 
view, and might prove an inefficient means to secure that end — that it 
permitted the license system in such parts of the State as might wish 
for it ; whereas no Christian and civilized people should permit its con. 
tinuance at all, since it sanctioned and patronised a destructive traffic- 
that it afforded no protection to the weak against the powerful, to the 
temperate and intemperate against the distiller and the rum-seller where 
these had a majority — that it would be sending the question down to 
towns to be buffeted about by demagogues, and made, in every village, 
a sectarian and political strife, until, wearied with unsuccessful toil, bur- 
dened with taxation, and tormented with plague-spots of drunkenness 
throughout the State, another Convention would be called to demand 
the relief which should now be asked at the hands of law-makers. 
With these considerations in view, and in great respect for those who 
would give the licensing power to the towns, the Convention unanimously 
resolved to send forth memorials for signatures, asking for one thing 
only, viz. a dissolution of all partnership with the license system, and a 
statute prohibiting the retail traffic in intoxicating drinks, so far as con* 
sistent with the laws of the Union. To this form of petition there was 
no dissentient ; and the unexpected unanimity inspired all with con- 
fidence that the course was right, and would ultimately prove successful. 
3 
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Forms of petition for males and females were proposed and adopted ; 
and the first Tuesday of October was appointed as a day for simultane- 
ous temperance meetings throughout the State, to make provision for 
securing a great signature to the memorials. 

These petitions assumed the following as undeniable truths : — 

" 1. That the morals of no free people wiH be better than their laws ; 
and therefore our laws should not sanction the sale of that which is, 
beyond all doubt, one of the greatest causes of immorality. 

" 2. That the object of all legislation should be, to promote and 
secure the greatest amount of happiness, for the largest time, to every 
citizen, with the least possible attendant evil ; and therefore our legis- 
lation relative to the sale and use of intoxicating liquors, to be used for 
an ordinary drink, should be such as to encourage and strengthen the 
efforts now making by the self-denying and patriotic, to lessen and 
prevent the individual, family, social and public misery and woe, con- 
fessedly occasioned by the use of such liquors. 

" 8. Thst no moral enterprise can be carried to its consummation 
against the laws of the land ; and therefore patriotism and philanthropy 
alike demand that all laws whose tendency is to immorality, or to pre- 
vent the success of any moral enterprise should be repealed, and such 
others enacted as will encourage self-denial and virtue. And, 

" 4. That the license of any business by law, makes that business 
respectable and honorable in the estimation of the great mass of men ; 
and therefore, any business whose usual tendency is to increase pau- 
perism, crime, taxation, and insanity, should never be licensed." 

Before the Convention adjourned, they unanimously resolved, " That, 
while life and reason lasts, we will never cease our efforts to prevent 
the licensed or unlicensed sale and use, for a beverage, of all intoxicating 
drinks ; and that, until efficient and correct legislation is had by our 
State, we will yearly importune and petition our Legislature on this 
subject, and we recommend a like resolution to be passed in every dis- 
trict and neighbourhood meeting throughout the State." 

The 13th anniversary of the State Society was held at Albany on the 
14th of February, at the time of the sitting of the Legislature. 

The report stated, that, in forty- Jive counties, there had been formed 
in the past year, 191 temperance societies ; which, added to the 1,178 
previously reported, made the number of societies auxiliary to this, 
1,369. The reported additions to those societies, the past year, were 
81,258 ; which, added to 160,000, the number estimated in the 
report of last year, made the present strength of auxiliaries 191,258 
members. These have all signed the total abstinence pledge. 

The Societies' publications the last year amounted to • 280,534 
Equal to 8,530,984 12mo pages. The previous issues were 14,241,710 

Making the whole of its publications, scattered over the 

world, in eight years, . . . . . 14,522,244 
Being all of 625,889,760 duodecimo pages. 
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The Societies' agents have sold more than 11,000 Temperance Al- 
manacs, obtained about 900 subscribers to the Temperance Recorder, 
and witnessed 2,619 additions to temperance societies. 

Chancellor Walworth was re-elected President ; and the society adopt- 
ed, with great unanimity, several important resolutions, — 

One, recognising the hand of Providence in all the way it has led the 
temperance enterprise. Another, the labors of the press and temper- 
ance lecturers. Another, thanking the Mayors of New York, Brook 
lyn, Schenectady, Utica, and Buffalo, for withholding intoxicating 
drinks from New Year's festivities. Another, inviting the American 
Temperance Union to call a third National Convention. Another, 
recommending early and efficient arrangements for a temperance cele. 
bration of the 4th of July. Another, inviting every clergyman in the 
State to present the cause of temperance to his congregation on the last 
Sabbath in June next. Another, in favour of a continuance of the 
simultaneous meetings on the 4th Tuesday of February. Another, in 
favour of a Committee to address the several ecclesiastical bodies 
throughout the United States, urging them to new and more efficient 
temperance action. Another, in favor of the formation of temperance 
societies in Sabbath and day schools. 

An able memorial was adopted and presented to the Legislature, 
giving " a strong and eloquent description of the evils of intemperance ; 
of the prostration of the physical powers, the decay of the mental ener- 
gies, the loss of memory, the obtuseness of the moral sensibilities, the 
prostration of self-respect, and the poverty, disease, misery, and crime 
which are superinduced by the habitual use of intoxicating drinks." It 
stated, that not only the utter inutility, but also the pernicious influence 
of alcohol, in all its varieties, as a beverage, had been abundantly tested 
on the land and on the water, in the torrid, the temperate, and the /rigid 
zones ; so that all doubt may now be removed from the mind ?f every 
individual who has the industry to read, and the capacity to reason on 
the subject. 

# It called in question both the policy and the morality of the excise 
regulations of the State, under whose license man may deal out, by 
law, to his brother man, the germinating seeds of malady, pauperism, 
crime, and taxation. 

It closed by requesting that, in addition to any other legislation which 
is adopted, "a law may be passed providing for an expression of opinion 
by the electors of the State of New York, to be taken by the assessors 
or collectors of each town or ward, whether they wish a continuance 
or repeal of the present license or excise laws ; with returns, under 
oath, to be made by said officers, 30 that by the fifteenth day of Febru- 
ary next, the result may be known at the Secretary of State's office." 
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It was hoped that the numerous and powerful expressions of public 
sentiment now made to the Legislature, would induce them to grant 
some relief to the citizens of the State from the evils of the license sys. 
tern. A Committee of the Senate, to whom this and other memorials 
were referred, fully recognised these evils as insufferable to the com- 
munity. 

In their report, presented by Col. Samuel Young, they said, 

That the evils which result from the use of intoxicating 
drinks are not exaggerated by the petitioners, is manifest to every 
unprejudiced individual who has carefully examined the testimony 
which has been collected on this subjecti not only in this country but 
also in the old world. Indeed, it would be difficult to give too deep a 
coloring to the picture of human wretchedness which springs from this 
cause. The pecuniary burdens also, which are imposed upon the whole 
community by the exactions of intemperance, are exceedingly severe. 

The committee are informed, and believe, that in 1838, the supervis- 
ors of the county of Saratoga carefully examined this subject, in refer, 
ence to its influence upon the fiscal concerns of that county, and that 
they came to the conclusion that, of a tax of fifteen thousand dollars 
which was to be levied, the necessity for the imposition of about thir- 
teen thousand dollars of that sum was traceable, either directly or indi- 
rectly, to intemperance. 

It would require too much time to allude, in detail, to the mass of 
evidence which has been collected on this subject in various parts of 
our country, and which, from time to time, has been spread before the 
public. An extract, however, from a late learned English writer, which 
is strongly corroborative of the truth of the American facts and infer- 
ences to which reference has been made, may, perhaps, be of use in 
leading the mind of every inquirer to the proper conclusion. 

" That the excessive use of intoxicating liquors," (says Morewood, in 
his history of inebriating liquors, page 712.) "is productive of incalcu- 
lable evils to the community at large, is a truth which not even the 
drunkard himself, in his sober moments, will deny. Were we to exa- 
mine the prisons, bridewells, houses of correction, penitentiaries, lunatic 
asylums, and other places of incarceration, we should find a vast num- 
ber of the inmates of these abodes of human degradation to have been 
the victims of vice and folly through the inordinate use of intoxicating 
liquors ; while the numerous paupers that unhappily throng every city, 
town, and village, owe their misery, in a great measure, to the same 
desolating cause. 

Ample testimony of the melancholy effects of drunkenness may be 
found on a reference to the minutes of evidence taken before a commit- 
tee of the House of Commons, which was appointed in June, 1634, to 
inquire into the extent, causes, and consequences of intemperance 
among the laboring classes of the United Kingdom. Before this com- 
mittee, were laid scenes of the most appalling nature, arising from the 
habitual and excessive use of ardent spirits ; and it appeared that most 
if not all of the desperate atrocities which had been committed, were 
chiefly owing to its influence. It has been estimated, that in England 
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four-fifths of all the crimes in the country have been committed under 
the excitement of inebriating liquors. During the year 1832 there 
were taken into custody, by the London police, 32,636 persons for 
drunkenness alone, not including any of the numerous cases in which 
assaults, or more serious offences, had been committed under the influ- 
ence of drink. This statement relates merely to the suburbs of Lon- 
don, without any of the numerous cases that occurred in the city itself. 
It is, moreover, alleged, that more than one halt of the insanity amongst 
the population is occasioned by inebriety. Of 405 patients admitted 
into a lunatic asylum at Liverpool, 267 were known to have lost their 
reason by this vice." 

Such is a brief summary of the conclusions which resulted from a 
long and careful examination of the committee of the House of Com- 
mons in England. According to the evidence, most of the pauperism, 
four-fifths of the crime, and more than half of the insanity which afflict 
that kingdom, are ascribable to intemperance, 

The same desolating influence is strongly operative in this State. 
Nor can any one who will carefully examine the testimony which 
has been collected and published during the last ten years, fail to be 
convinced that more than one-half of all the taxes which are at present 
annually imposed upon us, originated in this cause. It is this blighting 
propensity which not only prostrates the body, debases the mind, pro- 
duces gross immoralities, stimulates to crime, and generates pauper- 
ism and insanity, but which also oppresses with heavy pecuniary ex- 
actions the industrious and virtuous portions of the community. 

But although none escape the evils which are inflicted by this vile 
scourge of humanity, yet its visitations fall with the most unmitigated 
severity upon the female sex. The forlorn mother of a family, whose 
husband is an abandoned drunkard, when she sees her little children 
around her, shivering with cold and crying for bread, feels the pressure 
upon her heart of an indescribable load of desolation. And when she 
looks upon him in whom her fond, youthful hopes were centered, and 
who had solemnly plighted his faith for her protection and support 
through life, and beholds the altered, haggard and besotted wreck of 
all her earthly prospects, she experiences a withering blight of mental 
agony, far more intense than is felt by the raving maniac. Indeed, 
under circumstances of such utter hopelessness, a deprivation of reason 
would be a merciful interposition. Thousands are annually hurried 
to an untimely grave by this fell destroyer. 

Such was the language of the Commmittee. 

And yet, on the mistaken apprehension which would set aside all pe- 
nal statutes, that the only remedy for an evil which carries such deso- 
lation in its course is to be found in public sentiment ; that public sen- 
tifnent may be rectified by moral means, and that when it is so rectified, 
no^ by pains and penalties, but by reasoning and information, there 
will be no need of any statute on the subject, and that until this time 
all prohibitory statutes would be violently resisted, the Committee came 
to the conclusion,— 
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" That statutory provisions would be worse than useless ; and that 
all legal coercion would be pernicious in its effects ; that instead of 
aiding, it would tend to retard the progress of a great moral reform, 
whose triumphs have already conferred vast benefits upon mankind, 
and whose final consummation will bestow incalculable blessings upon 
all the civic and social relations of life." 

Thus has the subject again been returned upon the free and enlight- 
ened petitioners of this empire State, without one of the reasons on 
which they urged their petition, being called in question. These peti- 
tioners have resolved that while life and reason last, they will never 
cease their efforts to suppress this traffic, and should they select men to 
be their law-makers, who feel as they feel on this great subject, and 
who may consider correct and efficient Legislation here most intimately 
connected with all the best interests of the State, they would do no 
otherwise, as far as their suffrages can go, than all other men do in 
relation to great topics in which they are deeply interested. 

The obligation of Temperance men to do this, had been sustained in 
Conventions in New Jersey and Massachusetts ; and it was here test- 
ed in the annual meeting of the State Society, by the introduction of 
the following resolution by E. C. Delavan, Esq. 

Whereas, the pledge of the New- York State Temperance Society, 
the National Society, and all other societies of a kindred character 
throughout the world, now exerting a favorable influence in the tem- 
perance cause, recognize the principle of total abstinence, as a beve- 
rage, from all that can intoxicate, as the only sure preventive and safe 
remedy for intemperance, and make it obligatory on members, " in all 
suitable ways," to advocate and sustain this principle ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the New- York State Temperance Society most re- 
spectfully suggest to all members of total abstinence societies in the 
State of New- York, and throughout the Union, as well as all others 
who desire to see the end of drunkenness, whether consistency as well 
as the pledge, does not require, and whether it is not '' one of the sui- 
table ways," that they withhold their suffrages in raising men to any 
office, who either make, vend, drink or give intoxicating liquors, to be 
used as a beverage, and whether by giving their votes for such indivi- 
duals they are not in fact sustaining the drinking usages of society, 
sanctioning intemperance thereby, and in a great measure, defeating one 
of the leading objects the friends of temperance have now in view, viz. 
obtaining the repeal of the license law, and the prohibition of the retail 
traffic in intoxicating drinks. 

After a brief discussion, the subject was indefinitely postponed. 

NEW JERSEY. 

In order to draw out in season, for some influence upon Legislative 
action, the sentiments of the friends of Temperance in New Jersey, a 
semi-annual meeting of the State Society was called at Newark, 
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on the 1 4th of August. At that meeting, which was large and highly 
respectable, the following among other resolutions, were adopted : 

Resolved, That, the license system is inconsistent with almost every 
statute of the State that provides lor the punishment of crime, the 
prevention of evil, or the preservation of the health or morale of the 
community ; because it gives a legal sanction and reputation to a traf. 
fie, the direct tendency of which is to induce violations of all such sta- 
tutes, as is proved by the records of our alms-houses and prisons, and 
the calendars of our criminal courts. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Society, no other business pro. 
ducing one half the private and public misery resulting directly from 
the traffic in strong drink, would be tolerated for a moment by the Le- 
gislature or the people. 

Resolved, That, as it is alleged that the people are not ready for le- 
gislative action upon the traffic in intoxicating liquors, it is but reason, 
able that they should have an opportunity of testing mat question ; and 
that the friends of Temperance desire a law which shall refer the sub- 
ject to the decision of the people, and make all necessary arrange- 
ments for keeping houses of public entertainment without this traffic, 
and which shall be so framed as to bring the single question before the 
citizens of the townships, whether they will have this traffic licensed 
within their limits or not ? 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to have a me- 
morial prepared and printed embracing the principles of the foregoing 
resolution, and that they take such measures as may be within their 
power, to have such memorial presented to every citizen of the State. 

Resolved, That, in view of the great importance of having the license 
system removed, it be recommended to every friend of temperance 
not to sustain any candidate for the Legislature, who is hostile in feel- 
ing and practice to the great objects of the Temperance enterprise, or 
to the legislation that is necessary to remove the evil. 

The memorial was prepared and sent forth for signature by the peo- 
ple of the State. 

The anniversary of the Society was on the 1st of January. The 
Report of the Executive Committee detailed the operations of several 
agents, and a steady advance of the cause. One of the agents report- 
ed in one county the expense of supporting the poor, $11,400 ; 8,550 
of which was justly chargeable to Intemperance. In another, the burden 
upon the county from Intemperance was 86,660. The number of 
commitments to the Newark prison for the year was 338, nine-tenths 
of which were for Intemperance. The Society, constituting no small 
portion of the virtue, intelligence and wealth of New Jersey, felt de- 
termined to persevere in promoting the great principles of total absti- 
nence from all that intoxicates, and resolved, 

That it is the right and the duty of the people to get rid of the traffic 
in intoxicating drinks ; and that they ought to memorialize their legis- 
lators until the traffic is prohibited ; and to send men to the legislature 
who will heed their memorials and comply with their demands. 
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A majority of the Committee of the Legislature, to whom the me* 
morials were referred, reported that 

" They fully agree with the memorialists that the intemperate use of 
intoxicating drinks is an evil of great magnitude, and should be dis- 
countenanced by every citizen who wishes to promote the happiness 
and well-being of society, yet they are constrained to believe that further 
legislation is at this time unnecessary and would not lesson the evil 
complained of, but on the contrary might act injuriously to the cause of 
temperance." 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Within the year, an extraordinary temperance spirit has manifested 
itself in the western parts of the State ; and, at a large meeting at Pitts- 
burg, the Mayor and a number of the most respectable citizens put their 
names to the total abstinence pledge. On the 6th of November a 
respectable Convention of the Temperance Societies in Western Penn- 
sylvania met at Pittsburg. John Clark of Beaver county, was chosen 
President. During the session it was, 

Resolved, That the license system of this commonwealth, in effect, 
legalizes and makes honorable a business which, more than all other 
causes combined, opposes that prosperity which it is the duty of all gov- 
vernments to foster and protect, and therefore should be abolished. 

And it was earnestly recommended to the friends of temperance, 
throughout the State, to petition the legislature, at its approaching ses- 
sion, to examine, by committees of their honorable bodies, authorized 
to send for persons and papers, into the alleged evils of the license sys- 
tem, with a view to such legislation as shall relieve the commonwealth 
of a disease more fatal than plague or pestilence, and a tax upon her 
resources, which must ever stand in the way of her prosperity. 

To this effect the Convention prepared an unusually able memorial 
to the Legislature, which was read to the Senate on the 25th of Febru- 
ary. They also through a committee addressed themselves to the peo. 
pie of the State. 

They passed a resolution congratulating the people of those States 
in which legislative reform had been effected j and, viewing it the duty 
of temperance men to carry with them their temperance to the polls, 
they resolved, 

That the duty of consistent temperance men requires them to with, 
hold their votes from men who, they have reason to believe, will disre. 
gard petitions for legislative action on the subject of intemperance. 

This Convention was preparatory to a general State Convention 
which met at Harrisburg, the capital of the State, on the 15tb, 16th, and 
17th of January, during the sitting of the Legislature. This Con- 
vention, of which the Hon. E. Kingsbury was President, embodied gen- 
tlemen of the first talents and character, and its proceedings were 
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calm, deliberate, but firm and decided, calculated to arouse reflecting 
minds throughout the State. The Convention seemed deeply impressed 
with the importance of reorganizing the temperance associations 
throughout the State, and recommended, 

1* That each ward, township, or borough, should form a temperance 
society, to meet once a month. 2. That all such societies in the coun- 
ty should meet by delegates, once a quarter. 3. That each county 
association, by delegates, should meet by delegation, in a Slate Con- 
vention, once a year. 

On the subject of political action, the Convention felt it extremely 
desirable that the temperance cause should never be brought into con- 
flict with the politics of the State, so as to be made to bear on its elec- 
tions. They memorialized the Legislature, and urged all the townships 
to do the same, praying for the immediate enactment of a law giving 
to the electors in the several wards, boroughs, and townships, the right 
of determining, by vote, whether licenses shall be granted for retailing 
spirituous liquors, within their respective limits ; also, providing sufficient 
penalties for the protection of the community against the unlicensed 
venders of intoxicating liquors. On the subject of temperance prin* 
ciple, the Convention 

Resolved, That the history of the temperance cause has clearly 
shown that the Total Abstinence principle is the only efficient principle 
on which to conduct the great work ; and that this convention does 
strongly recommend its adoption by all temperance societies in the State. 

An able address was prepared by the Convention and sent forth to 
the people of the State. It set before them clearly the enormous bur- 
dens under which they were groaning; the cost of the vice intemper- 
ance to the State, being not less than fifteen millions of dollars, while the 
income from the license system was less than fifty thousand. It urged 
them to press upon the Legislature from every township the passage of 
of a law which should leave it to the discretion of every township to 
license or not license the destructive traffic. " Having secured," said 
they, " such a law, then the issue will be fairly before the people, in 
every township and ward throughout the State. Rum or no rum, al- 
cohol, with all its attendant miseries and crimes and poverty and sick- 
ness and death, or no alcohol, with all the blessings of temperance. 
We fear not the restflt. Truth is mighty, and must prevail. The 
demon of intemperance, touched by this Ichuriel spear, will stand re- 
vealed in all his native deformity, and be banished by the indignant voice 
of enlightened and virtuous freemen from our land." 

As Pennsylvania is the chief seat of Temperance Beneficial Socie- 
ties, your Committee will here give some account of them, from the re. 
port of this convention. They arose in Philadelphia in the commence- 
ment of 1836. 

4 
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" The members of these societies are required to pay a certain fee 
at their entrance, and to make a specified contribution at the monthly 
meetings; which constitute a fund for the relief of sick and infirm 
members. The rates of admission and monthly contribution, vary in 
different societies ; but they are less, in all cases, than in beneficial 
societies that do not embody the temperance principle ; for the obvious 
reason that the strictly temperate are not as liable to sickness and in- 
firmity as others ; and therefore, not so likely to require assistance* 
Every member is pledged, at initiation, not to make, buy, sell, or use 
any intoxicating drinks, as a beverage. 

It has been found that many individuals will join a temperance bene- 
ficial society, who never could be induced to join a temperance society ; 
and that the ranks of the temperance army have thus been greatly en- 
larged. Nor are these recruits as likely to desert as others : inasmuch 
as a new and strong motive of self interest is added to their induce* 
ments to be temperate.' The fact of the small number of expulsions 
from these associations is proof of this. More interest too is thrown 
around the cause of temperance, in consequence of the frequent recur- 
rence of the meetings, which are monthly ; absence from which is 
punished by a fine. Moreover, it has heretofore been found almost im- 
practicable to have organizations among the female sex, for temperance 
purposes 5 but in the mode here recommended it has been found that 
they can organize separately, with signal advantage to the cause of be* 
nevolence among themselves, and to the cause of temperance at large. 

There are now in successful operation, fourteen temperance bene- 
ficial associations in the city and county of Philadelphia, one in Cham- 
bersburg, and one in Harrisburg* 

DELAWARE. 

In Delaware the cause has been well sustained by the Standard, a 
paper of unusual spirit and talent, published at Wilmington. Its 
friends throughout the State have not ceased to hold up before the 
people the fiictthat a great portion of the crime and misery of the State 
flows from the legalised traffic in intoxicating drink, and that legisla- 
tive sanction therefore ought to be withdrawn. The Annual meeting 
of the State Society was held at Georgetown, on the 5th instant ; 80 
delegates were present. It was a valuable meeting. The Hon* Willard 
Hail was re-elected President for the year ensuing. 

The following resolutions, unanimously adopted, exhibited the spirit 
of the meeting. 

3. Resolved, That th^ following propositions must now be regarded 
as established truths, in view, on the one hand, of the facts and argu- 
ments that have been brought to sustain them, and on the other, of 
the silent acquiescence of our opponents : 

1. That all use of intoxicating drink, in health, is an abuse of them, 
and constitutes intemperance. 

2. That all such use, being hurtful to those who drink, and by ex- 
ample hurtful to others, is wrong, and ought to be instantly abandoned- 

3. That the selling of intoxicating drinks is immoral and sinful. 
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6. Resolved, That we do not advocate legislation against the drink- 
ing of alcohol, but against the making and vending of it, and thus tempt- 
ing others to drink — against " putting the bottle to the lips" of our 
neighbors and our children. 

7. Resolved, That, in applying for legislative action, it is proper to 
ask for what is right, and leave to the legislature the responsibility of 
determining the question of expediency ; and that we advise our friends 
to adhere firmly to this ground. 

8. Resolved, That our main dependence is, as it always has been, on 
the diffusion of knowledge and the exercise of moral suasion, to correct 
and purify public sentiment ; but that the enactment of a law entirely 
prohibitory, must be the necessary result of a public sentiment enlight- 
ened on this subject. 

9. Resolved, That we have advised and do now earnestly advise, 
the friends of temperance and virtue, in the exercise of the elective 
franchise, to have regard to the character of the candidates for office, 
and never to sacrifice their principles for the promotion of party : un- 
less we maintain a religious and uncompromising adherence to our 
principles, we need not expect the leaders of the political parties in our 
country, in choosing candidates for office, to pay a just regard to our 
rights and feelings. 

MARYLAND. 

In few of the States has the temperance spirit been better sustained 
than in Maryland. The Temperance Herald, published at Baltimore, 
has continued to lift up its voice with great energy against all use and 
traffic of intoxicating drinks. The great hindrance to the advance of 
the cause, was the continuance of the old pledge as the bond of union 
and basis of action. To remove this, a Convention for the State and 
for the District of Columbia was held at Baltimore, on the 4th of Sep- 
tember, the Hon. Stephenson Archer presiding, at which the subject of 
the pledge was fully discussed, and a memorial to the Hon. General 
Assembly of Maryland on the license law was adopted ; after which 
the Convention adjourned to the 27th of November. At the adjourned 
Convention, the Total Abstinence pledge, the pledge of the American 
Temperance Union, was unanimously adopted. 

Of this Convention, said the Maryland Temp. Gazette, its effects, 
cannot fail to be such as must gladden the heart of every true Christian 
and patriot. Its effect must and will tell on the minds and consciences 
of the people. The convenient half-way house, where a temperance 
man, under the spirit pledge, could stop and refresh himself with a little 
mountain-dew, disguised under the name of wine, and then go and write 
his philippics against intemperance, has closed doors. And notwith- 
standing the fears of some, that we should injure the cause, and drive 
away many of our best frieuds, we have no apprehension whatever as to 
the result. 

The 9th Anniversary of the State Society, was held at Anapolis on 
the 28th of Feb., at which an interesting and cheering report was read 
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by Christian Keener, the Cor. Sec. From this report and from nume- 
rous reports from auxiliaries, it appeared that the cause had been pro* 
gressive in the State, and that the increase of members had been, during 
the year, three thousand. County Conventions had been held in sev- 
eral of the Counties. The formation of Juvenile Associations had been 
much encouraged, and several large public meetings of the youth, that 
had formed themselves into such associations, had been held. 
i: The Young Men's Temperance Society in Baltimore had been reor- 
ganized, and was busily engaged in forming Temperance Societies in all 
the fire companies of the city. The numerous memorials to the Le- 
gislature on the Licence law met with no favor, but the friends of 
temperance, like the importunate widow, are resolved to persevere. 

VIRGINIA. 

In Virginia, it is believed, there has been little or no action on the 
subject of Temperance during the year, excepting that a few me- 
morials have been presented to the Legislature on the license law from 
some localities in the interior of the State. One individual, indefatiga- 
ble in the cause of Temperance, obtained by his own exertions in 
Western Virginia, 432 signatures. The pledge of Total Abstinence 
from all that intoxicates, has, as yet, met with but little favor from men 
who control public sentiment ; and societies, once prosperous under the 
old pledge, have generally ceased from all action. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

A new and excellent spirit has, during the year, actuated the friends 
of Temperance in North Carolina. A number of delegates from dif. 
ferent counties met on Sept. 1 1, at Salisbury, for the purpose of calling 
a State Convention. A spirited address was prepared to the people 
of the State, and a Convention was called to meet in Salisbury on the 
6th of November. The Convention was most gratifying to the friends 
of the cause. A large number of intelligent gentlemen were present, 
and considerable important business was transacted. Measures were 
taken to sustain an agent for a year. A Committee was appointed on 
statistics, and another to report on the license law. The Committee 
on statistics reported that, within the bounds marked by the societies re- 
presented in the Convention, the cause was generally progressive. 
There were 22 societies represented in the Convention, having in them 
3599 white members and 240 colored. In some neighborhoods, distill- 
ing and retailing are abandoned, and in more than two-thirds heard 
from, the cause is reported advancing. The first formed society was 
at Bethany Church, Iredell Co., formed Jan. 22, 1829. The largest 
is at Rocky River, having 400 white, and 150 colored members. 

The following were the views gf the Convention relating to the li- 
cense law: 
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" The retail law is the fruitful source of pauperism, crime, disease; 
and death ; it greatly increases the amount of taxation, multiplies the 
number of widows and orphans, and entails poverty and misery on 
many disconsolate wives and helpless children. 

That such a law should have remained so long on the statute books 
of England, and of most of the States of the Union, is perhaps more 
surprising than that it should ever have passed in either country. The 
legislatures of a few of the States of this Union, have wisely and nobly 
responded to the wishes of the benevolent, and yielding to the still 
more powerful appeal made to their sympathies, by the scenes of 
wretchedness produced by this system, have repealed the License Law, 
and thus delivered their States from the evils resulting from the legal- 
ized retail of ardent spirits. 

The beneficial effects of such legislation, it is believed, are clearly 
seen, and sensibly felt already in those States. This committee can- 
not believe that the sound sense of the people of this State, will allow 
them to linger behind in this noble reform, while, as a State, we are 
emulating the most enterprising in every other species of improvement. 

The legislature seems to have indicated a consciousness, that the 
system was iniquitous and mischievous in forbidding the sale of ardent 
spirits around the University of N. Carolina within the limits of five 
miles, and in enacting the same prohibition in relation to Davidson 
College within two miles. 

We greatly rejoice that the legislature has been so careful to protect 
the young men of those institutions from the blighting influence of the 
spirit-seller, and can only regret that the youth of the whole State are 
not equally protected by the general extension of such wholesome laws. 

OHIO. 

,The Western Temperance Journal has been continued at Cincinnati 
with good reputation. But Ohio has suffered from the want of an effi- 
cient and good organization ; yet, in many places the temperance effort 
has been highly becoming the great cause. Several memorials on the 
subject of the license law were presented to her Legislature, which 
were referred to a Committee. In their Report the Committee say, 

That they are well satisfied that public opinion in Ohio is decidedly 
against the use of intoxicating liquors of every description as a common 
beverage ; and that the formation of temperance societies, in almost ev- 
ery neighborhood in this State, has contributed largely in the formation 
of this correct public opinion. The unwearied and efficient exertions 
made by the ladies of Ohio, for the last eight or ten years, in suppressing 
the vice of intemperance, is worthy of all praise and commendation, and 
demands at our hands, our most profound reverence and congratulation. 

*, Your committee confidently believe that public opinion, sustained by 
such powerful auxiliaries, will, within a very short time, bring about a 
general reformation, and that, without any further legislative action, the 
evil of intemperance will not exist amongst us. Your committee are 
irresistibly brought to the conclusion, from the history of all ages and 
of all countries, that any business or habit so long pursued, with the 
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consent and approbation of the people, as has been the manufacture and 
retail of spirituous liquor, never can be successfully abolished by legis- 
lative action. This opinion is sustained and established by the recent 
action of the legislature of Massachusetts, on the subject of retailing 
spirituous liquors. 

Believing, then, as your committee do, that public opinion is the only 
effective remedy for this evil, and that it already has, in some good de- 
gree, lessened the quantum of intemperance in Ohio, and will ultimate- 
ly do away the evil in the land, your committee ask the adoption of the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the subject 

INDIANA. 

In Indiana, there has been less public action in the past, than in for- 
mer years. The Committee have been unable to gather anything 
marked and decisive* 

MICHIGAN. 

The Annual meeting of the State Society of Michigan, was held at 
Jackson, on the 11th of Feb. and from the report made, it was manifest 
that the temperance reform was not in keeping with the increase of 
population and improvement of the State. Distilleries and liquor dealing 
establishments are very numerous throughout the State, and hold up an 
unblushing front* The friends of temperance, however, have not been 
inactive. A number of petitions were sent to the last Legislature, pray- 
ing for the prohibition of the liquor traffic. These were referred to 
a select Committee. The Society, at its annual meeting, passed a re- 
solution expressing its high approbation of the Legislative action in 
Tennessee, Massachusetts, and other States in the retail traffic, and 
resolved in employing a State Agent for the coming year, and establish- 
ing a State Temperance paper. 

KENTUCKY. 

" In several of the Counties of Kentucky, spirited conventions have 
been held during the past year, and the friends of temperance have 
oorae up promptly and fearlessly to their Legislature and demanded a 
removal of those laws which legalize the traffic and continue drunken- 
ness in the State. The Committee on the laws promptly and man- 
fully met them, and acknowledged the truth and importance of all 
the facts set forth in the petitions. 

From a review of the whole subject, said they, connected with past 
experience, the Committee are of opinion, that the law heretofore 
enacted, authorizing the sale of alcoholic liquors, has by no means 
prevented or suppressed the crime of # intemperance : on the contrary, 
it has greatly increased it. Time was, when these results of the traffic 
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worn unthought of or unknown, but light ha* coma upon us, and in that 

light a new law hath revealed itself; it is founded ia moral justice, and 
is eternal ; it is no longer unpublished or unknown to the world ; it 
has been written as it were by the finger of God; all have read it, 
and ought immediately to obey it. It forbids- man, under the penalty of 
its malediction, to deal in this poison—it forbids him to scatter it like 
firebrands, arrows, and deatli* among the human family. The indivi. 
dual, therefore, who traffics in this poison, knowing the widespread 
ruin which results from his agency, is, in the eye of Heaven, responsi- 
ble for all, aiid merits the reprobation of his country. It has been said 
by some, that the granting of license to retail spirituous liquors is a 
source of revenue, that it would be unwise to repeal the laws on that 
subject. But the granting of license to sell spirituous liquors has never 
been, and ever will be, a source of revenue to the State ; so far from it, 
it has been the prime cause of the loss of many thousands to the trea- 
sury. And, although the public opinion may not be fully prepared for 
a total repeal of the license laws, yet your Committee rejoice to know 
that public sentiment is fast approximating to that desirable end, and 
they believe that the time is near at hand when the people, with an 
almost united voice, will acquiesce in the total repeal of all laws author- 
izing the sale of alcoholic drinks, except as a medicine, or to promote 
the arts. Therefore, 

Resolved, That so good a cause invites the aid and calls to its sup- 
port the philanthropist, the moralist, the Christian, and the patriot. 

Resolved, That the numerous petitions made to the present Legisla. 
ture, and the language therein expressed upon this subject, argues well 
for the triumph of this too long neglected cause, and a determination in 
our fellow citizens to throw off this tyrannical yoke. 

Resolved, further, That this important subject be again referred to 
the body of the people, that the friends of reform may use every lauda- 
ble effort to gain strength, march up in solid phalanx and give the 
finishing blow to this relentless foe. 

TENNESSEE. 

A majority of the committee of the Legislature on the tippling 
house act of 1837-8, reported a bill in favor of its repeal. A mino- 
rity made an able counter report in which they considered the power 
of the State to enact the law ; the utility and effect of the provisions 
of the law upon the community, and the effect which would follow the 
repeal. They shewed that the effect of the law had been to check crime, 
to advance the pecuniary interests of the State, and to promote public 
and domestic happiness. They stated that previous to the passage of 
of the law, 700,000 dollars were expended in the state for ardent spi- 
rits, one half of which went abroad in cash for the article. Since the 
passage of the law the importation into Nashville has been almost 
abandoned. Crime was occasioned by the retail traffic more than by 
any thing else. Of 154 convicts in the State Penitentiary, 61 confess 
that they committed their crimes while in a state of intoxication ; 82 
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admit that they were occasionally drunk ; 6 only proved to be sober. 
The whole effect of the system was to dispose the mind to its com- 
mission 5 to abstract time and labor from honest industry ; to involve 
the honest citizen in debt ; enervate the body and pollute the mind ; 
annihilate the ties of attachment and love; cast upon the world 
the innocent and helpless, and consign to infamy and punishment the 
ill fated votary of the tippling house and dram shop. They affirm that 
no evidence that a repeal of the law was demanded was furnished ; 
that there were two petitions throughout the State against the repeal to 
one in favor, and that the press, throughout the State, was in favor of a 
continuance of the law. The subject agitated the Legislature during 
much of its session, and finally the opponents of the law failed of 
gaining a repeal. The cause of temperance is onward in Tennessee. 

ILLINOIS. 

The flourishing Society of the State of Illinois held its anniversary 
on the 3d of Dec. The Report of its Executive Committee was of an 
able and interesting character. It showed, in the support of an Agent, 
Mr. Turner, a part of the year, and in the circulation of 80,000 copies 
of the Temperance Herald, and 20,000 Almanacs, an activity and 
efficiency of which the Society may well be proud. 

Three hundred Societies now exist in the State, and their number of 
members is 30,000. Many retailers have during the year given up the 
sale of intoxicating drinks, and several taverners have abolished their 
bars. In one village, six grog shops out of seven, have fallen. Public 
sentiment £is widely stamping the business with disgrace. The 
fires of no distillery have in the year been extinguished, but several have 
been lighted up. Several signal cases of reform from drunkenness 
have been reported. The most important achievement of the year has 
been the repeal of the old license law, and a reference of the license 
question to the towns. 

The operation of the law has already been salutary. In several 
counties, and in a large number of towns, petitions have been circulated, 
praying that licenses may be withheld, and in nearly every case that 
we have heard from, where the effort has been made, majorities have been 
obtained ; in some places, nine tenths of the legal voters have signed 
the remonstrance. 

The chief difficulties and discouragements with which the society 
has had to contend, are the defection among the pledged friends of the 
cause ; the ephemeral character of many of the efforts to promote it ; 
the ever changing character of the population by the perpetual influx 
of foreigners ; the small amount of religious and moral influence exist - 
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ing, and the fact that so many professors of religion are engaged in the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors. 

No State, however, has brighter prospects for Temperance than 
Illinois. 

MISSOURI. 

A powerful band of temperance men have been combined at St. 
Louis, who, in conjunction with the friends of the cause in Illinois, have 
sustained an able temperance paper, and who have supported as an 
Agent in the State during the year Mr. Timothy Turner, well known 
for his efficient labors in New York and Illinois. The strong holds of 
Intemperance have many of them been broken down, and much seed 
has been sown here which cannot fail, with little watering, to spring up 
and bear fruit. At the annual meeting, on the 5th of Dec, the total 
Abstinence pledge was adopted by the State Society. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The bold and decided stand taken by the Legislature of this State 
the last year against tippling houses and dram shops, in passing the law 
forbidding the sale of spirituous liquors in any quantity less than a gal- 
lon, has given general satisfaction. An attempt by a few, who com- 
plained of its being anti- republican and an invasion of rights, to have the 
law repealed at the last session, proved unsuccessful. The statute 
throughout the State, is represented as well observed, and highly bene, 
ficial. 

LOUISIANA. 

Louisiana is not without strong friends of temperance. Not a few 
here have given their time, influence and money to establish the prin- 
ciple of total abstinence from all that intoxicates. How much, and 
what has been done in the past year, your committee have been unable 
to determine. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

In this State the temperance cause has been pressed onward with 
an energy and zeal which has given great pleasure to its friends through' 
out the Union. A weekly journal of unusual talent, the South 
Carolina Temperance Advocate, has been conducted at Columbia under 
the auspices of the State Temperance Society. So far as it has been 
circulated, it cannot fail to have made a powerful impression. Early 
in the year the Executive Committee sent a circular to every town, 
village and neighborhood, asking answers to eighteen important in- 
quiries. During the autumn, large meetings were held in some of the 
principal towns; spirited and important resolutions were adopted, and 
5 
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memorials to the Legislature were proposed for the signature of the 
people. In these memorials the evils of the indiscriminate traffic in 
intoxicating drinks, especially upon the slave population, were strong- 
ly depicted, and the petitioners asked for some enactment which should 
confine these liquors to the shelves of the apothecary. The memorials 
were ably sustained before the Legislature by two distinguished gentle- 
men, Judge O'Neal and Mr. Rhett. The Committee to whom they 
were referred fully acknowledged in their report the correctness of all 
the statements in the memorials ; but came to the conclusion that any 
legislative action suppressing the traffic would be inexpedient and in- 
jurious to the cause of temperance. But the decision has not 
daunted the friends of temperance in their great enterprise, and another 
year may return a Legislature more favorable to their views. In this 
State, the principle of total abstinence from all that intoxicates is less 
predominant among the friends of temperance than in other States, 
and they will probably find, ere long, to their bitter experience, that, 
while they have labored and toiled to save their laboring population 
from drunkenness and themselves from the burdens of heavy taxation 
for crime and pauperism, their own sons, on vinous and fermented 
drinks, may be falling into the drunkard's grave. Surely the high mind- 
ed and chivalrous people of South Carolina will not long consent to so 
degrading an influence. 

GEORGIA. 

In Georgia, but little definite public action has occurred in the last 
year ; though in several counties the cause has been pressed onward 
with a commendable zeal. No report has been received. 

WISCONSIN. 

The Wisconsin Territorial Society was organized in March, 1839, 
and its first anniversary was held at Troy, on the 1 3th of Feb. of the 
present year. The delegation was respectable, and the spirit manifest, 
ed promised great good to the Territory. A Constitution was adopted, 
having for its basis the total abstinence pledge. The proceedings re. 
spected the great moral interests of this rising country, the license laws, 
the suppression of distilleries, the formation of local societies, tempe- 
rance hotels, and the character of rulers. On the latter subject, the 
following resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, That, in the election of men to political offices, it is the duty 
of temperance men to inform themselves respecting the character and 
views of the candidates in reference to this subject, and that the prefer- 
ence should be given to men of sound temperance principles and habits. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TEMPERANCE UNION, 1640* 85 

A spirited address was sent out to the inhabitants of the Territory. 
We appeal, sajd they, 

To you in behalf of this, our adopted Territory, to take such a stand 
as the present crisis demands. The domestic happiness of our popula- 
tion, the success of our moral and social institutions, as well as our true 
political economy, are now at your disposal. By a united effort, you may 
free Wisconsin from one of the most blighting and withering curses ever 
inflicted upon the human race ; a curse coeval with our nation's exist- 
ence, more demoralizing to man, more destructive to human happiness 
and to our race, than a combination of all other vices that mar our coun- 
try's history. 

The nations of the earth are putting on habiliments of morals, and 
intellectual refinement ; and shall we limit our aims to the track which 
generations gone by have trod ; nay, fellow citizens, let us rather strive 
to stand in the foremost rank, and let our social and political institu- 
tions become a beacon light to those afar off. Permit us then to con. 
template the relative position, which the people of Wisconsin would oc- 
cupy before the civilized world, were the traffic and use of intoxicating 
drinks as a beverage, to cease from the period of our political existence 
as a State ! Were patriotism and philanthropy ever called to nobler 
deeds of action, than the accomplishment of such an achievement as 
this ? What friend of humanity can but breathe a wish that such a 
blessing may crown the birthday of our sovereignty ? who that loves his 
country, will not regard the attainment of such an object with compla- 
cency? 

We would call upon all who have regard for the temperance enter- 
prise, to rally around its standard, and hasten on its speedy triumph. 
Never was there a nobler incentive to action, than is presented to the 
people of Wisconsin, to crush at once this demon of human happiness. 
Not the laurels of the conqueror on the battle field, nor the purpose of 
the crusaders to rescue the holy city from the tread of infidel feet, are 
half so fitting the commendation of the enlightened age, as he who wars 
the foe intemperance, and seeks to drive him from our soil. Friends of 
freedom and of temperance, will you come to our aid, and to the rescue 
of your country? If you will, then with united voice will we send up 
a thunder shout — Wisconsin is Free ! 

IOWA. 

In Iowa, a Territorial Society was formed on the 25th of Dec. 1889, 
on the principle of total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors. Robert 
Lucas, Governor of the State, was chosen President, J. M. Robertson, 
Cor. Sec. Gov. Lucas delivered an address, showing that the pros- 
perity of the territory depended on the prevalence of temperance princi- 
ples, and that the formation of the Society might be regarded as a moat 
auspicious omen of their future greatness. 

The same distinguished magistrate, in his speech at the opening of 
the Legislature, thus called their attention to the subject. 

The principle of raising a revenue from license to vend or 
retail intoxicating drinks, appears to me, to partake much of the 
character of legislating indulgence to commit crime. The venders of 
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ardent spirits or other intoxicating drinks, though they may be legalized 
by license, are, in my opinion, morally accountable for all the crimes 
and wretchedness produced by the use of such ardent spirits, or other 
intoxicating drinks vended by them, whether wholesale or retail 5 and I 
would recommend the passage of a law repealing all laws now in force 
in the Territory that authorize the granting of license to vend or retail 
ardent spirits, and leave the subject entirely under the control of public 
opinion, holding the keepers of public houses and groceries, accounta- 
ble under heavy penalties for permitting drunkenness or disorder about 
their respective houses. 

From this general view which your Committee have been able to 
present of the operations in each State during the year, they feel war- 
ranted in saying, that the temperance zeal and action of the country, as 
yet, is unimpaired. If there has been a change, it has been in the 
special object of attention, and in the character of minds which have 
been brought into action. That powerful effort which was formerly 
made to break up the drinking usages of the community, has been 
brought this year to bear upon the laws which uphold and legalize the 
traffic in intoxicating drinks. Its numerical strength is believed to 
have exceeded any before arrayed against the destructiveevil. More 
minds have been employed in investigating the nature and sources of 
intemperance, in considering its connection with the pauperism, crime, 
and general disorder of the community, and in searching out the surest 
and most practicable remedy, than at any former period. But it is 
not so much at the number, as at the character of these minds that 
your Committee look. The men who have composed these numerous 
State Conventions — who have guided and controlled these State Tem- 
perance Societies — who have drafted, signed, and advocated, these me- 
morials to our Legislatures, have, as a body, been inferior to none of 
their countrymen in intellectual or moral force, in practical wisdom, 
pure patriotism, or genuine philanthropy. Here, your Committee believe, 
lies the strength of the temperance movement. It is the combined in- 
tellectual and moral force of the nation. The results before us of 
efforts which have been made, are neither entire triumph nor disastrous 
defeat. In the States of Tennessee and Mississippi, the laws which 
were made, at a previous year, for the promotion of temperance, have 
been sustained. In Massachusetts, they have been reversed. In 
States where the question of license has been referred to the people, 
to be decided in town and county meetings, as in Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut and Illinois, the results have been various, but favorable, it is 
believed, to the cause of temperance. In other States, where memo, 
rials numerously signed, have been presented to the Legislatures praying 
for a repeal of the license laws, the Reports of the Committees have, 
with surprising uniformity, acknowledged as correct, all the great facts 
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set forth in the memorials, though from political expediency, they have 
recommended no immediate action. By none has it been supposed 
that legislation alone could ever effect or foster a moral reform, or that 
the best of laws in a free republic, could be enforced if two-fifths of the 
people were from principle and will opposed ; much less, that any good 
would come from frequent changes in the statute book: but the friends 
of temperance in every State do feel that they have asked for that 
which is right, — that which is for the best interest of the community, 
— that which approves itself to the consciences of the legislators, and 
that which will be granted when other interests, which now appear 
more important, shall be uninjured ; that they have every encourage- 
ment, therefore, notwithstanding a few reverses, to labor with the people, 
until the people make one simultaneous effort to throw off the burden. 
Better then will it be for them, and better for the venders. 

" I know,'' said a vender, " the sale of liquor is a great evil. It is the 
cause of the death of thousands of our fellow beings every year, but 
what can I do ? I am engaged in keeping a public house, and I can- 
not get a living without selling liquors, while my neighbors sell. If 
the laws were altered so that no one could sell spirituous liquors, then I 
should be as well off as my neighbors, and some plan be adopted by 
which we could all gel a living!" 

To a wide extent, the State Temperance Societies, with the active 
county and local societies, have now adopted the total abstinence 
pledge. The American mind is no longer without full instruction on 
the point, that there is but one intoxicating principle, Alcohol, the fruit 
of fermentation, found therefore, in different degrees, in fermented, and 
distilled liquors, and producing in each, the same detestable drunken- 
ness ; — that wine is and always has been and always will be a " a 
mocker" and that the man seeks his own destruction who discards as 
unsatisfactory the springs and fountains of the God of nature. 

In some States a large signature has, during the year, been obtained 
to the pledge. The State Society of New York reports 31,258. The 
New York City Society 14,729. The missionaries of the American 
Home Missionary Society 75,000. Indeed, throughout the country 
all, whose hearts are at all placed upon delivering our land and the 
world from the evils of intemperance, not less, it is believed than TWO 
MILLIONS in number, now, with great uniformity, abstain from all 
that intoxicates. 

Some of the most extensive and beautiful celebrations of the last 
National Independence, in which were engaged men of the first stand- 
ing in our country, were upon total abstinence principles. Several of 
the Mayors of our cities responded on the same principles, to the con- 
gratulations of their fellow citizens on New Year's day. And we have 
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the happiness to state that numbers of highly respectable men, who 
thought these principles either uncalled for, or unscriptural, or injurious 
to the great cause, and did not for a season co-operate with us, instead 
of leaving the ranks in disgust and laying down their arms from the 
conflict, have fully adopted them, and are giving them, in their respect- 
ive spheres, all the weight of their influence. 

Drunkenness is still in the land, a most deplorable and heart-rending 
evil. Our laws, institutions, and habits, have for a century been con. 
structed to foster it. The trade of the country labors for its production. 
Almost every public house is specially ordained for its increase and 
perpetuity. On every holiday, at public dinners, social parties, the 
political caucus, on days of election, at the national jubilee, a vast 
array of means is provided tending direct to the horrid result. And, 
as laws and institutions govern the morals of a people, it is surprising 
] that we are not a nation of drunkards. How great the evil is, your 
Committee have not the means of determining. But it is very great, 
especially among two classes of persons : First, the very lowest of 
society, the ignorant, vicious, and degraded of our cities; the poor igno- 
rant foreigners that flock to our shores, and ill-fated but kind-hearted 
seamen falling into the hands of inhuman landlords. With multitudes 
of all these, impoverished, maddened by licensed and unlicensed grog 
shops, our police courts, penitentiaries and alms-houses are incessantly 
crowded. Second, young men of rich and respectable families, gifted 
perhaps with every noble quality, talented, generous, yet reckless of 
money, time, and character ; flashing, blazing, dashing onward, crying, 
*' away dull care," soon becoming, over their sparkling champagne, and 
rich madeira, and brandy, and mint julaps, and heel taps, and night 
caps, miserable beings, breaking the hearts of relatives and friends, 
and, amid the ravings of the hrain -fever, becoming the early tenants of 
a cheerless grave. If the statistics of these blasted hopes of the opu- 
lent families of our cities could be collected, it would, your Committee 
^are confident, appall the community. 

But the reform in our country has been of a wonderful, and blessed 
character. He who casts his vision back only a single year, or con- 
fines it to some spot in which there has been but little action, may not 
see it. But the man who, with an unprejudiced eye and careful scru- 
tiny, will look back twenty years, and examine the social and domestic 
customs, the farms, the trades, the manufactories, the fisheries, the 
shipping of our country, will find that we are not the degraded people 
we once were. Towns and villages, which annually consumed 10 or 
20,000 gallons of spirituous liquors, and double that of fermented, drank 
by all classes, at all times and on all occasions, and where it was po- 
sitively disreputable not to have, to use and to give them, will now meet 
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his eye, protecting nearly all their business and pleasures without 
them, and he will see the traffic abandoned and forsaken as utterly dis- 
reputable and at war in all its branches, except the medical, with public 
sentiment. Philanthropists he will find looking no where else for the 7 
chief causes of crime and poverty but to intemperance $ political eco- 
nomists satisfied that no prosperity can be enjoyed but by a temperate 
people $ jurists and statesmen agreeing that, without the intoxicating 
cup, we should scarce need the work-house and penitentiary ; law* 
givers acknowledging that such provision should be made in the Statute 
Book as will secure universal temperance ; freemen associating to elect 
men to be magistrates and legislators who will make such provision ; 
ministers and churches not only acknowledging that temperance is 
essential to the prosperity of Zion, but considering the man who persists 
in manufacturing, vending, or using intoxicating drinks utterly disquali- 
fied for Christian communion $ men of the first standing and influence 
in the community, men of talents, wealth and piety devoting to the pro. 
motion of the cause of temperance all their energies ; and every where J 
he will hear the results of this great reformation pronounced, as in 
the Maine reports, " very happy," M very salutary," " most happy," 
44 decidedly good,' " great and glorious." 

< Your Committee believe that, throughout the Union, there has been 
no diminution of interest in temperance publications. In some States 
it has been all the reverse ; while the talent and sound principles dis- 
played in their columns, have commanded the attention of the political 
economist and statesman as well as the philanthropist and Christian. To 
the 14,241,710 documents issued in former years, the New- York 
State Society, most energetic of all, has this year added 280,594, 
making 14,522,244 documents, which in eleven years it has scattered 
over the world, expending during that time 8148,409 96. Your Com- 
mittee have been enabled to sustain the Journal of the Union ; not 
however without heavy drafts on their respected Chairman, whose mu- 
nificence they would here gratefully acknowledge. Of this they have 
issued during the year 126,050 copies, sending it to every part of the 
nation, and to different and distant parts of the globe, and they have 
the satisfaction of finding it well received as a judicious and firm sup- 
porter of fundamental temperance principles. They have also been 
induced to issue for the special benefit of the rising generation, a Juve- 
nile Temperance Advocate, of which they have scattered in six months 
60,000 copies, chiefly through the kind agency of Sunday Schools in 
our large cities. Both the political and religious press have given our 
cause cheerful support, for which we cannot be sufficiently grateful. 
But, the Committee feel, that, m the supply of the American people 
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with temperance facts and principles, there is a lamentable deficiency. 
Among fifteen millions of population, there are not sent forth more than 
50,000 temperance publications monthly, whereas, if we would carry 
conviction, as we may, to the American mind, we should issue hundreds 
of thousands. Nothing is wanting to do it but the means, which the 
friends of temperance, now two millions in number, could easily fur- 
nish. The Massachusetts Temperance Union have devised a plan to 
put a temperace paper, monthly, into every family in the State that will 
receive it. Should it be successful, other States may be induced to 
follow the example. 

Your Committee would express their gratitude to the fountain of ail 
wisdom, that they and others who have conducted the Temperance 
Press, have been guided into so much truth, and preserved from errors 
which might have proved destructive to the temperance cause. Such 
a flood of light has burst upon the public mind relative to the deceptive 
and poisonous character of intoxicating drinks, and the connection be- 
tween those drinks with poverty and crime, disease and waste of human 
life, as to astonish and confound even the scientific and observant. The 
conductors of the Temperance press, in making the expose^ have been 
charged with the highest imprudence, and considered as subjecting 
themselves to severe civil judgments. But every examination has 
resulted in their acquittal, showing, that God is with us and that the world 
will be delivered from these base delusions.* 

Your committee believe, that were the public mind as well informed 
on the character and tendency of all wines and other fermented drinks, 
on the frauds practised in their manufacture, on the extent to which 
distilled spirits and deadly drugs are introduced into them, as they are 
on the common spirituous liquors, there would be found very little hos- 
tility to the prohibition of the free and indiscriminate sale of all that 
intoxicates, to be drank on the premises. They feel that it is incum- 
bent, therefore, on the friends of the cause to bring out the facts in the 
case, to show what is, and always has been, the result of wine drinking 
in France and other wine-producing countries ;f of beer drinking in 
England ; of cider drinking in New England ; what is the real po- 
tency of the intoxicating principle in all that is offered in the markets, 
and what are the secrets of the trade by which cider and whiskey are 
turned into wine, and the deadliest drugs are conveyed through the 
brew-house into the human system, to poison and kill the blood and 
prepare men for an early grave. J 

In the summer of 1838, your committee addessed a circular to the 
Marine Insurance Companies of the United States, urging them to fa- 
vor temperance steamboats by a reduction of their premium. Some 
* Appendix B. t Appendix C. t Appendix D. 
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favorable action on this point, had been had in the offices in Cincinnati, 
which now return ten per cent, of the premium on all such boats. And 
to press the subject farther, the committee, at the suggestion of Gen. 
Cocke, the president of the Union, he himself generously offering the 
sum of $500 to defray the expense, appointed the last autumn, Mr. 
Augustin Chester, of Cincinnati, to visit all the Insurance Offices, and 
Companies owning and navigating boats at the west, and, by his per- 
sonal influence, effect the desired object. Mr. Chester has prosecuted 
his mission with a due degree of diligence. He has visited the offices 
and companies from Wheeling to Mobile, and laid before them the 
important subject. Some readily acceded to his proposals, while near, 
ly all gave them their respectful attention. There are, he estimates, 
about 100 Insurance Offices in the west, and he thinks that all, but 
about half a dozen, have adopted or will adopt the resolution to deduct 
ten per cent, in favor of Temperance boats. " In this operation," he 
says, " if carried out, you have struck upon the most effectual and per- 
haps only plan to effect a radical reform in this western world." 

The character of our shipping, almost universally reached by the 
Temperance reformation, is now highly gratifying to the true philan- 
thropist ; but if the seaman is temperate while at his home " on the 
mountain wave," he is, to a sad extent, the reverse when he comes 
within the influence of the tavern and the dram-shop, where his feet 
take hold on death and hell. Much has been done in all our ports, but 
there is need of a new and vigorous effort among all the shipping, to 
bring every seaman to a voluntary and hearty signature of the pledge 
of total abstinence. 

Your committee deplore it that any of our ships, especially ships 
sailing under the Temperance flag, should be employed to carry intox- 
icating liquors to unchristianized and uncivilized men ; and they 
feel that the public indignation should be made to burn against such 
an act of treachery to all the best interests of the human race. It is the 
reproach and shame of America ; and whenever the poison is exported 
to missionary stations — the missionaries themselves on board — there to 
thwart all their efforts to save man from sin and death, it has a cha- 
racter of peculiar blackness. Men who will do this for money, charter 
their ships for the heralds of salvation, and fill their holds with New 
England rum, should be held up to the execration of the civilized 
world.* 

Your committee regret also to report, that the spirit ration is con- 
tinued in the navy. Some noble officers and parts of crews have man- 
fully rejected it, nailing the temperance flag to the mast ; but in many 
of the ships, it is the ruin of some of the fairest hopes of our country.f 

* Appendix E. t Appendix F. 
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An aWe memorial on the subject has been presented to Congress from 
he State Temperance Convention of Maine, speaking a language 
which ought to be heard by the people of this great Republic. 

This Convention, say they, have rejoiced that strong drinks are 
excluded from the naval schools, and hope much from the auspicious 
influences of that institution. But they cannot reconcile with the duties 
of Government, the unwelcome fact, that two gills of distilled spirits 
are every day distributed to each of the seamen in the naval service of 
the United States, on every sea and in every clime. 

They are not unaware that fears are entertained, lest the discon- 
tinuance of the ration may impede the obtainment of recruits. But the 
experiment has not been tried. What influence an increase of wages 
may have, is unknown. 

In merchant vessels, in agricultural pursuits, in manufacturing 
establishments and many other branches of industry, the total absti- 
nence principle has been adopted, without encountering a diminution 
of laborers. 

Must we, then, be told that our public vessels are the only places 
where moral principles cannot be cultivated and enforced ? 

Besides, — this objection derives its chief strength from the very 
usage against which we are protesting. The argument of the sailor is, 
that the ration has always been allowed, and therefore it is claimed for 
the future. 

The objection also implies that the ration, with all its devastating ef- 
fects, must never cease ; at least, not until sailors, by having become 
disused to drinking, shall no longer desire ardent spirits. And by 
whom shall the salutary lessons of abstinence be taught to them 1 
Not indeed by our public officers, while in the very act of administer- 
ing daily the two gills. Will the Government, then, abandoning its solici- 
tude for immediate enlistments, and conscious of its own moral incapa* 
bilities, send the applicants away that they may first learn Temperance 
in the merchant service or elsewhere ? Views so humiliating, cannot, 
for a moment, be indulged. Duty, honor, humanity, all indicate that 
the navy, this national favorite, should lead in the cause of Tempe- 
rance, that its example may come down in blessings upon all other 
maritime employments. To this glory, unfading in its nature, we would 
invite the aspirings of the navy* 

A recent letter to our Secretary, from the Chairman of the naval 
Committee, holds out the promise of some relief, but more feeling must 
be manifested throughout the community, before the powerful influences 
of interest and appetite, yet supporting this evil, can be broken and the 
curse removed. 

From the army, reports have reached us of a very encouraging 
nature. Not only is all spirjt'ration withheld, but the soldiers are 
voluntarily enrolling themselves on the principle of total abstinence 
from all that intoxicates. At Bedloe's Island, N. Y., the general 
recruiting station, from whence troops are constantly going out to all 
the forts, more, than 400 have, since October last* signed . the pledge 
of total abstinence. 
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In New England, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, the 
business of distillation has, for several years, been on the decline. In 
the State of New York the number of distilleries has been reduced from 
1 100 to less than 200 * And in all these States it is branded, when it is 
carried on for the purpose of continuing and increasing the means of 
drunkenness, as it should be in ail civilized communities, as at war with 
the human race. But in the new States at the west, there has been a 
considerable increase, occasioned probably by the abundance and low 
price of grain, and, in the hope that in some part of the world to which 
the fiery poison is sent, it may find a market and bring back a profit to 
those who, for these unhallowed and murderous gains, are willing to 
engage in it. It is gratifying to see the men of stability and principle 
in tho£e States, who are looking at the welfare of the rising generation 
and the firmness and perpetuity of the institutions which they are plant- 
ing, raise their voice against it as a business which, while it may enrich 
a few, will bring a blast upon every thing which fills with transport the 
eye of the patriot, the philanthropist, and the Christian, as it wander* 
over the rich and luxurious valley of the Father of waters. Most praise 
worthy was the act of a late Kalamazoo Mutual Insurance Company 
in their refusal to grant insurance to seven distilleries in Michigan, some 
of which had already commenced the unrighteous work of converting 
the wholesome breadstufis, the gift of the God of nature for a beasvolent 
purpose, into a destructive element of intemperance and crime. Your 
committee fully respond to the sentiment, 

** Never can a distillery, brewery, or grog-shop be insured, or their 
perpetuation in any way be encouraged by those who wish well to the 
health, sobriety, moral* or domestic happiness of ttetr fellow creatures. 
It would be infinitely better for the community and the world, were 
these engines of death and nell all burned to the ground ^ they are a 
lighting, withering, desolating curse to man, without one redeeming 
bonsideration ; and those who in any way aid in erecting or sustaining 
them by furnishing labor, material, grain or money, form a triple league 
in the work of death, and incur a most fearful responsibility." 

Splendid hotels in large cities are strong fortresses of the great de- 
stroyer. Not only is the table his throne, but he stations his emissaries 
at the front entrance to pounce upon his victims as they enter under the 
exhaustion of arduous labor and craving appetite. It is a striking cha* 
racteristic of these establishments in America, that no gentleman with 
a company of refined ladies, can come into the main entrance, lest they 
fall upon the bar with its disgusting accompaniments, but must go round 
to another street and enter a side door ; while in Europe it is ail the is> 

• Appendix G* 
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verse. The main entrance there has every thing inviting to the pure 
mind, while be who would seek the tap room and the drinking company, 
must go into a cellar or some back room not easily discoverable, and 
whose entrance is by a different passage. Thus, while other nations 
conceal their defects and follies, we unblushingly expose ours to the 
light of day ; and because we dp, superficial travelers at once decide, 
that we are far more intemperate than other nations who may exceed 
us in wine, beer and spirit drinking, and downright drunkenness. 

The establishment of hotels from which all that intoxicates shall be 
removed, is becoming more and more an object of serious attention in 
our large cities. One in Boston, and one in Albany, and one at West 
Point, established, greatly to his honor, by the Secretary of War, and 
others in smaller places, are attracting much admiration. By their 
increase alone, can that pestilential influence be counteracted, which 
now goes forth from those bars and tables whose attractions many 
young men are not able to resist, and which too often make the travel- 
er's home a den of thieves. 

Your committee are not disposed to speak with undue asperity of 
those whose business it is to make drunkards, destroy families, and 
ruin souls. 

In the government of a righteous God, they may not, will not, cannot 
prosper. The distiller, the wine manufacturer, the brewer, the grocer, 
may each say, * My business is good, the appetites of men will be gnu 
titled, I am not accountable for the injury others may do to themselves, 
and if I am, let it come ; give me riches and I will take the responsibili- 
ty :' Conscience may be trampled under foot, the heart hardened, busi- 
ness driven, and driven well for a time ; but, as years roll on, troubles may 
come ; customers prove drunkards and rail ; bad debts accumulate ; 
children grow up without restraint ; sons become vile, and, at last, 
through the pressure of many reverses, the manufacturer or vender 
himself may fall before the destroyer, and, with the multitude he has ruin- 
ed, be swept away in his wickedness. Instances of such judgments 
have come to the knowledge of your committee, peculiarly appalling; 
Nor is it of rare occurrence, that, under the maddening influence of 
the drink they sell, and the drink they taste because they sell, they shed 
the blood of their companions in folly and lay down their lives on tlie 
altar of public justice, ' I was intoxicated,' said a barkeeper recently, in 
St. Louis, as he lay bound in the murderer's cell, waiting his exe* 
cution for murder. 

" I was intoxicated, buUot drunk. If I had not been intoxicated, and 
engaged in that business, I would never have been here. Since I have 
been a bar-keeper, I have often had serious reflections, and was afraid 
J should lose my soul, J never attempted to pray, because I knew it 
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would be making a mock of it, till I could give up idling and drink- 
ing. No man can be religious to be in that business, because he knows 
he is injuring his fellow men as well as himself. I knew all the time I 
was about it, that I was injuring my fellow men and making their fami- 
lies miserable. O ! I have seen enough of that in my time. 1 have 
often had bad feelings when I saw men to whom I sold, going hon.e 
to their families. But these feelings would soon pass away. From 
my personal intercourse with liquor sellers, I am satisfied they all know 
that their business does nobody any good, but produces only mischief 
and misery. But all they care about is the money they get, and they 
generally have so little principle if it wasn't for fear of the law, I don't 
see why they wouldn't steal money just as soon as make it in that way. 
It would not do people more hurt. Mother often wanted me to leave 
off my selling liquor, and follow my trade. As I am now to die, I am 
anxious to do all I can for those I leave behind. And I should like to 
warn all liquor sellers against the influence of their business, and I 
hope my example may be a warning to them. I would warn all young 
men against drinking. From what I have seen and experienced dur. 
ing the last nine years, I am convinced that no man can sip a little oc- 
casionally without becoming a drunkard. I have seen a great many 
respectable men begin in this way, and not stop till they had ruined 
their fortunes, and their health, and lost their lives. I have seen a 
great many families in comfortable circumstances, reduced to poverty 
and perfect wretchedness by my business, and now I deeply regret that 
I have in any degree contributed to it. There is no safety any where 
but in letting liquor alone entirely. When I lived with Esq. Bayard, 
I lived happy in those day3. O ! if I had but attended to the faithful 
instructions I received while in that godly family, and in Sabbath School, 
I might have been a respectable and useful man, and a comfort to my 
aged mother in her declining years." 

The expressions were written down as he uttered them, and read 
over to him one by one, and he declared they were correct. 

He mentioned a fact which shows the influence of this business, in 
blunting every sensibility of man's nature. Since he has been confined, 
not a single one of the two hundred and seventy-five rum sellers in St. 
Louis has ever come near him or offered to do any thing for him. 

Your committee believe that, would the friends of temperance, in 
every place, lay such a confession on every bar and every counter, 
where liquor is sold, they would do much toward breaking up the re. 
tail trade. They believe also that, would they endeavor to ascertain 
what quantity of liquor any retailer in a course of years has sold, what 
proportion of his customers have become drunkards, when and how 
they have died, what has become of their families and patrimonial es- 
tates, what is the condition of such as are now living, what the condi- 
tion of their wives and children, what burden they are to the community, 
what brutality, domestic cruelty or open crime, when, under the influ- 
ence of liquor, they have committed, and how the use of strong drink 
has made them profane, Sabbath breakers, and barred them from the 
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kingdom of God, and set all this evil before them in a Spirit of kind* 
ness, and pat it to their consciences, whether they can longer pursue a 
business so awful in all its results, that it would soon be removed from, 
at least, the Christian community. 

The fourth Tuesday of February, the day of simultaneous meetings, 
was observed with a good spirit in various parts of the country. It is hop. 
ed, that it will receive more and more attention, and that both at home 
and in foreign countries and at all missionary stations, it will form one 
great concert, that our supplications and thanksgivings may ascend to. 
gether, and that all beholders may be led to inquire, what meanitk 
this ? 

No work of moral reform is without its discouragements. The promot. 
er of temperance, m this world subservient to appetite and interest, will 
find them pressing on every side. Here, an appalling apathy and indiffer- 
ence in men from whom he hoped and expected warm co-operation ; there, 
opposition, reproach and ridicule, not easily encountered ; here a defec- 
tion in some who solemnly pledged themselves to abstinence ; there, a 
yielding up of efforts which promised the happiest results; here, a with* 
holding of the moral and religious influence, even the very ministers of 
Christ standing forth in opposition ; and there, party-spirit and political 
considerations, not merely engrossing the attention of the community, 
but viewing the temperance cause as interfering with their own high and 
all-important interests. If he is disposed to look at all or even one of 
these, and suffer them to influence his mind, he will do nothing. But if, 
like the bold mariner, bent on his course, he considers them only as a 
few opposing winds and currents, he will soon, by skill and perseverance, 
be beyond their reach, guiding his bark safely into its destined haven. 

"You cannot get me/* said a distinguished senator in Congress, "but 
you will get my children." On this point, we see that which is like the 
light of the morning. The numerous Juvenile Temperance Societies, 
C4 the Cold Water Army," with its bright cherub faces* coming up all over 
our land, waving with joy and triumph the te- total banner, are a securi- 
ty for the temperance reformation, for at least two succeeding genera- 
tions, and we hope forever. Many of the Juvenile celebrations of the 4th 
of July last, were of a most interesting character. In Baltimore more 
than 2500 children and youth, marched in procession from Monument 
Square to Howards' Woods, where the Declaration of Independence was 
read and addresses were delivered. To see so many of the rising gen. 
eration enlisted under the banner of temperance, was trujy an imposing 
spectacle. 

In the past year, there has been but little direct ecclesiastical action 
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in ourcanss ; nofc km to be presumed* bncaise ansbsiaatai al bodiei of 
aqy ^ftoorowaiioa are, averse to such action, but because it would be a 
repetition of the past. What now is needed, is, zeal and -energy among* 
the ministers and churches which shall entry out acknowledged pwnci* 
pies ; a thorough practical exhibition of pure tenpet anoe ; a holding up 
of total abstinence from all that intoxicates as faming a constituent 
part of consistent Christianity ; and a commendation of the cause to- all 
men, as deserving their confidence and lovew 

In some minds, there is a fearful apprehension that the principles of 
total abstinence are not fully authorized by the Holy Scriptures, that 
these principles in fact, bring direct reproach upon the word of God 
and the Savior of men, and will result, if unchecked, in a subversion 
of the holy ordinance of the. Lord's Supper. 

Your committee believe, that very many of the friends and support- 
ers of these principles, are surpassed by none in humble piety, and a read* 
iness and determination to bow submissively to the word of God, and 
to follow the example of the divine Savior. On this subject, however, 
such are confident, 

1. That there is no obligation resting upon them, from anything 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, to use intoxicating drinks as a bever- 
age. In the most perfect abstinence from them, man may do the whole 
will of God, and secure his eternal salvation. 

2. They believe the fruit of the vine, given of God, to be a bless- 
ing. Like bread, it has, in ail ages, supported, refreshed, and gladdened 
the heart. It was used at the ancient passover. It was poured out be- 
fore the Lord, in religious ordinances. But wine from the hand of 
man, wine, fermented, alcoholic, drugged, " is a mocker" so pronounced 
by the Holy Ghost ; is that on which man should not look when " it 
giveth his color in his cup, when it moveth itself aright? for, " at the 
last, it hiteth like a serpent, it stingeth like an adder"* 

3. They find God usually furnishing water, and water only to his own 
favored servants, t6 the Israelites in the wilderness, and to his servant 
Elijah.; actually requiring total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks 
in some of the most solemn and important circumstances of life, in the 
priests serving at the altar, and in kings and princes in the administra- 
tion of justice ; and highly approving of it, as in the Rec ha bites, when 
voluntarily assumed. 

4. The character of the Savior forbids the thought that he should, 
iw the gratification and use of his own family friends, and to shew forth 
his glory, make a wine which should be a curse, and against which his 
Spirit had warned the world, instead of wine, the natural fruit of the 
grape, always accounted by his countrymen, a blessing, f 

* Appendix H. \ Appendix I. 
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5. The known character of the fruit of the vine used at the Passo- 
ver, as unfermented and innoxious, lays a foundation for a presumption 
that such may hare heen used at the Lord's Supper, which was instituted 
at that feast ; and that such, therefore, if it may be obtained, cannot foil to 
be acceptable, as it is safe above all others, to the end of the world.* 

6. Some of the first Christians, as Timothy, were decided total absti- 
nence men, using only water in all seasons of health ; and Paul strictly 
enjoined entire abstinence from wine when its use might lead others to 
think that the Christian differed not from the heathen.f 

7. Without adverting at all to the past, the circumstances in which 
we are placed, the character of intoxicating drinks, adulterated and 
drugged, the prevalence of intemperance, and the possible rescue of 
poor inebriates, bid us "taste not, touch not, handle not." 

From these considerations, the friends of total abstinence feel, that 
they have a strong argument from the Bible for abstaining from all intox- 
icating liquors as a beverage, yea, that there is a high moral obligation 
resting upon them ; that the Savior is owning and blessing them in the 
course they pursue, while " to kirn who 91 here " knoweth to do good and 
doethit not, to him it is sin." If they err, they look up for wisdom to 
direct. But not for the world would they assume the responsibility of 
encouraging men in the use of a drink, which has filled the earth with 
sadness, and may destroy those " for whom Christ died." 

The influence of the Church is vast in this matter. Let the Church 
hold back, entrenching herself in interpretations of Scripture received 
and fostered in a wine drinking age, and drunkenness will continue to roll 
over the earth, causing thousands to descend to that gulf of despair, 
where they must «• drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured 
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation." 

Your committee hail with gladness every thing that may result in 
an increased purity and more vigorous action in Christian churches, 
and do especially rejoice in a presentation about to be made of the sub- 
ject for special action to every ecclesiastical body in the land, by a high. 
ly respectable committee of the -New York State Temperance Society; 
and pray that it may result in one simultaneous movement which shall 
bring every minister and every Christian to give to it all his holy ener- 
gies, and carry il triumphant, as they might, throughout the world.:): 

From the commencement of the Temperance reformation, the Medi- 
cal Faculty have given it all the strength of their influence ; and, through 
their exertions, alcohol is no longer considered, an universal panacea, 
an aid to nature to bear her weaknesses, useful to guard against conta- 

* Appendix K. t Appendix L. t Appendix M. 
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gion, prevent sickness, help digestion, remove pain, brace the nerves 
give tone to the stomach and sleep, and vigor to infancy. These 
mischievous delusions are passed away, and the sick chamber is no 
longer the place where the demon nestles and laughs and revels over his 
miserable victims. 

To the Legislators, Magistrates, and officers of our national and 
State governments, we must continue to look, as we reasonably may, 
for help in our great cause. 

The committee would not be guilty of assuming to themselves more 
wisdom in affairs of State than other men, especially those who have 
been elevated by the suffrages of their countrymen to the exalted sta- 
tions of guides to these free Republics. Yet they cannot but express 
their surprise that, while the messages of our respected Chief Magis- 
trates lament, from year to year, the great prevalence of pauperism and 
crime, and while the wisdom of our Legislatures and the money of our 
citizens is employed in erecting jails, penitentiaries, work-houses and 
asylums, so little allusion is made to the chief cause of these evils — the 
existence of licensed grog shops and tippling houses — and when made, 
so much reluctance should be manifested to its removal. 

The friends of temperance feel, throughout the United States, that 
there is no necessity for these burdens, and that, as they do nothing 
to create them, they at least should be exempt from the task of sup. 
porting them. 

In casting their suffrages for men who taste not the intoxicating 
cup, and would check and suppress the ruinous traffic, they are charg- 
ed with the design of forming a political party. Such a thing would be 
so fraught with indiscretion, that they have not felt themselves called 
upon to disclaim it. But it is a right and a duty which they can never 
yield, and never throw off without being recreant to all the best inter- 
ests of their country, to give their votes for men to be governors, legis- 
lators and judges, who, in their view, have the best qualifications. And 
between two candidates, other things being equal, one of whom manu- 
factures, sells and uses intoxicating drinks, and the other, from princi- 
ple, does not, there can never be a question which should have the 
votes of the temperance man. Said Mr. Jefferson, a statesman of no 
common worldly wisdom, a little before his death, •• Were I to com- 
mence MY ADMINISTRATION AGAIN, WITH THE KNOWLEDGE WHICH, 
FROM EXPERIENCE, I HAVE ACQUIRED, THE FIRST QUESTION WHICn 1 
WOULD ASK, WITH REGARD TO EVERY CANDIDATE FOR PUBLIC OFFICE, 
SHOULD BE, IS HE ADDICTED TO THE USE OF ARDENT SPIRIT ?" And 

said a greater, "It is not for kings to drink wine, nor for princes to 
drink strong drink, lest they drink and forget the law and pervert the 
7 
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judgment of the afflicted." And if, in addition to their superior personal 
qualifications, temperate rulers alone are so free from mat strong bias 
which appetite and interest may create, as to protect the community 
by suitable statutes from the burdens occasioned by the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquors, the smallest degree of pure patriotism, as well as selfish- 
ness, must bid us elevate such to be our rulers. 

But the friends of temperance are confident that the time is near 
when all must assent to our principles as the principles of true political 
economy. If it is a correct maxim, and we believe it is, " that the 
labor of men's hands is the foundation of all wealth, and that the pro- 
perly of the State is increased or diminished as their hands are weak- 
ened or strengthened" then the numerous drunkards in our country, are 
not only a burden and a moth, abstracting from the commonwealth all 
their own labor, but abstracting the labor of thousands on thousands 
more to support them, and to defray the expense which their idleness 
and ferocity occasion to the community. If the millions now annually 
wasted in the United States on intoxicating drinks could be saved and 
added to the common stock of the nation, increasing its agriculture, its 
commerce, its fisheries, its education, its domestic comforts, its internal 
improvements, its health, its religious blessings ; and the morals of the 
nation were left unimpaired by this depraving power, how soon should 
we stand pre-eminent in all that is truly desirable and glorious among 
the nations of the earth 1 We invite our chief magistrates, legislators 
and patriots, to contemplate the picture, and ask what shall be done ? 

Your committee rejoice that there is a spirit abroad which asks not 
what is public sentiment, not what is expedient to secure this and that 
object, person or place, but what is right 1 what is duty to our country 
and to God 1 While public sentiment controls society, it is yet often 
like chance or the wind ; uncontrollable, setting all calculations at defi- 
ance, and disappointing our most sanguine expectations. While it has 
had no mercy upon the man who, in a fit of passion, should take the life 
of his neighbor, or upon an individual who should put poison in a well 
and destroy a family, it has sustained and honored the man who has 
opened a fountain of poison, making many a wife widow, and child 
fatherless ; yea, it has given him a license to do it as demanded by the 
public good. It would almost have sunk a ship in the ocean which 
should have brought the plague to our shores destroying ten individuals, 
and yet it has welcomed home with rejoicing, successive cargoes of 
wine, brandy and rum, which have sent desolation through the commu- 
nity. It would have pot the man in a penitentiary or a mad house, 
who in a time of scarcity for bread, should have poured a cargo of 
grain into the harbor, and yet it has extplled him as a promoter of the 
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public good who has done far worse than destroy that grain, extracted 
from it a poison which has brought thousands to an untimely end. It 
would now wage war with any nation that should press half a dozen 
seamen into its service, or take from us an acre of territory, or a single 
life, and yet it patiently bears with an enemy that presses into its ser. 
vice 300,000 of our citizens, strips 100,000 of their farms, their clothing 
and their beds* and sends 30,000 year by year, to an untimely grave. 
More ; it courts, it patronises, it holds over it the shield of public pro. 
tection ; it stigmatizes the man as illiberal and sordid, an ultraist and 
fanatic who calls for its destruction. Its only corrector is in a con* 
sultation of minds resolved to ask, not what the public think, and the 
public will bear, but what is truth, what is duty ? Such minds, it is be* 
lieved, have been found in the State, and National Temperance Con- 
ventions. None can deny, that they have corrected great and funda- 
mental errors in the public mind, in relation to the manufacture, sale 
and use of intoxicating liquors. 

Tour committee, as designated to call so highly responsible and im- 
portant an assembly as a National Convention, would do it only in obe- 
dience to the public will. They have themselves believed that such a 
Convention, at no distant period, would be of eminent service to our 
great cause, especially in relation to the laws still existing in most of the 
States, which legalize and patronize the traffic in intoxicating drinks* 
During the year, the New York State Society, the New Jersey State 
Society, the Pennsylvania State Convention, and the State Society of 
Maryland, have each asked that such a Convention may be called, and 
your Committee, on consultation, have fixed upon the summer of 1841, 
as the most suitable season for it. And they hope that, by that periodt 
there will be a great preparation for it, and that the call will be reci. 
procated from every State and county in the Union, and from foreign 
countries. 

Your committee have dwelt long, perhaps too long upon our belov. 
ed country, the object of their strongest affections, the seat of their un- 
remitted labors and the subject of their daily prayers. But they hasten 
away to other countries, whence come tidings of good, almost passing 
belief. 

In England, there are now three Temperance Associations which 
claim to be national. The British and Foreign Temperance Society, of 
which the Bishop of London is Patron, on the old ardent spirit pledge, 
now, but little more than nominal. The new British and Foreign Tern, 
perance Society, which last year adopted the American pledge, and 
the British and Foreign Society for the suppression of intemperance, 
under the Earl of Stanhope, pledged to total abstinence from personal 
use, but nothing further. 
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The delegates commissioned by us to their last anniversaries, as well 
as our respected chairman, were most cordially welcomed, and, it is be. 
lieved, their visit was greatly blessed of heaven. 

The adoption of the American Pledge, by the New British and For- 
eign Temperance Society, was a great event for Britain and Europe. Op- 
posed as it was by many, as that which would ruin the cause, it has 
given an union and energy to the friends of temperance in London, Liv- 
erpool, Birmingham, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dublin, and the smaller 
towns and villages of the United Kingdom. Five hundred copies of the 
annual Report of this now vigorous institution have been received by 
your committee and dispersed over the country. 

This Report is highly interesting and instructive, and, while it shows 
much done, it brings to view a mighty work to be accomplished. Jn 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, the money annually expended in drink- 
ing is £50,000,000, and the waste fifty more, while prisons, poor houses, 
asylums and mad houses are filled with the victims of the great destroyer. 
Not less than 600,000 common drunkards reel in the streets. Intem- 
perance is the cankerworm that eats out the strength of the army and 
navy, and is most destructive in the merchant service. Throughout the 
realm, the traffic is the great antagonist to temperance. To the traffic, 
the desire of gain, England owes the attractive embellishments of the 
gin-shop, with her clubs and balls and concerts and fairs and races. 
The number of beer sellers in the United Kingdom is about 45,000 and 
of licensed victuallers, 55,000. The number of licensed establishments 
for the sale of intoxicating liquors, in London, is 7000, while the num. 
ber of churches is only 600. — 30,000 Londoners are annually fined as 
drunk, and one third of these are females. £20,000 are spent every 
Sabbath-day at the drinking houses. In England and Wales are 
100,000 commitments annually to the jails of the able bodied popu- 
lation of England and Wales, most of them for crimes which had their 
origin in intemperance. 

But the hydra is held in check. In England and Scotland are about 
a million persons now enrolled on the total abstinence principle ; 10,000 
are in London; 30,000 in Glasgow; 30,000 in Liverpool; 20,000 in 
Manchester. Men of influence and character are standing out boldly in 
its defence. Replies to a circular sent to a large number of influential 
characters, by the Corresponding Secretary of the New British and Fo- 
reign Society, fill a large part of the last Report, and are of an instructive, 
convincing, and gratifying character. Eighty medical gentlemen, among 
the first in the kingdom, have made a declaration that no alcoholic drink 
either wine, beer or spirit, is beneficial to health, can do no good even 
in the most moderate quantities, while larger quantities do, sooner or later, 
prove injurious to the human constitution. 
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In Scotland, as in England, the mother Temperance Society adhering 
to the Old Pledge ; is nearly defunct, and the Association, now efficient 
and powerful, is the Western Scottish Temperance Union, established 
on the Total Abstinence principle. In Edinburgh, from Jan. 1st to Dec 
16th last, 3,520 signatures were obtained in three te-total coffee-houses* 
in that city. A splendid meeting was held on the 10th of last month 
in honor of her Majesty's marriage. 

Temperance publications, both in England and Scotland, have assum. 
ed a new character, and a noble effort is making to circulate monthly* 
10,000 copies of the principal Temperance Journal among the clergy, 
physicians, mayors, judges and other public officers of the kingdom. 

The clergy both of England and Scotland of all denominations, have 
rather stood aloof from our cause ; but it must soon command their 
attention and love, if, according to the testimony of the President of the 
Scottish Temperance Union, it has already brought 70,000 within the 
sound of tho gospel, and to embrace the religion of Christ The follow- 
ing declaration, of so distinguished a servant and minister of Christ, as 
the Rev. Wm. Jay, of Bath, 

The subject of te-total ism I have examined physically, and morally, 
and Christianly ; and after all my reading, and reflection, and obser- 
vation, and experience, I have reached a very firm and powerful con- 
viction, that next to " the glorious gospel," God could not bless the 
human race so much as by the abolition of all intoxicating spirits, 

has been received with joy by thousands on both sides of the At. 
lantic, and we hope that it may lead hundreds and thousands of 
others who minister at the altar, to give it the same attention and 
cordial embrace. 

From North Wales, whose clergy have been nearly all pioneers and 
laborers in the cause, we have most cheering accounts. Twenty 
ministers of all denominations, we are told, are pledged and zealous ad. 
vocates of the temperance society, for every one that are advocates for 
the little drop and drinking system. The same as to members of the 
different churches. In South Wales, the cause is now advancing with 
great rapidity. Says the Rev. Charles Bala — " We have had the honor 
and privilege, of preparing the way of the Lord, now we may expect 
his coming with power and might." 

But Ireland ! Ireland ! How shall we speak of this new and wonder- 
ful field ? In what language shall we describe a movement here — a rush 
of population — which, had it been for rebellion and blood, would have 
covered the heavens with blackness 1 But it has been all for peace. 
The triumphs of Cork, and Limerick, and Waterford, and Dungarvon, 
and Clonmel, of Killarney, and Tallow, and Galway, and Loughrea, 
and Dublin, are triumphs of blessedness. Like the rush of the Crusad. 
era to take Jerusalem from the infidel foe, the nation is moved in 
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mighty masses, but she returns not to put on the more slavish chains 
of sensuality and death. 

Your committee have endeavored to^look at this mighty movement 
in the Emerald Isfe with calmness. They have sought for information 
from every source, from papers of every religious denomination, and 
political party ; they have looked at the reports of mayors, judges and 
police courts, respecting the cessation of drunkenness and crime; 
they have held correspondence with men in whom they have long 
placed entire confidence j they have conversed with individuals from 
the scene of reform, and they are satisfied that it is a good wosk ; the 
same work that we have known among ourselves ; carried forward, 
not indeed as it has been here, but perhaps in the only way in which it 
could ever be effected, among that strongly marked and peculiar 
people.* 

The first notice of this extraordinary movement was received by your 
committee in a letter from Richard Allen, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Irish Temperance Union, dated Nov. 19, 1839. In this they were 
informed that the Rev. Theobold Mathew, a Roman Catholic priest 
of Cork, was administering, in the South of Ireland, the total abstinence 
pledge to thousands on thousands ; — that the people were pressing 
toward him in the cities and large towns, from 30 and 40 miles ; ab- 
juring in his presence all intoxicating drinks ; and receiving his certi. 
ficate and blessing. From that period to the latest dates, there has been 
no cessation of the great work. In Limerick, 70,000 have received the 
pledge, generally on the bended knee aod uncovered ; in Waterford, 
100,000; in Castle Comer, 15,000 ; at Tullee, 12,000 ; at Gort, 50,000 ; 
at Dublin, 60,000 ; at Wexford, 50,000, and so on through all the larger 
places; making more than a million in number. 

Your committee can find neither time nor space to give the descrip- 
tion furnished of these astonishing movements. 

In Limerick, the giving of pledges was commenced at the court-hoose 
on Sunday. The Rev. gentleman, after the sermon, proceeded in a 
covered car, attended by his friends, towards the appointed spot We 
do not exaggerate when we say, that from Denmark street to the 
site of the court house, there were thirty thousand people moving. He 
was unmoved, and while his friends remarked on the stupendous demon- 
stration, with some nervousness, he smiled at the scene, and displayed 
a feeling of gratulation, that he had been the vessel chosen by God for 
so mysteriously important a revolution. As the car neared the railings 
of the court, the rush was awful. A few adventurous persons clam, 
bered up the narrow and sharp spikes, to gain a view. The ballustrade 
near the river was covered. Many were received in the evening before 
Mr. Matthew retired to dinner. At the close of his brief meal, he arose 
and received, up to nine o'clock, some hundreds in the hall of Dr. Dun- 
bar's house. They entered the front and made exit by the back doors* 
The ceremony was renewed in the morning at five, but the multitude were 
• Appendix N. 
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00 unreasonable that, we regret to etate, a woman lost her life. 
The crowd gathered insensibly, and the pressure from the rear forced 
in the rails of the area of Mr. Dunbar's residence. About nine o'clock 
he proceeded to the court-house, and continued to receive the pledges 
until about three o'clock, when the crowd became so dense as to infect 
the atmosphere of the room where he was. Mr. Dunbar went to the 
Mayor, and an escort of the Scots' Grays was sent down to the court, the 
avenues to the court were cleared, and the Rev. gentleman emancipat- 
ed. The crowds were so anxious to catch a glimpse of the great aposo 
tie, that they braved the hoofs of horses and the swords of dragoons to 
touch the hem of his garment. The military kept all approaches free, 
and the most perfect regularity was observed. About ten thousand 
people knelt down in Mallow street, covering every superficial inch from 
Mr. Dunbar's to George street, while a guard of the military acting as 
protection, the Rev. gentleman went through them all and administered 
the pledge, every head uncovered. When he desired them all to siand, 
the simultaneous rising of so vast a number afforded one of the greatest 
spectacles imaginable. They departed in peace and good order to their 
respective homes. 

Mr. Mathew then proceeded to the steam-boat quay, and received 
seven hundred men, who came from Kilrush, not allowing them to 
disembark and increase the confusion so prevalent at that hour over the 
city. 

The words of the imposing part of the ceremonial, were — " I promise, 
while I belong to the Teetotal Abstinence Society, to abstain from all 
kinds of intoxicating drink, unless used medically ; and that I will dis. 
countenance, by advice and example, the causes of intemperance in 
others.* 9 The Rev. gentlemen then adding, " God bless you, and 
enable you to keep the promise you have taken." 

At Waterford, notwithstanding that the rain fell in vast quantities 
the avenues to the city presented a dense mass of living beings wending 
their way to the Apostle. Several hundreds arrived from the county 
of Wexford in market boats, whilst the river steamers, which ply be. 
tween the counties of Waterford and Wexford, were thronged far 
beyond their usual fare. At nine o'clock, the Rev. T. Mathew, ac 
companied by the bishop, Rev. Dr. Foran, Major Gaban, Sir Ben- 
jamin Morris, Mr. P. J. Murphy, and other gentlemen, left King street 
for Ballybricken, in the midst of whose large area a temporary husting 
was erected. The ground had already been occupied by Alderman H. 
Alcock, mayor pro tempore, Col. Manners, and two companies of the 
87th depot, with the city police under the command of Captain Wright, 
and the members of the Local Temperance Society, with medais dis- 
played. The military and police formed a cordon around the hustings, 
and the members exerted themselves with zeal for the preservation of 
order. But it was unavailing ; the torrent of human beings bore down 
every obstacle, and after much exertion, the Rev. gentleman with diffi- 
culty adjourned to the Court house. Here Mr. Mathew and his friends 
were comparatively comfortable, and no serious accident took place. 
As each batch entered the Court house hall, they knelt in humility and 
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devotion, took the pledge at the hand of the great administrator, and, 
passing out by a different door from that which they went in, gave 
sufficient room to their followers. This plan was admirable, and tend- 
ed very considerably to the convenience of the Rev. gentleman and the 
people. As each batch rose up alter repeating the words of the pledge, 
brightness glowed in their countenances, such expressions as " Thank 
God, we are happy now," — " Heaven bless you, Father Mathcw," 
issued from the lips of the regenerated. We were happy to observe 
that many of the police knelt before the Apostle, and plighted their 
vow never to drink intoxicating liquors more. 

To those at a distance, the details, says the Waterford Chronicle, we 
have endeavored to collect and embody, may appear exaggerated, and 
the work more of fancy than of fact ; but we can only assert that we 
pledge ourselves to the literal accuracy of every circumstance we fur* 
nish, and that we find ourselves unable to paint the picture as it pre- 
sented itseif to our eyes. To see thousands and thousands of human 
beings, whose days had been much devoted to a fascinating, but peril, 
ous habit, coming from a far distance, amid the rain and the storm — 
braving the hostility of the elements, and of poverty and destitution — 
committing themselves to the slender chance of secular commiseration 
for the means of support during their absence from an humble home — 
doing this, not because of a worldly prespeciivo advantage, but attracted 
by the fame of an unpretending priest, whose time is given up to the 
cause of charity and the poor — to see this, is indeed marvellous, 
and to account for it without acknowledging the intervention of a spe- 
cial Providence, is out of the question. But so it is. An intense 
feeling appears to have taken hold of the popular mind — a feeling 
widely spread and deeply rooted — planted, we verily believe, in a re- 
ligious soil, and promising to bring forth the fruits of joy and happiness, 
social as well as physical, in good season. 

St. Patrick's day, the great religious anniversary of Ireland, was 
devoted to the cause of temperance. In the city of Dublin, 20,000 
persons paraded the streets under total abstinence banners, rejoicing in 
this great reform, and the blessings it would pour upon Ireland. In 
the evening all the churches were open for temperance lectures and 
sermons. 

Almost without exception, because taken as a religious rite, the pledge 
has hitherto been kept inviolate. Drunkenness, poverty, and crime, are 
fleeing away. Whole classes of the community have been rendered so- 
ber, careful and provident. Shebeens and grog-shops are closed, and 
coffee-houses established in their stead. Distilleries are closed, and 
offered in the market, but no purchasers. The excise from liquor has 
been strikingly curtailed. A noble superstructure suddenly reared up- 
on the broad foundation laid by a host of worthies, who for eight years 
have labored and toiled for the redemption of Ireland. 

Your committee hail it as the salvation of Ireland. They hail it as 
that which may pour a tide of unlooked for good upon our own country ; 
giving us emigrants whom our "breathing holds of iniquity," may not 
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be able to tempt with their intoxicating vapors, and that which may 
touch the " Irish heart" here, and result in the complete temperance re- 
form of that vast body of people, who, from the Emerald Isle, have made 
America their home. May an overruling Providence make it an in- 
strument of good to us and to all nations. 

Nothing of special interest has been received, during the year, from 
the continent of Europe. France, intoxicated France, consuming an- 
nually her million on million gallons of alcoholic stimulants, and, in all 
her wine-growing districts, where she might be rich, miserably poor, 
knows as yet but little of our work of reform. Her illustrious monarch, 
we are happy to say, is favorably inclined to its introduction and ex- 
tension. 

Prussia, consuming yearly 240,000,000 of quarts, but once promis- 
ing much for temperance, makes no advance. Temperance Societies 
have been established in one province only, (the great duchy of Posen,) 
but not without difficulty. The Committee established in Berlin, have 
waited eight months for permission to institute a Society. The mem- 
bers feel much discouraged, but they persevere ; and as they are not 
allowed to hold public meetings, they publish tracts and statistics, in 
order to prepare the ground, and dispose the public mind. 

In Sweden, there are 170,000 distilleries, manufacturing 180,000,000 
of quarts, (English pints,) which are sold for 97,000,000 of thalers, (13 
and a half millions of pounds,) and Sweden has only 8,000,000 of in. 
habitants. But here, there are sustained vigorous temperance efforts. 
In a letter recently received by the American Tract Society, acknow- 
ledging a donation of $100, the Swedish Temperance Society say, — 

We would not speak prematurely of success, for we know well that 
difficulties, numerous and great, lie in our way ; and that in contending 
with these, the vigor of some of the most zealous may give way, and 
comparatively a small number endure to the end ; yet, we cannot but 
• thank God and take courage,' in reviewing the proceedings of the 
past year, during which, certainly more has been done to throw light 
upon the causes and evils of intemperance, than during any preceding 
year. Much has been written, printed, and circulated on the subject ; 
many meetings have been held, conducted generally by pious and en- 
lightened clergymen, whose zealous influence on a moral question, is, 
and must be great; and 150 Societies, including at least 30,000 mem- 
bers, have been reported to us. Our chief encouragement is found, 
however, in the undoubted fact, that more correct views on the subject 
of the use and abuse of ardent spirits now prevail among vast numbers, 
who are scarcely disposed to acknowledge the labors of Temperance 
Societies as the means of their increased light and corrected notions, 
still less to enrol their names among us ; but we greatly rejoice, inas- 
much as the Temperance cause thus progresses, even should tempe- 
rance Societies not reckon any considerable increase of members. 

As a system of distillation in small quantities pervades the whole 
8 
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country, and rests on the perverted idea prevalent in almost every far- 
mer's arrangements, that the refuse of the still is indispensable for his 
dairy ; and as this perhaps more than any thing else promotes and con- 
tinues the use of brandy in many parts of the country, we have prepared 
and published a clear, popular Tract, showing the utter falsity of the 
above idea, and the loss sustained by not substituting other food for cat- 
tle instead of the spirit- wash, the dregs of the still : 5000 copies have 
been printed, and they are nearly all in circulation, not, we hope, with- 
out good effect. 

In Russia, receiving 20 millions sterling from her spirit shops, the 
temperance cause is making some advance among the peasantry. 

Your committee hope that all these continental kingdoms are yet to 
be the scenes of wonders, now witnessed in Ireland. •« He that shall, will 
come, and will not tarry." The Lord will accomplish it in his own time. 

From Canada, your committee have heard of a pleasant revival of 
the cause since the cessation of the internal commotions and fears 
of war. A letter received from the Rev. Wm. Scott, a Wesleyan 
Missionary, says, — 

Allow me to state generally, that there never was so much excite- 
ment and inquiry on the subject of temperance in Upper Canada as at 
present, and thousands are joining on te-totai principles in every part 
of the country. In Amherstburgh we have two flourishing societies, 
one for the village, and the other in connection with Her Majesty's 
34th regiment of foot. We have good societies at Sandwich and Wind- 
sor ; and we are resolved to urge on our way vigorously, trusting to 
the living God. We have much opposition, but this only keeps our 
energies, awake, and we are expecting victorious achievements. The 
grog-sellers are complaining ; and we are resolved to drive or draw 
them to an honest mode of obtaining a livelihood. 

Montreal is awfully subjected to intemperance;* but the temperance 
society there is very efficient. The tidings from Ireland have produced 
much emotion, and a large number of the Catholics have flocked to the 
temperance standard. 1353 have already taken the pledge in the 
Recollect Church. 

In the West Indies, the small advance which was once made in 
temperance, has been checked and almost suppressed by the introduc- 
tion of the total abstinence question, to which almost all the white po- 
pulation are opposed. A few individuals have raised the true standard 
and cry for documents shewing the true effects of the use of wine and 
malt liquors. 

The several colonies on the coast of Africa, are now on strict tem- 
perance principles. But your committee regret to learn, that the law 
absolutely prohibiting the introduction of spirituous liquors into Libe- 
ria, has recently been repealed. 

A notice' in the public prints, that a ship is now loading at Richmond, 
* Appendix O. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



TBMPEB&NCK UNION, 1840. 59 

Virginia, with 380 hogsheads of tobacco and 600 puncheons of New 
England ram, fills the hearts of your committee, with deep solicitude for 
bleeding Africa. 

In South Africa the Missionaries have been valiant soldiers for tern, 
peiance. A letter from Algoa Bay, Cape Colony, dated February 
22, 1829, says, 

The Te4oialler8 have dono wonders ; they called the attention of 
government to the cause of crime, the expenses of prisoners, and re- 
sponsibility of those in power, &c. The canteens were closed in most 
places, the chief wholesale dealers gave up the business from principle, 
and the adult native school was soon doubled : all this took place at 
Port Elizabeth, the most drunken place in the colony. At the Kat 
River Settlement, (Hottentots,) they refused to persons to sell any in* 
toxic ating drink ; and health, comfort and piety abound there. When 
we came to Sedbury, black and white were drunkards ; now the canteen 
is closed, meetings have been held since the arrival of the French and 
Wesleyan Missionaries, many of whom have joined us ; although we 
have much said at our meetings that we could dispense with, still the 
colony loudly calls to us to exert ourselves. The sights that are in 
our streets are disgusting. The poor natives are carried away by 
disease and misery, brought on by intemperance, and Englishmen have 
done it ! ! 

In Asia, the South India Temperance Union, numbering 100 mem* 
bers, continue the publication of their Journal, of which 9,850 copies 
have been printed. A recent number contains the following letter from 
u native Indian. 

" May God give his blessing. Raamu begs with all great respect to 
inform the secretary of the South India Temperance Union that a num- 
ber of persons with himself had formed a society in Chintadrepettnh, for 
the purpose of endeavoring to reclaim those who, by drinking, are going 
to destruction. It is auxiliary to the South India Temperance Union. 
It was formed on the 13th day of August, 1839, and will be conducive to 
the benefit of many. Fifty persons have signed the pledge." 

The President of the Union writes to your Committee : We find that 
we have much, very much to oppose us ; but let us go forward, rejoic. 
ing in the belief that the same gracious God who has done so much for 
you in America, will do much for us here. We feel it important, to 
the very highest degree, that we have the means to disseminate the 
truth. 

Communications have been received from Lodiana, near the Him* 
maleh mountains, from which we learn, that, in most of the larger mili. 
tary stations, temperance societies have been formed, and some of them 
are very flourishing. That in Merut contains 240 members, most of 
them teetotallers. The Journal of the American Temperance Union, and 
indeed all other temperance publications, are much sought after. 

With China and the Sandwich Islands, pressed by stronger and more 
sagacious powers with poisonous drugs and intoxicating liquors, your 
committee can feel no other than astrorig sympathy. Without pretend* 
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ing to any acquaintance with the secret motives of the Chinese govern- 
ment, they have no hesitation in saying, that the opium trade is precisely 
of the same character with the traffic in intoxicating liquor, and 
should be resisted by every people on earth ; and that a Christian na- 
tion should be ashamed of its own subjects and severely chastise them 
when introducing it as an article of merchandise, against the solemn 
prohibition of another government. 

In their last Report, they expressed their joy that the king and chiefs 
of the Sandwich Islands had barred their coast,by severe penalties,against 
the admission of all ardent spirits, and even wine, except on heavy duties* 
They regret to learn, that a French frigate has compelled them to aban- 
don their ground ; and now, fearing that, by American and European na- 
vigators, immense quantities of intoxicating liquors of the most destructive 
character will be introduced, to the moral depravation, if not extermination 
of that feeble people, your Committee have made an appeal to Louis 
Philippe, king of the French, and urged him, as he regards the great in- 
terests of humanity, not to enforce so destructive a treaty.* May He, in 
whose hands are the hearts of kings, preserve that small but interesting 
people, just coming up to the blessings and privileges of civilization and 
Christianity, from what must prove their entire ruin. 

Thus have your Committee endeavored to present to view the move- 
ments of the past year in the cause of temperance, and its uncommonly 
interesting stale throughout the world. They cannot conclude without 
casting an eye back from the high eminence on which they stand, to, 
that small band of Christian heroes and philanthropists, who, in 1826, 
fourteen years ago, said, Come, let us stand between the living 
and the dead ; let us put our hand to the pledge and stay the 
plague. Sublime act ! Small, despised, but mighty movement ! They 
cannot look on those first drawn arrows ; — The well conducted 
farm — The infallible antidote — The appeals of Kittredge, 
and Nott, and Beecher, and Beman, now neglected and forgotten, laid 
up, like some old spears in an armory, covered with dust, without drop, 
ping a tear. The world wondered after them, and said, " It is folly 1" 
But God was with them. With their sling and stone, they smote the 
giant, that he fell. 

Your Committee believe that a new pulsation has been given to the 
cause throughout our country and the world, and that this is the pre- 
cious moment for a simultaneous movement to carry it triumphant 
though the earth. 

To Him do they commend it, who has in his hands the hearts of all 
men, and who will overturn, and overturn, and overturn, until the 
earth is FILLED WITH HIS GLORY 

* Appendix P* 
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A. (P. 4.) 

Speech of the Rev. Dr. Humphrey, President of Amherst College! Mass. at 
the Anniversary of the Union, on the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the American Temperance Union contemplate with gratitude 
to the all wise disposer of events the continued advance oi the cause of tem- 
perance among the nations, especially the extraordinary movements in Ireland, 
which promise to deliver that beautiful Island from the most degrading bondage. 

I shall confine my remarks, said he, to the latter part of the resolution, which 
has respect to Ireland. Although I have endeavored, for twenty-eight years, to 
stand in my lot, whenever called upon to advocate the cause of temperance, I 
was never invited to offer my thoughts on this theme upon a more heart-stir- 
ring occasion than the present ; and I should esteem it one of the happiest mo- 
ments of my life, if I had the ability to do it justice. O, for the power of a 
Curran or a Burke, for I am sure that the eloquence of the most gifted men of 
Ireland was never more worthily employed than it might be at the present time, 
in celebrating the moral revolution now in progress in that ill fated land. 

What has Ireland been for six hundred years ? It is one of the greenest and 
loveliest spots on the bosom of the ocean— the parent of great men ; the mother 
of clear heads, and eloquent tongues, and warm and valiant hearts— the nurse, 
ry of genius and wit ; the home of beauty, of chivalry, and of song ; but meted 
out, misgoverned, trodden down by the iron heel of oppression — manacled by 
the most abject ecclesiastical despotism, goaded on by madness and misrule to 
frequent insurrection — reduced to the last stages of depletion by abominable pro- 
fligacy—and scorched and consumed by intoxicating liquors. From the reign 
of the Henry's to the youthful Victoria, Ireland has bled at every pore, exhibit- 
ing the appearance of a vast Potter's Field, — suffering by forms of despotism 
innumerable, and writhing under the fires of the distillery. How did our hearts 
sink and sicken within us, as we went from city to city, and from cabin to cab-' 
in, and, every where surrounded by squalid wretchedness, beheld the fiery 
deluge rolling on. We said in haste, " Ireland is lost— she is crushed under the 
triple oppression of the Pope, of England, and of Alcohol. The poison of alco- 
hol is in all her veins. She has drunk till her vitals are on fire. How is it possi- 
ble to live, while she consumes 23,000,000 gallons a year, at an expense of 
$40,000,000— while she has 40,000 spirit shops— while every fifth shop in Dublin 
is a dram shop ; and nearly 2,500,000 of her inhabitants are without the means 
of subsistence 1" Thus we mused and moralised,— desponding and almost lim- 
iting the Holy one of Israel. But what glad voices ana shouts of emancipation 
are these that come to our ears, bringing over tidings from Dublin, irom Gal- 
way, from Cape Fear ? There is a glorious insurrection in Ireland. It began 
in the South, and rolline on, like an irresistible torrent, it has broken out all over 
the land. Even the capital is in the hands of the Revolutionists. Their forces 
are thousands upon thousands strong, and constantly increasing, and with badges 
more honorable than Napoleon, are traversing in procession and blocking up the 
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widest streets in Dublin. Her bands, like the Philistines' new ropes and green 
withs, are becoming like tow. The priests and the highest dignitaries of the 
church are in the revolt. Even the magistrates are favoring it, and the army is 
infected. The daily political press, and even the organ of the Irish government, 
cheer on the insurrection ; while the Chancellor of the Exchequer turns pale 
over his budget in Parliament, as he announces a great falling off of the revenue. 

Was there ever such a revolution 1 — such a purpose, so deep, so pervading, so 
determined, so onward 1 Was there ever such an electric shock ? Let the shouts 
of green Erin, for once, drown the voice of our own politics ; for the greatest 
tyrant that ever lacerated her skin, laid bare her sinews, and consumed her flesh, 
is routed, and in a fair way to be expelled from her coasts. ALCOHOL, the 
personification of all evils, physical, political, and moral, there maintained do- 
minion over mountains and valleys, rivers and lakes, with iron hand, marble 
heart, and pestiferous breath. But how glorious, how rapid, the progress of 
emancipation ! In a little while more, if this outbreak is not checked, all Ire- 
land will be free. Let us attend to the first voice that was heard no longer than 
last November. (Here Dr. Humphrey read several extracts from Irish papers.) 

This, Mr. President, is one of those great national movements, which aston- 
ish mankind, and which cannot be accounted for, upon any of the common prin- 
ciples of politics, or morals. We are in the habit of speaking of our own tem- 
perance reform as one of the most remarkable, but it does not compare at all 
with that of injured and degraded, but now regenerated and emancipated Ireland. 
With all her degradation, she has done more for total abstinence in six months, 
than we have done for years; and howl Chiefly by the efforts of one individu- 
al. The Rev. Theobold Mathew is the honored instrument of this wonderful 
moral revolution. See him on the platform, on the steps of the court house, or 
on the broad green, with hundreds Kneeling before him to receive the pledge, 
and thousands more waiting for an opportunity. And this is the pledge : 

" I PROMISE, WHILE I BELONG TO THE TE-TOTAL ABSTINENCE SO. 
CIETY, TO ABSTAIN FROM ALL KINDS OF INTOXICATING DRINK, UN. 
LESS USED MEDICALLY ; AND THAT I WILL DISCOUNTENANCE, BY AD~ 
VICE AND EXAMPLE, THE CAUSES OF INTEMPERANCE IN OTHERS." 

Here, then, Mr. President, is an humble individual, with a little bit of paper, 
of barely four lines, which a breath of wind might Wow away, changing the as- 
pects and habits of great cities, and exerting a greater influence over the whole 
community than all the combined civil and moral power of the British empire. 
What man ever enlisted ten, fifteen, and twenty thousand recruits in a day, for 
any cause 1 What power on earth could do it 1 Yet Father Mathew has done 
it ; and what is to hinder him from going on from Galway to Dublin, and from 
Londonderry to Cork ? But let us not ascribe that glory to any instrumentality^ 
which belongs to HIM who has the hearts of all men in his hands. It is not 
Father Matthew that has done it, but the Spirit of God. The Lord of Hosts is 
with him in this thing. I do not believe there ever has been, or ever will be, such 
a mighty moral impression, which does not come from God. I know, Sir, there 
are some who say that this popular outbreak is an enthusiasm excited by crafty 
men, for selfish purposes, and that it will soon spend itself, and then the waves 
of intemperance will return and sweep on as madly as ever. But I cannot think 
so. This is not wont to be the case of any moral reformation. It has not been 
so with our own. From the commencement its course has been onward, and it 
will go forward to its consummation. 

Mr. President, I ought to apologise for having detained the audience so long. 
I now close by saying, This Ireland, with all her mental resources, and inter- 
esting character— Ireland, once delivered— Ireland sober, with a full purse and 
abundant resources — how long think you she will bow before any oppression t 

Speech of the Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, on the following resolution . 

Resolved, That our confidence is unimpaired in the leading measures which 
have been pursued for the promotion of temperance in our country, and we do 
urge upon all our friends an active, and untiring continuance of them ; more es- 
pecially would we impress upon all, the importance of a firm and consistent ex- 
ample of total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors. 

You perceive, Mr. President, said he, that this resolution regards temperance 
as a practical subject, and in that view, it is my purpose to consider it. I desire 
to plead the cause of temperance as a practical theme, that addresses itself to 
the heart, conscience, and intellect of every man, woman, and child— that is 
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deep, pervading, and universal, in all its Influences and interests. There has 
never been such a scourge permitted to visit our race, as that of intoxicating 
liquors. There has never been such an absurdity as that we should consent, as 
a christian people, and that the whole civilized world should consent to bow their 
necks under this bloody Moloch— and that, after all the advantages with which a 
merciful Providence has favored us, still fathers' hearts have bled, and mothers 
have wept over ruined children ; this blood-stained monster has continued his 
ravages, unheeding alike the groans of his victims, the tears of the widow and 
the orphan, and the rebukes of the pulpit and the press. I said there was never 
a greater contradiction to human reason ; buttkere is one greater— it is, that, af- 
ter a kind Providence has opened a way of relief, by means of total abstinence, 
we should still have to strive and labor and debate the question, with the chris- 
tian world, whether that remedy shall be adopted. All the opposition that per- 
verted intellect can raise up has assaulted us, and is still meeting us at every 
corner. 

Sir, I said this was a practical subject, It appears to me that the measures 
which the American Temperance Union employ for the promotion of this cause, 
are such as commend themselves to reasonable and practical men ; and this re- 
solution urges their vigorous prosecution. And what is the character of these 
measures') They have been called ultra and trhat not. Some have said, " Take 
care ! you are going too fast." Others have Minted to the example of our bless- 
ed Savior, and with impious perversion, endeavored to shield their wine drink- 
ing habits behind that. But what are our measures ? Fourteen years ago, we 
thought if we could reach ardent spirits, we should cure the evil ; and a pledge 
was adopted with that view. But experience taught us that it did not reach the 
disease. We enlarged the remedy. We did not at first make war against mere 
names. Whatever it was that corrupted the laste, poisoned the body, and ruined 
the soul, against that we made war. Alcohol was the evil, and wherever that 
was found, we applied the remedy. The objector comes, and claims that wine, 
beer, and cider, are not distilled spirits, and should therefore escape denuncia- 
tion. We answer, whatever it is that produces intoxication, whether distilled 
or fermented, against that we raise the warning voice. And, there was no need 
even of the formal change of the pledge— there was vigor enough in the origi- 
nal pledge, if properly understood, to cover the whole of the ground. It was 
intoxication that was filling up our grave yards; and against this, was the ori- 
ginal pledge aimed. This it was that we songht to remedy ; and whatever the 
liquor was called, if it induced this dreadful consequence, we stopped not to cav- 
il about the name. We associated the thine with its consequences. But, we 
were assailed by the objector, " Remember that our Savior converted water into 
wine." Granted— we bow with reverence to the teachings of him who " spake 
as never man spake." But, the Savior of the world, in no page of the gospel, 
has made it my duty to drink wine — no, not even the pure wine of Palestine, 
the very drink of his country, where no intoxicating drugs or filthy water have 
been added to it. No; wine drinking, in ail its purity, was not enjoined as a 
christian duty. Yet, many are so under the influence of attachment to old 
forms, that they reason with us, and try to convince us that, when under other 
circumstances, in another age and country, we resolve, in the strength of his 
grace, to abstain from even things lawful, to accomplish a greater good,— tbey 
would convince us that we are disregarding the Savior's example. But let us 
try this question upon the authority of the Savior's example. Let us see whether 
or not that example requires us to drink wine. Look at the case of Timothy. 
He had considered the example of the blessed Savior; and yet what did he dol 
Why, Sir, so well persuaded was he of the danger of drinking wine, and so 
devoted to cold water, that he would not touch a drop of wine, except upon the 
authority of his spiritual father Paul, even for medicine ; and from the very 
cautious manner in which Paul recommends the medicinal use of wine, it is 
evident that he regarded it a dangerous privilege, which he was granting. He 
remembered the testimony of scripture, ^ Wine is a mocker," and the woes de- 
nounced by the inspired penman upon those who tarry long at their wine. In 
all fairness, I think, if any argument is to be drawn from the scriptures, it is in 
favor of practising total abstinence. Look at the Old Testament. The father 
of the Rechabites left bis dying counsel to his posterity, never to touch wine. 
In after years, the Lord directed the prophet to try them : and pots of wine were 
set before them ; but they would not drink. And did the Lord frown upon them ? 
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Did he say, " wine is one of the creatures of Providence, and therefore you 
ought to drink it ?" No ; he honored them, and gave them a place on the page 
of sacred history. In regard to the Old Testament, the spirit of it is on the 
side of total abstinence ; and there can be no disagreement between the Old and 
the New : for they are from the same author. 

But, Mr. President, we should never have resorted to this argument, but to 
answer this objection. The case should have been submitted clear of these ques- 
tions. There is a peculiarity in the nature of the vice itself which demands it. 
Of all the habits, this is the most insidious. It gives no warning of its enchant- 
ments. It speaks peace, promotes joy, and makes encroachments by little and 
little. The individual beholds visions of exalted joy, while he digs his own 
grave and while the tempter whispers peace, he secretly and surely destroys all 
that is valuable in his character. He but professes to quench his thirst, yet only 
excites it. The more he seeks to gratify it, the louder is the call. It is one of 
those stimulating agents, which the body cannot endure without being brought 
into bondage. The man who takes his glass of wine to-day at a certain time, 
will require it in larger quantity to-morrow. More than sixty years ago, Dr. 
Johnson was asked, " why dont you take wine ?" He answered " for the most 
important of all reasons, I cant take a little." That is* the only place of safety. 
I put it to every man accustomed to use wine, if he is satisfied with the same 
quantity now that he was a year ago. I remember one of the most efficient friends 
of temperance, was led to stop drinking from reading three lines in a temperance 
publication, which declared that a man who was accustomed to drink would fill 
his glass higher every morning. He said to me, " I threw down the book and 
thought it extravagant, but that very day at dinner, when I went to take my 
brandy and water, I found I had actually doubled the quantity." Talk about 
drinking temperately, you cannot. God never meant alcohol should be used 
temperately. 1 tremble at every temperate friend I have, whether he drinks wine 
or brandy. 

But the moral influence of intoxicating liquors, is still more dreadful. We 
can look at the staggering form of the drunkard But O the soul ! that im- 
mortal principle which God has placed within us, created with ability to trace 
the long track of day, to roll among the planets and calculate their distances, to 
swell with gratitude the universal song of praise, degraded and brought down 
to the very dregs of pollution. That immortal life, all valuable as it is, this 
prostrates and destroys. Ten or fifteen years ago, when the man commenced his 
career, if you had gone to him and said, " Sir, you will be a drunkard," like 
Hazael, he would have said with amazement, " Am I a dog that I should do 
this?" But now he will stagger along your streets without shame. Now and 
then, there may be a momentary reluctance as he passes along to the place of 
intoxication. He may look up and down the street, and may remember the 
home he has left desolate He may almost give up the intoxicating cup, 
but ah ! it is too late, his resolution is gone. He has nothing to fall back 
upon, and he rushes on and drinks down the fatal goblet, which he knows is 
hurrying him down to the grave. 

Can we propose a simple remedy? Yes,— just leave oiff drinking. And 
ought not a redeemed world to bless God for this discovery ? And ought we 
not heart to heart and shoulder to shoulder to press forward in the application 
of such a remedy? 

One thought in the latter part of this resolution is worth its weight in gold. 
EXAMPLE. 

Let example plead for the sake of a bleeding world. One says, " I am not 

responsible, I am temperate, I pMnk moderately If others drink to excess, I 

am not responsible for their conduct." That principle never had its origin in 
the word of God or in a generous bosom. There is not an individual who hears 
me, whose example is not going forth and influencing others, for good or ill. 
When we meet in the judgment, one of the first matters that will come up there, 
will be the influence which our example has exerted upon others. And, when 
the subject of wine comes up here, how will the precepts of the gospel lead me to 
dispose of it ? If my example is in danger of leading others astray, I must aban- 
don it; for " it is good neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, nor any thing where- 
by thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak." 

One word to the female portion of this audience. Let female influence be 
consecrated to this cause. Let it tell upon a world lying in sin, and bleeding 
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at ev«ry pore. Let it be felt in the social circle— let fashion ft own upon the 
use of au intoxicating drinks ; and I will engage they will soon come into dis- 
use. 

Speech of the Rev. E. N. Kirk, on the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this meeting highly approve of the action of the Executive 
Commitlee in calling for a National Temperance Convention, and believe the 
time has come when there should be a Temperance Convention for the whole 
World. 

There, said he, stands alcohol, a powerful stimulating substance, invested with 
various subtle forms to suit a variety of tastes ; alcohol, the deadly foe, the perse- 
vering enemy of man and all his dearest interests. There stands alcohol, the 
first born of hen, the captain general of the forces of the prince of darkness, his 
aid-de-camps, habit, fashion, and the love of money. There stands the death- 
less soul of man, and alcohol says, that soul shall perish. We stand by and look 
on. We know alcohol is the enemy of every faculty of that soul Is the un- 
derstanding endowed with giant powers 1 Alcohol degrades it to the feeble- 
ness of idiocy. Is the conscience alive to, and ever watchful to give its need- 
ed admonitions 1 Alcohol stupines, or sears it as with a hot iron. Alcohol 
enslaves all the noble powers or man j and even the delicate sensibilities of wo- 
man. Alcohol can turn the heart into the malice of the titer. The immortal 
soul is struggling to rise— its faculties want to expand— Alcohol throws around its 
cursed spell, and holds it fast in degradation. Alcohol is the deadly enemy of 
every social interest. It dries up every rill of domestic felicity, and sends its 
scorching fires over every green spot. It is the deadly enemy or every political 
Interest. The temperance reformation is going side by side with the pacific 
tendencies of the age.— Alcohol sets nation against nation, and would destroy 
the world. The resolution, I propose, approves of the call of a National Tem- 
perance Convention. 

I look at America. I have looked at America first at home and again upon 
foreign shores. I have come home with a great many prejudices overcome. • I 
have come home with mortified pride. I have come home with the conviction, 
that God has put this nation here not to be money grinders, not to fill their 
hearts with price— but to be the grand arena for the settlement of great princi- 
ples ; and when I saw the temperance reformation first started here, I saw but 
the carrying out of what God intended. 

I found among many of the English, a feeling of national pride. I told them 
they ought not to feel above us, but to feel proud of America. America shows 
what Englishmen are and what they can be, when the shackles of the establish- 
ment are thrown off. It is a shame to America to have distilleries and beer 
establishments and to work them. America ought to come up and fulfil her 
high destiny, and show the world how to live and give glory to God. We ought 
to call a National Convention. Aye. we want a Convention of the WORLD. 
I believe the world is coming together ; and every rail-road, and canal, and 
steam-boat is bringing it together. When I made an appointment to attend a 
meeting in America and on the way expressed my fears that the head winds 
would disappoint me, the captain said I'll land you there in time, and 1 found my- 
self the very day in Troy. We want the world to come together, to consult up- 
on what ? Not upon this or that form of intoxication, but upon the intoxicating 
principle, and how it is to be thrown off. 

I have heard this movement in Ireland called a Roman Catholic affair. My 
sentiments in regard to the Roman Catholic religion are well known. But I 
would reject from my heart the idea, that a Roman Catholic can do nothing no- 
ble. Yes, much as I love Protestantism, there is no man, I would rather take 
by the hand than Father Mathew. Let them go on with this glorious work. 
If Protestantism cannot stand but with the prop of the wine cask, I say let it go 
down. I want the public to thank Dr. Humphrey, that he has placed this mat- 
ter before us in such a light. Now my mind is settled. It is not Father Matbew 
that has done it, but he who died on Calvary. It is the love of Jesus. He has 
said, " Poor Ireland has suffered long enough," I have travelled through Ire- 
land and beheld her degradation, yet I believe the British Government has nev- 
er done any thing to oppress her, to compare with her whisky drinking. O, 
wonderful sight ! Sixty thousand men in one week redeemed in the city, of Dub- 
lin, from the bondage of this tyrant. In six months one million in Ireland ! ! ! 
Yes. I say, let us call for a Convention of the World. Ireland will be there, 
9 
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and China, will be there. I hare charity enough to believe that the Emperor 
of China loves bis people. O it is shameful that England should wsgea war 
with China, to promote intoxication. I should expect to see some boang-fao 
there, to represent her wrongs. Yes, and the missionary from the Sand* ich Is- 
lands would be there, to remonstrate against Rome, and France, and New Eng- 
land ships, and Boston rum. 

Mr. Kirk concluded with a delicate address to the Chair, making an allusion 
to the results of the Brewery trials. 

I remember. Sir, said he, the days, when you and I looked at this cause in 
its infancy. I have by letter, with others, congratulated you upon the result of 
the recent trial. And now again I thank you for speaking out. " Fret not thy- 
self because of evil-doers, neither be thou envious against the workers of ini- 
quity." " Commit thy way unto the Lord, and he shall bring forth thy righte- 
ousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noon-day/ 1 He has done it and 
blessed be his holy name. 



B. (P. 40.) 

So long ago as the year 1835, a charge was made in the Temperance In* 
telligencer, then published at Albany, against the Albany brewers, of using the 
moat offensive, impure and disgusting water for malting grain for the purpose of 
making beer. To rescue their establishments from disgrace, which they said 
would be ruined by the slander, the brewers commenced eight suits against Mr. 
Delavan, then Chairman of the Executive Committee of the New Fork State 
Society, and communicator of the article, with damages laid at 9300,000, hold- 
ing him to bail in the sum of $40,000. From a variety of causes growing out 
of the law's delay, the suit was not brought to trial, until the 20th of April, 
1840, when, on the first of the eight suits the defendant being allowed to prove 
the truth of the libel, was entirely acquitted by a jury of his country, *' a right- 
eous triumph of truth and patriotism over a combination of wealth and influence, 
calculated to appall any ordinary man.' 1 

As an expression of their sympathy, the following communication was trans- 
mitted to him from the city of New York. 

TO EDWARD C. DELAVAN, Esq. 

Sir— Permit us, your friends in the City of New York, and friends of tern, 
perance. to congratulate you en the favourable termination of the long and ha- 
rassing litigation, in which the brewers of Albany have endeavoured to make 
you responsible for an injury done to their good name and wordly prosperity. 

When you commenced the publication of certain facts in the papers of the 
New- York Temperance Society, such was the want of information in the com- 
munity, that many of your friends had fears that you were going too far ; but 
time has developed truths in relation to fermented as well as distilled 1 qiiors, 
which have astonished the public mind, and must ultimately lead to an aban- 
donment of them as healthful and suitable beverages lor man. 

W e cannot but feel thankful to that Providence, whose power directs all 
human events, for having made you so distinguished an instrument of advance 
ing the temperance cause both in this and foreign countries, and we indulge 
the hope, that an impulse has been given to this blessed enterprize, which shall 
continue to increase through this and each succeeding generation, unti) its bene- 
ficial effect* shall be recognized and appreciated amid the splendors of millen- 
nial glory. 

Theodore FbelRghuysbb, J. W. Lfavitt^ 

J. R. M 'Curdy, John Marsh, 

Ahsox G. Phelps, Dr. Charles A. Lee, 

Hxram Barney, Thomas Denny, 

S. V. 8. Wilder, L. Jackson, 

E. N. KlRX, ttf. & BlDWELL, 

E. H. Blaghtobb. 
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In France the vine has been cultivated more than two thousand years, and 
the vineyards occupy nearly five million acres, producing 893,000,000 gallons 
of wine. The brandy distilled is estimated at 11,745,425 gallons ; spirits ex- 
tracted from other materials than the grape 2,250,000 gallons ; cider 221,705,- 
450 gallons ; beer 74,025,550 gallons. Of wine there is consumed annually 
746,571,429 ; of other liquors 307,226,425 gallons. 

Respecting the effect of so much inebriating liquor upon France, the Rev. E* 
N* Kirk, who recently spent sixteen months in that country, says, " The con- 
viction produced upon my mind by all I saw is, that no nation is more injured 
than France by the use of alcoholic drinks ; in regard to the health, character, 
intellectual and moral progress of the people, and also as it respects their polit- 
ical and pecuniary interests. Such is my opinion. The facts are, 

1. I never saw any other people who think that coffee, strong to blackness,, 
and unrelieved by milk, is too weak, and who accordingly, fortify it with brandy. 
2. 1 never saw the poorer classes of any other city than Paris, so regularly, and in 
such immense numbers, (some of them remaining from Sunday noon to Tuesday 
morning, I am told,) at the places of drinking. 1 have inquired among the 
most intelligent among the common people, concerning the effects, and the 
extent of the effects of their beverages. And it often seemed like hearing one 
of our temperance speeches. I fully believe that some things called charac- 
teristics of France l would disappear with the disuse of alcohol. 4. There is a 
great deal of ingenious drinking in France ; I mean Paris. This has been so 
often referred to by others, I need not expand it. Many a constitution is im- 
paired, many a bad passion inflamed, while the discreet wine bibber has learned 
just where to stop, and preserve self-command. 5. The habit is, I believe* 
very extensive, of taking their sour wines, in the morning before eating. The 
effect on the nervous system, is I believe very bad. I have no doubt that 
many a man is irritable through the whole day in consequence of it Very 
many take wine at their breakfast ; perhaps more use it with, than before break- 
fast. 6. I have never seen more drunken men in the streets of; any eity, than 
in Paris ;. while my belief is that the police is the most vigilant in the world, in 
the prevention of such exhibitions*" 

Hartley Paper: 



D. (P. 40.) 

In the days of Addison the business of adulteration was carried on to a great 
extent. " There is," says he in the Tattler, " in the city, a certain fraternity 
of chemical operators, who work under ground, in holes, caverns, and dark 
retirements, to conceal their mysteries from the eye and observation of man. 
kind. These subterranean philosophers are daily employed in the transmuta. 
tion of liquors, and by the power of magical drugs and incantations, raising un- 
der the streets of London the choicest products of the hills and vallies of France. 
They can squeeze Bordeaux out of the sloe, and draw Champagne from an 
apple." 

M The present state of the wine trade is such that it is almost impossible to 
procure genuine wine ot any description." Bacchus Prize Essay. 

« It is estimated that one half of the Port, and five.sixths of the White wine* 
consumed in London, are the production of the home presses." 

[Mortwood on Intoxicating Liquors, 

The value of Champagne renders it a fptntnil subject, m the hands of adul- 
terators. Some of its imitations are of a most pernicious and dangerous cha- 
racter. Such is the common one by means of lead, which is practised to a 
great extent among the dealers m France* in preparing wine for exportation. 
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It consists of a solution of sugar of lead in water, with a little allowance of al- 
cohol. By adding a little nitric acid, and then a portion of sulphuric acid to a 
tumbler full of this fluid, I have lately seen a solid deposit of sulphate of lead 
in the form of white flakes, filling one third of the glass, and this too in a sam- 
ple that came direct from the importer. [Dr. C. A. Lee. 

Wine dealers doubtless suppose that the quantity of lead used is too small 
to produce any bad effects, but the numerous instances on record of poisoning 
by this article, prove the incorrectness of this doctrine. More than fifty cases 
have fallen under my observation, where persons have suffered severely from 
the use of cheap wines, and two or three cases of death, most probably owing 
to the same cause. [lb. 

Such as wish for an acquaintance with the whole subject of adulterations 
are referred to the two prize essays, Bacchus, and Anti-Bacchus. The evidence 
there given proves the general practice of adulterating intoxicating liquors to a 
most dangerous and alarming extent, and shows that it is done in a most de- 
liberate manner, and totally regardless of the fatal consequences which are the 
inevitable result 



E. (P. 41.) 

The following expression of public indignation was made at a large meeting 
at Boston, Feb. 13, on an occurrence like the one referred to in the Report. 

Whereas, All experience shows that the use of intoxicating liquors, as a be. 
verage, is destructive of the moral and physical powers, and all the best inter, 
ests of the human family — and whereas, toe love of money has led many per- 
sons, in several parts of this country, to export these liquors to various mis- 
sionary stations — thereby counteracting the benevolent efforts making for the 
civilization of our less favored brethren in other lands — and whereas, it is as- 
certained that the Bark Emma Isadora, which sailed from this port on the 
22d of last month, with a number of missionaries to Smyrna, took at the same 
time— as appears from the custom-house books — 5213 gallons of New England 
r urn, to poison those unfortunate natives, it becomes the dictate of humanity 
and religion — to 

Resolve, That this meeting views, with mingled feelings of pity and indig- 
nation, the shipping of the means of intoxication to any part of the world, and 
more so where the ignorant and uncivilized inhabitants are unacquainted with 
their terrible effects, in making all who use it the victims of sin, suffering and 
despair — and in blasting all the efforts made, at great cost of time and money, 
to elevate and improve the human family. 



P. (P. 41.) 
THE VICTIM OP THE NAVY. 

The following article from the Illinois Herald, the Committee affix to the 
Report, to show what the spirit ration does for our young men who are commit, 
ted to the Navy ; and as a case of extraordinary reform through the power of 
the temperance cause. 

In the month of February last, a man called at the office of the Temperance 
Society, with a letter in his band, superscribed to the Secretary. His appear- 
ance was shabby in the extreme. Not an article of clothing, from the crown 
of his head to the soles of his feet, seemed to have been cut out for him. He 
was attired in fragments of cast off clothing, which were held together and 
about his person, by pins and strings, instead of buttons. His feet were band- 
aged up with old woollen cloths, which he had picked up in the street, as a 
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substitute for stockings. His shoes had been obtained in the same manner, 
and were literally without soles. These were the only protection of his feet 
from the saow and mud with which the ground was then covered. He appear* 
ed to be about 26 or 27 years of ago. The natural expressions of intelligence 
and benevolence, though much blurred, were still, strikingly manifest m his 
countenance. 

Ou opening the letter, we found that it was from the Secretary of the St. 
Clair county Temperance Society,— introducing the bearer as one who had 
very recently been not only reclaimed from the paths of intemperance, but 
hopefully converted to God ; and bespeaking for him our sympathies and at ten- 
tions, and efforts to procure for him employment. He was by occupation, a 
printer. With the utmost frankness, be gave us his personal narrative. He 
was brought up in the state of New York, where his connections now reside. 
They rank a:nong the most respectable families in that state. A brother u a 
distinguished physician in one of the eastern cities. Until he was 18 or 19 
years of age he was not dissipated. At that age he enlisted on board a man 
of war, where, in six months, on his daily governmental allowance, he acquired a 
confirmed habit of drinking. At the expiration of this time, he was discharged, 
and returned to his occupation of printing. But from that timo, all that he 
earned during the week, was expended in Sunday sprees. Soon, his habit of 
drinking became so confirmed and constant ho could get no employment He 
thenceforward became a vagrant, and wandered from the east to the west, and 
from north to south, seeking employment ; and often condescending to perform 
the most menial service for money enough to feed his appetite — not indeed, 
with head, but with that which had degraded and destroyed him. For seven 
years, they assured us, there had scarcely been a day when he had not been in- 
toxicated more or less in proportion to the amount of liquor he could find the 
means of obtaining.— " O, sir," said he, as the tears gushed from his eyes, ** I 
have suffered every thing that human nature could endure. A thousand deaths 
would not be equal to it. Hundreds of times, after having spent all my money 
at the grocery, have I been kicked out of doors, to suffer from cold and hun- 
ger and nakedness. There is no disease growing out of drunkenness that f 
have not had. Again and again have I had the Mania a Potu, Delirium Tre- 
mens, and, within the last year, Asphyxy, during the paroxisms of which I have 
often fallen on the stones, and sometimes into the fire." Here be pointed to 
the fragments of his coat, one side of which, in front, was missing. — •• This," 
said he, ** was burned off in a fit I lately had when I fell into the fire." To 
be brief, he stated that while he was recently strolling about in St. Clair county, 
scarcely knowing where he was, or what he was about, and expecting that 
the next paroxysm would deprive him of his miserable existence, and feeling 
the premonitory symptoms of its approach, he ventured to obtrude himself into 
a respectable looking house, expecting little else than to be driven out as a 
drunken vagabond, as he had been a hundred times before. He told the people 
he was going to have a fit, and begged them to take care of him during the 
paroxysm, and keep him from hurting himself or falling into the fire. This 
good family had compassion on him and ministered to his necessities. When 
the paroxysm was over, he was deeply affected at the treatment he had received, 
it was so unusual and so unexpected. They invited him to tarry a few days 
with them, during which time he was prevailed upon to join the temperance 
society, and accompany them to a Methodist Meeting. Here he humbled 
himself as a sinner, and was hopefully converted. 

After much faithful instruction, kind admonition and prayer to God that he 
might be confirmed and strengthened, he was dismissed from this kind family 
with a letter to us as above. 

We failed to procure any permanent employment for him ; but a few friends 
furnished him with such articles of clothing as made him comfortable. He 
spent about a week in town, during which time, much pains were taken to 
imbue his mind with the importance of total abstinence, and especially of resist- 
ing, as for bjs life, every temptation to take the first glass. 
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Having determined t6 go to Vandalia for work, he was fionrnfehtd by the R*r . 
Air. Cunningham and dther*, with letters to friend* on the way, bespeaking tor 
him a night's lodging, or a meate' victuals. Ho was also funnelled with a Bible, 
a copy of the Permanent Temperance Documents, most of which he- had road 
while in Alton, and other temperance publications, in which were many pasta* 
ges marked to suit his case. 

Some three or four weeks after this, we received a paper printed in a town 
in Indiana, on the margin of which was written '< All's well. I still touch 
not, taste not, handlo not the accursed thing, J. Y." — For several weeks in 
succession, we received a paper from the same office, (where it seems he had 
got employment) on which were written the same words. After a short inter, 
val came a long and well written letter, in which he acknowledges his grati- 
tude to God and the friends of temperance for the kind efforts that bad been 
made to save him, and expresses his determination to persevere* Soon alter 
this, we received Jive successive Nos. of the paper, in whose office he was 
working, containing each, an able and interesting essay of more than a column 
in length " On the evils of drinking intoxicating liquor." They were written 
with a discrimination and pathos, which no man could command who had not 
deeply experienced the evils about which he was writing. The last we have 
heard from him was only a few weeks since, when we received a letter, post- 
paid, inclosing a dollar. The following is a copy of the letter viz : 

•• Dear Sir, — All's well. I still touch not, taste not, handle not the accurs. 
ed thing. For the inclosed dollar please send me two copies of Temperance 
Herald, and oblige Yours affectionately, J. Y ." 



«. (P. 43.) 

According to the Marshal's returns there were within the United States in 
1810, 14 191 distilleries, which produced from fruit, grain and molasses 
25.704,625 gallons of spirits. During the same year, 606,648 gallons were 
e.\ ported, leaving 15,096,040 (rations for the consumption of the year. On the 
average of ten years, from 1800 to 1810, inclusive, 7,5 12,415 era lion* of foreign 
spirits were imported into the country ; it thence appears, that 32.608,464 gal- 
Ions remained within the United States for consumption in 1810, the population 
at that period being 7239,903. If the increase in the production of spiritp, and 
the importations of the- article had kept pace with the increase of population, 
the quantity of spirits made in the country and imported, should now be 
doubled, or about 58,000,000 gallons. But I have no reason to conclude that 
the increase has been at this ratio. In 1815, the number of distilleries was but 
15000 ; and from official data, and the best connected views I have been en- 
abled to take, the business of distillation gradually augmented until it attained 
its maximum in this country about 1829. At that time its operations were 
sternly held in check, by the progress of the Temperance Reformation ; and 
the importation, manufacture, and consumption of distilled liquors, since then, 
have rapidly diminished. In proof of this, the business in the State of New 
York may serve as an illustration. From 1810 to 1825. the distilleries in this 
State increased from 591 to 1.129. How much greater the number became, 
we are not officially informed ; but the Secretary of State reports in 1835, 
that the number has been reduced to 340, and the present year (1840) they 
are estimated to be less than 200. In the State of Pennsylvania in 1810, it 
appear?, that there were 3,594 distilleries in operation ; in the State of Ken- 
tucky the s.'ine year 2000 ; 3 nd although the population since that time has 
about doubled, the number of distilleries and the production of spirits, have 
doubtless greatly decreased. In harmony with these statements, is the dimin- 
ished importation of foreign spirits. By an inspection of the reports of the 
Secretary of tho Treasury, it will be seen, that for ten years preceding 1812, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



72 AFFENMX. 

the average quantity of imported spirits annually amounted to 7,712,415 gallons ; 
but for the last ten years the average is but about 3,000,000 gallons. The re. 
turns of the inspector general of domestic spirits in the city of New York, also 
within a few years past, exhibit a decrease, compared with previous years, of 
more than 33 per cent. Of the manufacture of beer the returns in 1810 gave 
5,846,144 gallons; the manufacture of this article has increased beyond 
that of distilled liquors. 

Mr. Hartleys Paper: 



H. (P. 47.) 
TWO KINDS OF WINE KNOWN AMONG THE HEBREWS. 

It is now unquestionably demonstrated not only that the wines of Scripture 
differed in regard to strength and quality from those of modern times, but that 
the Hebrews possessed and commonly made use of wine which differed from 
other wines, inasmuch as it bad not been subjected to the process of fermenta- 
tion. The wine which at one time is spoken of as a blessing, cannot easily be 
supposed to be the same, which, in another place, is represented as (( a mock- 
er/' and of which it said those who indulge in it " are not wise." It has been 
attempted to show that the language of disapprobation referred to, has refer* 
ence only to the excessive and intemperate use of the same wine. The nature 
of the words in question, however, renders this interpretation unsatisfactory and 
inconclusive. 

The wine of the Scripture spoken of as a blessing, is very frequently either 
the newly pressed, inspissated or solidified juice of the grape. It is often men- 
tionedas an article of food, and is associated with bread, corn, and oil. Grapes 
were considered so important a part of the aliment of the Hebrews, as to in- 
duce them to invent methods of preserving them for a length of time, so that 
they might be ready for use at any time of th e year. In this condition it was 
eaten with honey and milk. In Isaiah, 55, 1 and 2, M The thirsty are invited 
to come to the waters and the hungry to buy wine and milk.'" 11 It is certain 
that the ancients were in the habit of boiling down the juice of various fruits, 
by which means they could easily preserve their nutritious properties, and at 
any time, by the addition of aqueous matter, render them fit for immediate 
use. Columella gives us particular directions for keeping the juice of the grape 
fresh and equal to new without undergoing the process of fermentation. Pliny 
states that must was sometimes boiled down to a third part of its quantity, and 
at other times to one half. In the latter state it was called defrutum. 

The names of two kinds of wine only, the productions of Palestine, are found 
in the Holy Scriptures. 

1. The wine of Lebanon. This is made in the present day, exactly as it 
was prepared in ancient times. The juice, immediately after it is pressed, is boiled 
down to a greater or less consistence. In this state it could not possess alco- 
holic properties. It remained in fact, the healthful juice of the grape, deprived 
only of its watery particles. 

2. The wine of Helbon, classed by Ezakiel with other nutritious articles, 
the produce of Judah and Israel ; and these two varieties of the wines of Pales, 
tine in their unadulterated and unfermented state undoubtedly are analogous to 
the defrutum of the Romans and other boiled wines. 

This interesting and important portion of our inquiry leads us to ascertain 
the denominations of the various kinds of wine mentioned in the Scripture, and 
the peculiar properties each of them possessed, — a subject involved in consi. 
derable difficulty, originating in the modern notion that the word rendered in 

• The Rev. Eli Smith, missionary to Palestine, informs us, that the most valued 
use of the juice of the grape is for food, it being boiled down to the consistence of 
molasses and used as honey on bread. 
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eur translation wkie app l ie s only t» the fermented and intoxicating juice of 
the grape; This notien is incorrect, inasmuch as among the ancients the 
term was frequently applied to the juiee of the grape in ke unfermented state* 

Bacchus Prise JSsaoy, chap* 18. 

In the following passages allusion is made to unfermented wiae either in the 
grape figuratively, so expressed, or in the wine press. ** Thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine. 1 ' Prov. iii. 10. *' The treaders shall tread out no 
wine in their presses, 1 ' Is. xvi. 10. ♦* Gad and his brethren went out into the 
field and gathered in their grapes, and trod them and did eat and drink," 
Judges, ix. 37. Pharaoh drank of the juice of the grape which was pressed 
into the cup by the hand of the butler ; a drink considered at this day pecu- 
liarly delightful in Armenia end the East. Capt. Charles Stewart, of the Ma- 
dras army, who spent 14 years in Hindostan, and traveled extensively through 
the Eastern World, says that m Indie, Persia, and Palestine, and all over the 
Bast, the unfermented juice of the grape and sap of palms is an uncommon 
and delightful beverage. Chaptal on wines says, " The celebrated ancient 
wines appear in general to have rather deserved the name of Syrups. Greece 
produced numerous sweet wines, such as those of Chios, Lesbos, Crete, and 
Tharos, most of which were thick and fat from boiling them, honey and drugs 
were added. Ibid. 

In Greece, Rome, and Palestine, it was customary to boil down their wines 
into a kind of syrup. Columella, Pliny, and other Roman writers, tell us tha 
in Italy and Greece it was common to boil their wines. These liquors must 
have been syrups, and every chemist knows that if they were thick syrups, 
they could not have undergone the process of the vinous fermentation. The 
practice of evaporating the juice of the grape must have been adopted in Pa- 
lestine, as a wise precaution against the neat of the country, for by this opera- 
tion a considerable portion of the water was boiled away, the solid and saccha- 
rine substances of the grape were brought into a thicker consistence, and the 
acetous fermentation prevented. This Historical fact respecting the boiling of 
grape juice, famishes us with proof that the wines of Palestine were not alco- 
holic, or did not obtain their inebriating power from vinous fermentation. Vet 
it is not intended to affirm that they were all destitute of an intoxicating prin- 
ciple. Other substances besides alcohol, possess inebriating and stnpirying, or 
maddening properties. In the sacred volume, we have several allusions to 
such medicine or deleterious drugs. In Psalm be 3, we read of ♦* the wine of 
astonishment or giddiness ;" Ixxv. 8, of wine, '• red and full of mixture.' 1 Is* li. 
17, mentions the « cup of trembling and giddiness." In Prov. xxiii. 30, we 
read of those who go to "seek mixed wine. The wine mentioned Prov. xxxi. 
4—7, was a soporific drink. The wine mixed with myrrh and gall, or a spe- 
cies of laudanum, offered to our Lord, was intended to produce stupefaction, and 
therefore he would not drink. 

The generality of persons allow themselves to be misled by the word " ista*;" 
taking it for granted that that term has always had the same signification, and 
always referred to the same description of intoxicating liquor. But nothing 
can be more fallacious than this sort of reasoning. We have seen from the 
wines mentioned by Pliny and Virgil, that the drinks which bore that designa- 
tion, were as different from each other as it is possible for two beverages to 
be, and yet all were called wines, and it is only for the reader to consult Ho- 
race, Cato, Columella, Plutarch, Athameus, or the word of God, to perceive 
the delusion those labor under who imagine that the word wine always means 
a drink resembling modern port, sherry or champagne. 

Polybius states in his 6th book that, " Among the Romans, women were 
forbidden to drink wine ; they drank a wine which was called * passum,' and 
this was made from dried grapes or raisins. As a drink, it very much resem- 
bled JEgosthinian and Cretan wine, and which is used for the purpose of al- 
laying thirst." This passage shows that in those days intoxicating drinks 
were not used as a beverage for the purpose of allaying thirst The Greeks 
10 
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and Romans, in those ages, bad more philosophy than to drink liquid fire for 
the purpose of freeing themselves from thirst ; they might occasionally drink 
stupifying draughts, but they did this for their own caprice or pleasure, not to 
satisfy the wants of nature. I have unfermented wine now in my possession 
16 months old, made after the receipt of Columella, a receipt written about 
the time that our Lord lived in Judea. 

It may be thought that if these wines were sweet and syrupy, they were 
very unlit to quench thirst, but it must be remembered that in those days it 
was very disreputable to drink undiluted wine, or even to take half wine and 
half water. Homer speaks of the Maronean wine as diluted with 20 parts wa- 
ter. Pliny says that in his time, when men were great tipplers, it was mixed 
with eight parts. " One part wine, and five parts water, was the more com- 
mon and favorite mixture." 

Pliny says that Falernian wine was the only wine of his day from which a 
flame could be kindled, " solo vinorum flamma accenditur, ,) a striking proof 
that the other Roman wines were not charged with alcohol, yet they had 890 
different kinds of wine. The same author mentions a Spanish wine wnich 
would not intoxicate; he adds it was a "good mne," harmless, because it 
would not affect the nerves, yet not deficient in flavor. 

As an additional proof that the taste of the ancients very greatly differed 
from our modern appetite for strong drinks, we are told, on the best authority 
that, in former times, they adopted means to deprive their wines of all strength 
or spirit " The most useful wine, 1 ' says Pliny, " is that which has all its 
strength broken or destroyed by the filter.'* In 1838, port, with 24 per cent 
of spirit, may be deemed the best wine, but, in the days of Pliny, who was 
contemporary with the Apostle Paul, •* utilissimum vinum," the most useful wine, 
was that which was deprived of all spirit, and the topers of that day used as 
many arts to render their wines weak, as tipplers of our day do to make them 
strong. 

Summary.— I have adduced arguments and authorities which most in- 
contestibly prove that the wines of the ancients were very different from ours. 
I have shown from the heat of the countries, the highly saccharine quality of 
the grapes, the boiling and evaporating of the juice, or the diluting of the must, 
by the addition of five times its amount of water, vinegar, &c„ as in Cat^s 
family wine, the care taken to prevent this must from fermenting, by excluding 
the air, and immersing them in water to lower their temperature, the frequent 
filtering of the juice or wine, and the placing of the vessels in fumaria and ovens ; 
from the syrupy character of many of their wines, and the custom of diluting 
them with so large an amount of water ; from the popularity of wines destitute 
of all strength ; from the desire of the people to drink large quantities without 
being intoxicated ; from the innumerable varieties of the wines, and the fact 
that Falernian was the only wine that would burn ; from the weakness of wines 
produced from the natural juice of the grape, and the non-existence of pure al- 
cohol to increase their potency ; from the testimony of Aristotle, Polybius, Ca- 
to, Varro, Pliny, Columella, Horace, Plutarch, &c. ; in a word, from science, 
philosophy, and history, I have demonstrated that a large proportion of the 
wines of old, were not produced by vinous fermentation, and those which were 
inebriating, borrowed, in a majority of cases, their intoxicating power from 
drugs rather than from Alcohol. 

Anti Bacchus, Prize E$$ay t Chap. 5. 



I . (P. 47.) 

Thjs miracle of converting water into wine has been eagerly advanced by the 
advocates of strong drink, in proof of the Savior's approval of the use of intoxicat- 
ing wine. This notion has unfortunately been countenanced by those whose sa- 
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cred functions ought to have been a security against such approval of practices, 
which imperceptibly lead to injurious results. The nature of this wine was 
certainly 'such as the Savior could safely recommend, and in the production of 
which he manifested his glory to his disciples, The wine which had been us)d 
at the feast, probably, was such as was in common use among the temperate 
portion of the community, on such occasions. The wine produced, was pro. 
nounced by the Ruler of the feast to be better than that which they had pre. 
viously been drinking. On the supposition that it was intoxicating in its pro- 
perties, the Son of God is represented as producing that which was more in. 
toxicating, an inference which few Christians at the present day would be 
willing to draw. Bacchus, Prize Essay. 

The fact, that our Lord by a miracle produced wine at the marriage of Cana 
in Galilee, is urged as an invincible argument against total abstinence from al- 
coholic drinks. But this, like every other reason of the kind, is based upon the 
groundless assumption, that the term wine, always refers to the same kind of 
intoxicating drink ; whereas, history, science, and even modern usage, show that 
such a conclusion is altogether false. Among the Jews. Greeks, and Romans, 
there were various descriptions of wines. There were the drugged, fermented, 
poisonous wines, injurious to the bodies, and stupifying to the minds of those 
who drank them ; and there were also the sweet, delicious, nutrient or delight- 
fully acid wines, which would delight and please every palate, would nourish 
the frame, quench thirst, refresh and cool the weary, and injure no one. Now 
we ask the reader to judge, which of the two the benevolent Redeemer was 
most likely to produce ? 

In looking at this text, most persons are beguiled by the terms "goodwineS* 
Our vitiated and drunken taste has corrupted our mother tongue, and with us 
a liquor is pronounced "good" in proportion to its strength ; that is, in proportion 
as it is spirituous, poisonous and bad,. it is called "good." But words were not 
so abused in the time of our Lord. Instead of strong or intoxicating wines 
then being esteemed * c good, ,, Pliny, and Plutarch, and Horace intimate that 
4 * pocula vini innocentis," or innocent wine, was the best. The custom of 
bringing on an inferior wine as the feast proceeds, is particularly mentioned by 
Pliny, but the same naturalist tells us that a "good wine" was One which was 
destitute of spirit, and therefore shows, that by a worse wine he does not mean 
a weaker wine, but rather a stronger wine, or one that was disagreeable to 
the taste. 

Those who insist that the wine made by our Lord for the marriage of Cana 
was an intoxicating drink, appear to be reckless of every thing except their 
own taste for modern wines. The narrative intimates that they have been 
drinking, and had drunk all that were in the house. The remarks of " the Rul- 
er of the feast," suggest that they had well drunk, or already taken some 
quantity. . But the term methusko, whence have well drunk is derived, is the 
word which, in other places, is rendered drunk. According therefore to our 
opponents, the guests had well drunk, or, as the word literally signifies, 
were already drunk with a liquor as strong as modern port, and after they 
were thus intoxicatei, our Lord, by a miracle, produced a large quantity of very 
strong wine, that they might keep on drinking after they were already drunk. 
This interpretation is fully involved in the idea of modern tipplers, and one 
would think, is sufficiently awful, to make every wine-bibber suspect that he 
has mistaken the character of the wine in question. On the other hand, the 
principles laid down in this essay, make every thing plain, and completely ex- 
onerate our Lord from encouraging the charge of drunkenness. We have 
shown, that, in those days, the most popular wines, were those destitute of any 
strength. This is the assertion of Pliny, who was contemporary with our Lord. 
We have also proved that the word rendered ** drunk" did not at that period 
mean intoxicate, but only to drink freely, or to be filled with liquor; conse- 
quently a man could then be " drunk" without being intoxicated. At the mar- 
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riage of Cana, the people had already been drinking an innocent wine, and 
when this was out, oar Lord produced some more of the same description, and 
thus gratified the guests without endangering their health or their morals, and 
at the same time showed forth his own glory. The wine he made was •' good" 
for the people in the true and proper sense of the word good. Good unite here 
meant an innocent, wholesome wine, and not a wine poisoned with Alcohol or 
rendered destructive by some pernicious drug, and therefore m reality a bad 
wine. Anti-Bacchus, Ohap. 6. 

M John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and ye say, 
he bath a devil. The Son of Man is come eating and drinking, and ye say. 
Behold a gluttonous man and a wine-bibber. But wisdom is justified of all 
her children." John was interdicted from the use of any kind of wine and 
strong drink, whether it consisted of must, or even of the light, weak and uo- 
intoxicating wine most probably in use among the Hebrews. The Savior 
was not a Nazarite, and therefore, not being bound by the rules of that sect, 
was at liberty to use the common diet of the persons with whom he associated. 
The language of Jesus does not imply that he made use of inebriating liquor. 
We may, indeed, rest assured that so holy a being as the Son of God would 
not partake of any thing that was improper in itself, or calculated to lead his 
followers into self-indulgence. In this manner did the Savior come eating 
and drinking of the common food of the country. The charge that he was in- 
temperate, like other of their accusations, was false and absurd. The Savior 
merely remarked in his own defence, '* Wisdom is justified of all her children." 



K. (P. 48.) 
UNFERMENTED WINE USED IN THE PASSOVER. 

For the feast the directions of Moses are, * Unleavened bread shall be eaten 
■even days, and there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, in all thy 
quarters." This command has been observed by the Jews in all ages and 
countries, whither they are scattered. Gesenius, an Oriental scholar of great 
ability, states, that the Hebrew word seor 9 which the English translators have 
rendered leaven, applies to wine as well as bread. The practice of the Jews 
in modern days, is in exact accordance with this opinion. <* Their drink," 
says a Hebrew writer, whose intimate knowledge of the practises of his nation, 
adds value to his testimony, " during the time of the feast is either fair water, 
or raisin wine, and prepared by themselves, but no kind of leaven must be 
mixed. The vinegar of wine used by Ruth, and employed as a refreshing 
beverage during the labor and heat of the harvest, having undergone the pro- 
cess of fermentation, could not be employed at the passover, where for special 
reasons, every thing that contained leaven was forbidden to be present. This 
accounts for the circumstance, that it was among those articles which were in. 
terdicted on this solemn occasion. 

It is improbable, also, that any thing would be offered as an oblation to the 
Almighty, which was not of the most pure and wholesome kind. <( The pure 
blood of the grape," therefore, being a fit emblem of the divine goodness, was 
appropriated to this purpose. This was the wine used by Simon, the high 
priest, Eccles. xxxv. 15. '* He stretched forth his hand to the cup, and poured 
out of the blood of the qrape at the foot of the altar, as a sweet smelling savor 
unto the Most High Sang of all" Moses appears to refer to the wine used in 
idolatrous worship, as distinguished from that which was employed in sacrifice 
to the true God. " They sacrificed unto devils, not to God, to gods whom 
they knew not ; where are their rods in whom they trusted, which did eat the 
fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink-offerings 1" He pre- 
viously remarks, that " their grapes were grapes of gall, and that their clusters 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AFFIMMX, 9T 



were bitter, while thein wine waft toe poison of dftgonm, tad (be cruel i 
of asps." This figurative allusion had reference, no doubt, to a wine < 
tialy different from the pure blood of the grape which bad been given to* then 
as a special blessing. 

The primitive practices of the Greeks, present strong collateral evidence of 
the sober nature of the oblations in question. The most striking of their ob* 
lations were the offerings made to Jupiter. The Heathen, doubtless, derived 
their notions of this deity from Jehovah, the mighty and the true God. The 
sacred notions which the heathen entertained of Jupiter, prevented them from 
offering intoxicating wine as an oblation to that Deity* It was considered in- 
compatible with the pure worship required on these sacred occasions. These 
sober sacrifices were libations of water, of milk, and of oil ; wine was also for- 
bidden to be used at the altar of Geres and Proserpine. The Heathen ab- 
stained from offering intoxicating wine in their sacrifices to their most sacred 
deities, because its nature and effects were opposed to every thing that is spi- 
ritual and elevating. Is it probable that the Jews, a people possessed of supe- 
rior light, and worshipers of the true God, would be less temperate in their 
religious observances 1 On the contrary, there is little doubt, that the manners 
of the Jews would exhibit to surrounding nations an example of sobriety and 
good conduct. 

It was the feast of the Passover that our Lord and his disciples were in the 
act of celebrating, at the time of the institution of the Supper, and it is certain 
we have no account of any other kind of wine being then introduced, than 
what was usually drunk at the celebration of the Passover. How far the ori- 
ginal customs had been preserved till the appearance of the Savior, is uncer- 
tain. It is not unlikely, however, that in this case, they had been completely 
so, a conclusion which appears the more likely from the expression then used 
by the Savior in regard to the fruit of the vine, an expression which undoubt- 
edly refers to the natural product of the grape, and not to any artificial product, 
the result either of man's ingenuity or vegetable decomposition. 

Bacchus, Prize Essay, Ch. 18, 19. 

As for the wine drunk at the Passover, we have the best proof that it was 
not fermented. The word Chomitz in Hebrew, signifies * 4 leaven,' 1 " vinegar, " 
and every kind of fermentation. It refers alike to the panory, the vinous, and 
the acetous fermentation, and when it stands for an evil-doer, designated vis 
corruptus, or a corrupt man, stands for the putrefactive fermentation. Now 
the Jews at the Passover were commanded to have no leaven in their houses ; 
and they from that day to this understood the term to refer just as much to 
fermented liquors as to fermented bread, and therefore at the Passover were 
exceedingly careful that no fermented wines should be among them. It is 
therefore certain that our blessed* Lord did not use a fermented alcoholic liquor 
at the first Sacrament. 

It is in allusion to the wine made from raisins, and which was much inferior 
to the pure juice of the grape, that our Lord says, " I will no more drink of the 
fruit of the vine, until I drink it new in my heavenly Father's kingdom." As 
though he had said, Now we drink " passum" wine, made by pouring water 
upon dried grapes, then we shall drink virgin wine, the blood of the grapes of 
Paradise, the nectar of Heaven. The spiritual import of this sentence exactly 
accords with the beautiful contrast suggested by a reference to those different 
wines. Hence those Christians who use unfermented wine at the Lord's ta- 
ble, have the countenance of history, and the example of the blessed Redeem- 
er, in support of their practice, and certainly partake of drink much more re- 
sembling ancient wines, than port, sherry, or tent, or any other liquor polluted 
with alcohol. AntuBacchus, Prize Essay, Ch. 6. 

Dr. Adam Clarke severely reprobates the modern practice in some churches 
of making use of impure wine. " This is a most wicked and awful perversion 
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of our Lord's ordinance. The materials made use of by Jesus Christ on this 
solemn occasion, were unleavened bread, and the produce of the vine, i. e. pure 
wine." — Clarke on the Eucharist. Oa the practicability of obtaining pure 
wine in America, and abandoning all use of that which is alcoholic, in divine 
ordinances, the Churched must judge. Certain it is that the false wine-brew- 
eries in America, receive great support from the Churches. 

When Mr. Delavan was in Italy he obtained an introduction to one of the 
largest wine manufacturers, a gentleman of undoubted credit and character, 
who assured him that the fruit of the vine may be kept in wine countries 
free from fermentation with a little care, for several months, if undisturbed by 
transportation. Wine of this character he exhibited to him in January, seve- 
ral months after the vintage. He also assured him that in grape growing 
countries fresh wine could be made any day in the year from preserved 
grapes, and that the pure juice of the grape may be preserved from fermenta- 
tion for any length of time by boiling, by which the principle of fermentation 
was destroyed. By the same gentleman, Mr. Delavan had one hundred gal- 
lons of wine made from grapes in January, which, were boiled down to twenty, 
and brought to America ; the manufacturer assured him that he could easily 
supply any orders from America or any other part of the world. 

li, (P. 48.) 
TEMPERANCE OF THE PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANS. 
In addition to general principles by which Christians were to be guided in 
their conduct in life, there were special injunctions imperative on the members 
of the Christian Church. 

1. It is unequivocally declared, that drunkards shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God. 

2. That they shall be excommunicated from the society of Christians on earth. 
& "A Bishop must be vigilant, sober, not given to wine." "Sober, just, 

holy, temperate." A Bishop must be (me paroinos) not given to wine. This 
passage has in general been understood to refer merely to the free use of wine. 
The original word, however, from which the translation has been made, is de- 
rived from (para) near, or by, and (oinos) wine. Literally, a Bishop must not 
be seen in company with wine at a wine banquet, or, in other words, partaking 
of wine as a common beverage, or means of sensual gratification. He must 
be "vigilant," (nephaleon), derived from (nfi) not, and (pio) to drink, not drink. 
"Be sober, be vigilant," (not drink), because your adversary, the devil, goes 
about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. In Titus ii. 2, " that 
the aged man be sober, temperate." The Wjprd translated temperate is, in the 
Vulgate, a translation of an early age, and high authority, translated (conti- 
nentem), continent, subject to no vice ; and the word translated sober, is in 
PonnegaPs Lexicon, translated "to live abstemiously," "to abstain from wine." 
In Gal. v. 23, the Vulgate renders the word temperance, (castitas), and in 2 
Peter i. 6, the same worcl, " abstinence." Add to knowledge abstinence. 
The language of Paul to the Corinthians places this in a stronger light : « c Every 
man that striveth for the mastery, is temperate in all things ;" the Vulgate 
renders the word in this case, abstinet. Paul has here reference to the Olym- 
pic games, one rule of which was abstinence from wine. Says Epictetus, the 
Athlcete were prohibited altogether the use of wine. 

The remarks of Paul in regard to deacons and aged persons deserve further 
consideration. "The deacons must not be given to much wine." 1 Tim. iii. 
8. " Aged women, be not given to much wine." Tit. ii. 3. The Epistle to 
Timothy was written in reference to Greeks. Greek and Roman youth were 
forbidden to indulge in the use of wine. Wine was supposed to be a cordial 
in old age. We must not infer that the converted Gentiles made use of in. 
toxicating wines. On their conversion to Christianity, doubtless, they would 
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abandon those wines which they were accustomed to use in a state of dark- 
ness, for such as were harmless. But for drinking much of these they might 
be reprehended for a luxurious indulgence. Bishops, by the sacred nature of 
their office, were to be beyond any kind of suspicion or danger, while deacons 
and the aged were to be exceedingly cautious. 

The charge of impropriety in the Corinthian church is frequently urged in 
proof of the strength of the wines of the primitive Christians. " In eating every 
one taketh before other bis own supper, and one is hungry and another is drunk- 
en." The error was the conversion of the Lord's Supper into an ordinary 
meal. The people assembled and brought their provisions with them. In the 
language of Dr. Clarke, " Some had much, others had less ; some ate to ex- 
cess, others had scarce enough to supply nature. One was hungry, the other 
was drunken, (methuei) '' filled to the full." This, adds, Dr. C, is the sense 
of the word in many places of Scripture. Unless this interpretation be allowed; 
the apposition of the original is destroyed, and a calumny cast on the Corinthian 
Church which it does not deserve. 

It is difficult to determine at what time the practices of the primitive Chris- 
tians began to degenerate. Minutius Felix said, in the beginning of the third 
' century, " Our feasts are not only chaste but sober, we indulge not ourselves 
in banquets, nor make our feasts with wine." 

The temperance of the New Testament in regard to intoxicating liquors, 
if not altogether proved to consist in total and habitual abstinence, approaches 
so near to it as to render any further discussion on the question a mere discus- 
sion of words and not of principles. The habits and practices of nominal 
Christians in the present day, are most unhappily opposed to the customs of 
the followers of Christ, at the period immediately succeeding his appearance 
on earth. Objections, however, are frequently urged against this view of 
scriptural temperance, which are founded either on some avoided or latent 
feeling in favor ot the use of wines. The general and long continued habit of 
vinous indulgence renders it difficult to convince mankind either that the 
habits of the people differed materially in those days from our own, or that the 
wines in common use at that period, bore no analogy to the stimulating and 
highly intoxicating substitutes of the present day. When the mind yields to 
conviction from indubitable evidence with respect to these important and pre- 
liminary points, the most obscure and conflicting passages of scripture become 
comparatively easy of explanation. Bacchus Prize Essay. 

It is worthy of observation that the words nephalios and nepho, rendered in 
the New Testament by the terms ** sober," *« vigilant," and " watch," are 
allowed by our critics to come from the adverb (n€) not, and (pio) to drink, 
and of course refer to abstinence from inebriating liquors. Hesychius says, 
that nephalios means me pepakotes, " not having drunk," and of the significa- 
tions given to nepho by Schleusner is, " Abstineo omnia potus inebriantis usu," 
" I abstain from the use of all intoxicating drinks." It is rather remarkable, 
that the interpretation of the lexicographer should contain the very words of the 
te-total pledge. 

From a careful examination of the word of God, we find, that in no single 
instance can it be proved that it has mentioned intoxicating drinks with appro, 
nation, and consequently those who use alcoholic poisons are left without the 
least sanction from that unerring guide. Far from commending such drinks 
as inebriate, it tells us that they bite "like a serpent and sting like an adder." 
Total. Abstinence, therefore, is in exact accordance with the letter and spirit of 
the Word of God. 



HI. (P. 48.) 

TO THE OF THE CHURCH. 

Ret?. Sirs—FeUow Citizens,— 
At the last anniversary of the New, York State Temperance Society, it was 
resolved, 
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« That a Coaunttaa be a p p oin ted to prepare and present an address to the 
annual or some other nesting of the several ecclesiastical bodies in this States 
as well as to the larger ecclesiastical bodies in the United States ; and request 
them severally, to take such action on the temperance cause, as may, in their 
judgment, appear most likely to promote the same. And, on further motion, 
it was resolved, That the Executive Committee of the State Society appoint a 
Committee of seven to carry the above resolution into effect." 

In accordance with these resolutions, We have been appointed the Com* 
mittee to bring the subject of Temperance to your distinct consideration. 
Permit us, respectfully to state our deep conviction of the importance of your 
co-operation to the future advancement of this great enterprise. It needs the 
counsels, the prayers, and the earnest efforts of the churches. It is true, that 
voluntary associations reach masses of mind, not yet brought under the direct 
influence of religious ministrations, — and thus far they have been beneficial 
beyond our roost sanguine hopes. But the full blessing, that we are now en- 
couraged to expect, cannot be accomplished until this sacred cause shall be 
urged forward by your co-operation. In our sanctuaries, we rest, under God, 
our best hopes for the triumphs of temperance. There rise the fountains of 
pure and sound principles ; and thence, flow to our land, the blessings of sanc- 
tified sentiment. These influences are destined to lift up our wretched world 
from the pollutions of vice. Suffer us to solicit that they may be consecrated 
to temperance, in such particular manner as, to your wisdom, shall seem the 
best adapted to the nature, condition, and claims of the subject under consid- 
eration, 

With respectful consideration, we are, 

Your obedient servants, 

Theodore Freunghttysen, 1 

Abraham Keyser, 

John Savage, 

Henrt Dwight, J. Committee. 

George Tibbits, 

W. H. Van Dtck, 

Samuel Young, 
Slate qf New Yor*, 1840. 



N. (P. 54.) 

INTEMPERANCE IN IRELAND. 

Extract from a Letter from C. Cochren, Assistant Secretary of the Irish Tempe- 
rance Union, to the Secretaries of the New British and Foreign Temperance 
Society,— dated Dublin, April, 1839. 

The causes of Irish poverty and crime are manifold, and are to be sought for 
in other sources besides intemperance. The physical temperament of the 
people, hot, mercurial, and liable to be acted upon by sudden impulses. The 
factions which have existed for centuries, and have carried on a ruthless, an 
absurd, and a bloody warfare against each other ; the political and sectarian 
contentions, now considerably mitigated in character and outward manifesta- 
tions ; but still violent, blind, turbulent ; the want of wise legislation ; the ab- 
sence of a benevolent resident landed proprietary, who, in other countries, do 
so much to foster habits of industry, order, and frugality among their tenantry : 
the dreadful perpetual contest among the peasantry to obtain land at all 
hazards, it being in the absence of manufactures, their only means of subsist- 
ence ; their improvident marriages ; the great lack of sound, moral, and reli- 
gious instruction ; which at present is but partially supplied; these causes, and 
added to these, the awful waste of seven millions sterling per annum in the 
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consumption of whiskey — will, I apprehend, be amply sufficient, satisfactorily 
to account for the social disorganization of Ireland. I will here introduce a 
few statistical statements to show the extent of Irish intemperance. At a 
meeting of publicans, held in Dublin a few weeks ago, it was stated by one of 
that body, that there were then 21,183 public-houses in Ireland, viz. in the 
province of Leinster, 6609; Con naught, 1989 ; Munster, 5979; Ulster, 6608. 
This summary may be relied on for its accuracy. It was given more in detail 
by the speaker, whose design was to exhibit the political strength of the pub. 
licans, each of them possessing the elective franchise, with a view to deter the 
Government from the repeal of what they are pleased to designate as an ob- 
noxious law — a law which prohibits them from .opening their houses earlier 
than seven o'clock in the morning, or for keeping' them open later than eleven 
o'clock at night on week days, or than nine o'clock on Sundays. There are in 
every city and town in Ireland individuals who combine the grocery with the 
spirit trade, who are not included in the 21,183 publicans. In Dublin, the 
grocers are numerically greater than their rivals — for the two classes are b it- 
terly opposed to one another in commercial matters. It may therefore be 
fairly calculated that the total number of licensed spirit dealers in Ireland 
amount to 40,000. The quantity of ardent spirits consumed annually in Ire- 
land, exceeds, according to the revenue returns, eleven millions of gallons. Iu 
addition, there is an immense quantity of native spirit, better known as 
«» Potthein," manufactured, none of which ever pays a farthing duty to the 
Excise. Again, there is a large quantity of spirits smuggled by licensed dis- 
tillers and others. If I may judge by the number, • extent, and vast trade of 
the Dublin breweries, the consumption of malt liquors in Ireland must be im- 
mense. The population of Dublin may be estimated at about 250,000.— 
The number of merchants and traders exceed 5000 ; of these, exclu- 
sive of distillers, brewers, hotel-keepers, and wine merchants, who all 
traffic in intoxicating liquors, eleven hundred are retail spirit dealers. The 
average receipts of each may, with safety, be taken at £2 per diem ! and the 
total annual receipts of the whole will amount to upwards of £800,000 ! The 
pauper population is said, by well informed judges, to amount to 60,000, who 
are, without exception, addicted to intemperate habits ; and are among the 
best customers of the grocers and publicans. How, it may be asked, can this 
be the case,] If they are in a state of beggary, from whence do they procure 
the means of gratifying their liking for intoxicating liquors ? To this question 
I reply, that the fact is so. All the money given by humane but mistaken in- 
dividuals in the public streets, is invariably spent in the whiskey shop. I have 
been informed by a visitor of the Stranger's Friend Society, founded for the 
purpc " ....... j n j poor 9 and whose funds, raised 

by cl >unt to about £1200 per annum— 

that ig the care exercised by individu- 

als o mposture — finds its way into the 

pock Indigent Room-keepers' Society, 

an ir that already mentioned, relieves 

annu „ nge to say, most of the divisional 

distributors of its funds are persons in 'the, grocery and spirit trade ; who, it is 
notorious, frequently pay the money at their tea counter to the individuals, 
pronounced on inquiry, to be deserving objects of charity, and receive a portiou 
of it back at the whiskey counter, which is separated from the former by a 
screen of tea chests erected for the purpose of concealing those who go behind 
them to drink. The number of individuals who, as stated by the Recorder of 
Dublin, who are committed for drunkenness amount to 2000 per month j and 
the daily reports of our police offices, evidence that intemperance is one of 
the chief agents and promoters of crime in the city. The few local illustrations 
I have given, will, I think, apply generally to the towns in Ireland. 

11 .'V 
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INTRODUCTION OF TEMPERANCE SOCIETIES. 

The old system was first introduced into these countries by that most ami* 
able and truly excellent man, George W. Carr, of New Ross, who established 
a temperance society in that his native town ; his example was speedily fol- 
lowed by Professor Edgar, of Belfast, and other philanthropic persons, who, 
for years, vigorously labored to overthrow intemperance, at least to check its 
progress. Their efforts were attended with but partial success. Yet they ex* 
citea* attention to a subject of vital interest before uothought of; collected a 
vast body of statistics, and ably exposed to public view the extent, causes, and con- 
sequences of drunkenness, and thus prepared a way for the diffusion and pro- 
gress of total abstinence. The first individual who publicly advocated the 
adoption of the abstinence principle in Ireland was Mr, Finch, a Liverpool iron 
merchant, who was accustomed to travel periodically in this country and who 
having seen the good effected by that system in England, endeavored to pro* 
pagate it in the various localities he visited, but only with indifferent success. 
He aided, however, in forming a flourishing society in Strabane, in the North 
of Ireland, which has since withered away almost to nothing. The next per- 
son who made an effort to promote abstinence in Ireland, was Mr. Thomas 
Swindlehurst, of Preston. He held a large, but most turbulent meeting in 
Waterford, no permanent society was formed in consequence. Mr. Robert 
M'Curdy proved more successful than either of the other two gentlemen. He 
arrived in Dublin, from Halifax, in Yorkshire, formed a society there, since ex- 
tinct,— proceeded from thence to the North of Ireland, where he effected a 
permanent lodgment in many districts ; on the whole, his labors were attended 
with considerable advantages. The subject was now taken up by many ac- 
tive and intelligent persons, several of them members of the old society, and 
has since progressed in various places with amazing success ; and the adop- 
tion of the principle has, to numerous individuals, proved beneficial to an ex- 
tent never contemplated by the most sanguine minds. The societies received 
a wonderful stimulus from the visit of John Hockings, whose extraordinary 
;raphic powers, singular eloquence, fund of anecdote, and overflowing humor, 
jrew immense audiences, who were at once astonished, delighted, and instruct, 
ed. Total abstinence may thus be considered as having taken deep root in 
Ireland. The measures now in progress for its more general diffusion will, un- 
der Providence, be productive of the happiest results. 

The writer proceeds to enumerate the societies in the principal towns. Of 
Cork, he says : " The most recent accounts from this, the second city in Ire- 
land, state that there are from ten to twelve thousand members. The presi- 
dent of the society is the very Rev. Theobald Mathew, a Roman Catholic 
Priest. The members take the pledge under the form of a religious obliga- 
tion. William Martin, George Cox, and George Gibbs, of the Society of 
Friends, and the Rev. Nicholas Dunscombe, a Curate of the Established 
Church, are active promoters of total abstinence in Cork." 



di 
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In Montreal, there are sixty-eight commercial establishments including 
commission houses, which sell intoxicating drinks wholesale. There are fifty- 
three which sell wholesale and retail, or retail by the gallon or quart. And 
there are two hundred and sixty-seven houses which sell by the glass : mak- 
ing three hundred and eighty-eight places in Montreal for the sale of the drinks 
which make drunkards ! ! besides from one to two hundred places, which dis- 
play crackers, pipes, apples, &c, in their windows, many of which, we are in- 
formed, sell without license ! 

For the year ending 5th Jan. 1840, there were imported into Montreal, 
899,043 gallons of wines and spirits. About 793 gallons of whiskey are manu- 
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featured yearly, most of which it told and consumed in Montreal. In thit 
.operation, 500,000 buahels.of grain are destroyed. 

At the last term of the criminal court, 15 out of 92 crimes, were committed 
under the influence of intoxicating drinks. Out of 540 arrests in three months* 
283 were for being drunk in the streets. Of 250 prisoners lying in the Mon» 
treaJjail, 200 were brought there by intemperance : 77 of the whole number 
wer • females, < ( whom only 4 were temperate. Of 200 patients in the hospi- 
tal, 05 had^been subject to delirium tremens. 



P. (P. 60.) 

AN APPEAL PROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, TO THE 

KING OF THE FRENCH, IN BEHALF OF THE SANDWICH 

ISLANDS. 
To his Majesty Louie Philippe, King of the French, 

Sir, — The undersigned, constituting the Executive officers of the American 
Temperance Union, an association representing and expressing the views and 
feelings of more than two millions of the free and enlightened citizens of the 
United States, beg the liberty of addressing your Majesty on a subject deeply 
interesting to themselves and to a portion of their fellow-beings in a far distant 
region of the globe. 

It is too well known to your Majesty for the undersigned to enlarge upon it, 
that, until checked by a recent and extraordinary moral reform, the ravages 
of intemperance were in these States of a most distressing and alarming cha- 
racter ;--destroying the health, industry, private peace and domestic happi- 
ness of thousands ; weakening the power of motives to do right, and strength- 
ening the power of motives to do wrong ; causing an annual waste to the na. 
tion of an hundred million of dollars and forty thousand lives, and threatening 
the very existence of our civil and religious institutions., Over other nations, 
less guarded by the restraints of civilization, they were more severe. They 
had nearly exterminated the native savage of our forests, and were spreading 
wide desolation over the feeble tribes of men on the North-west coast of our 
continent and on the warm and beautiful islands of the Southern Pacific. 

We wish to assure your Majesty that it exceedingly cheerod our hearts to 
find that the temperance reform, which had spread a most benign influence 
over our own country, had reached those distant regions of the globe ; that 
the New Zealander, the Taheitan and the Sandwich Islander, looking upon 
intoxicating liquor as their worst enemy, had resolved that they would not 
bring it to their lips ; and that, as European and American navigators would 
introduce it to their shores and sell it to the weak and unstable, causing a fear- 
ful amount of drunkenness, murder and every evil work, some of the native 
governments had absolutely prohibited all importation and sale. An ordinance 
to that effect, your Majesty is aware was established by Tamehameha HI. 
King of the Sandwich Islands, on the 28th of August, 1838. In that ordinance 
it was proclaimed, that, 

'* Whereas great evils have arisen at these islands in consequence of the 
importation of ardent spirits and the consequent use of the same, and whereas, 
native born citizens, whether with or without authority are no longer permitted 
to engage in the distillation thereof; and whereas there is abundant evidence 
that the best interests of the mercantile community as well as of the nation at 
large requiro the measure, therefore 

. *> Be it enacted by the king and Chiefs of the Sandwich Islands, in council 
assembled, That, after the first of January 1839, the importation of rum, bran- 
dy, gin, alcohol and all distilled spirits whatsoever, shall be entirely prohibited 
to be landed at any port, harbor or any other place on the Sandwich Islands, 
and that all wines imported shall be subject to a duty of one half, dollar per 
gallon," ,._,.., . . . 
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This ordinance, it is believed, bad for its sole object the preservation of the 
people from vice, crime and utter extermination, and was designed to act with 
the strictest impartiality upon all foreign nations. Its promulgation gave great 
satisfaction to the native population, to foreign residents, to well principled 
Captains of ships ; and awakened throughout Christendom the hope that the 
work of civilization would go on retarded, and that these Islanders, instead of 
being swept away by drunkenness, would retain an existence among the nations 
of the earth. An intelligent resident, connected with the foreign shipping at 
the Islands, expressed the hope " that all friends of order would lend their aid 
in favor of regulations so important in ail their bearings ;" and no less than ten 
Captains of foreign ships, then at anchor off Lahaina, addressed a letter to the 

fovernment, expressing the deep interest they felt in the ordinance and their 
igh approbation of its details. (( We shall hereafter,'' say they, " feel in- 
creased satisfaction in coming to these Islands to lecruit our ships, and shall 
feel a greater confidence in the stability of your government. We shall take 
great pleasure in lending our influence, in support of regulations so salutary to 
our own interests, and so important to the well being of vour Islands/' 

Amid so much that was cheering in relation to these Islands, we have been 
filled with the deepest solicitude in America on learning that, on the 17th of 
July 1239, a treaty was imposed upon Tamehameha III. by C. Laplace, the 
officer commanding your Majesty's frigate L'Artemise, by which this ordinance 
can no longer be enforced in relation to brandies and wines imported from 
France. We cannot but fear that the treaty, thus imposed, will open again 
the flood gates of intemperance on this rescued nation, and though the ordinance 
may continue in force against other powers, yet, through the breach thus made, 
every species of intoxicating drink of the most debasing and destructive cha- 
racter, will be poured upon them by American and European navigators, pro- 
ducing the most disastrous consequences. 

We can assure your Majesty that this article in the treaty has excited deep 
emotion in the breasts of the philanthropic in the United States ; and that we 
cannot f believe that your Majesty, if made acquainted with all the circum* 
stances, will insist upon its enforcement. We are persuaded that the ordinance 
of the King and Council is of the utmost importance not only to the Islanders, 
but to the whole commercial world so far as they are concerned in the naviga- 
tion of those seas ; — that whilo it is required to keep those feeble people from 
utter extermination, its strict enforcement will greatly contribute to the thrift 
and enterprise of the Islanders, and their ability to carry on a valuable com- 
merce with foreign nations. And we cannot but believe that yonr Majesty 
will feel that all nations are deeply interested in maintaining the independent 
and impartial character of those governments as they come into existence. 
We shall rejoice to see the ordinance most rigidly enforced against our own 
countrymen who may be disposed to violate it ; and our hope is that your Ma- 
jesty, on a due consideration of the subject, will with every other Christian 
power, consent to its continuance and even treat with severity those who wan- 
tonly disregard it. 

Through our American Minister at your Majesty's Court and our personal 
friend, General Cass, we beg leave to present these our reflections, with the 
assurance of our most profound respect. 

We are your Majesty's 

Obedient servants, 

Edward C. Delavan, 1 

Theodore Frelinghuysen, 

John Tappan, Execut ve Committee of the 

John W. Leavttt, > American Temperance 

John T. Norton, Union. 

Christian Keener, 

John Marsh, Sec. 

Sew York, U. & A. March 10, 1840. 
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HFTH ANNIVERSARY 



OF THE 



AMERICAN TEMPERANCE UNION. 



The fifth anniversary of the Union was held in the Presbyterian 
Church in Murray-street, on Tuesday, May 11, at 10 A. M. The 
officers of the Union and numerous friends of temperance assembled at 
the rooms in Clinton Hall, and proceeded in a body to the place of meet- 
ing* where the chair was taken by the Hon. Theodore Fbelinghuysbn, 
Chancellor of the University and one of the Vice-Presidents. The 
meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Nott, of Union 
College. After which Mr. Frelinghuysen rose and made the follow- 
ing remarks. 

Gentlemen, 

The principles of the American Temperance Union are not arbitrary 
dogmas, adopted at a venture, for the vain purpose of a doubtful expe- 
riment. They have been prompted by a considerate regard for the best 
interests of man— are founded on sober calculation — on just views of 
duty — and the most efficacious means of moral discipline and improve- 
ment. 

If there was not firm ground to encourage the efforts that are now 
making, none would willingly encounter the opposition that assails the 
friends and advocates of this cause. But there is wisdom and stability in 
the purpose, and hope and promise beam from every aspect of the bless- 
ed scheme. Its means are adapted to the great end that is sought. A 
ruinous practice had grown into a habit, always stern, often irresistible 
in its demands. A habit that impairs health, morals, and happiness ; — 
breaks through all the restraints of religion, honor, family, and friend- 
ship ; and, in its excesses, first depraves and degrades and then destroys. 
These consequences are not denied. All admit them— and thousands 
of unhappy families mourn over them as sad and most afflicting calam- 
ities. Christians have prayed over the evil for generations— that God 
would arrest its progress— turn back the burning tide of desolation, 
and, in the greatness of His mercy, grant us deliverance. To meet the 
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crisis and in faithfulness to His promise, the Hearer of prayef 
moved the purpose of total abstinence. And when it rose to our view, 
it drew to itself an amount of favor that inspired the strongest hope* 
It is a remedy, fit* adequate, and full; — an antidote safe, effectual, and 
thorough. It does more than impart strength to resist the temptation—* 
it breaks the head of the tempter. 

Among the incidents attending this great moral revolution, has been 
the kind of opposition which k has encountered. That the vicious 
would denounce it, was expected;— but many of the friends of virtue 
have been* its adversaries and assailed it as ultraism — a wisdom 
above that which is written, and an impeachment of scriptural ex* 
ample. 

Perhaps the imprudence of too sanguine friends may have given 
some occasion for exception. But yet the remedy, that which was 
prayed for, the way of deliverance, stands out in its simple energy and 
mighty purity, clear of all challenges. 

Yield to the casuist the benefit of his scruples, that the use of intox- 
icating liquors in itself is not sinful — but the use had become inordi* 
nate to a most alarming degree and extent By the very laws of our 
physical and moral economy it was found that the use of such stimu- 
lants tended, almost inevitably, to excess. It was a monster that lived 
on itself— the greater the indulgence the more votiacious the appetite* 
Every libation only aggravated the thirst which it professed to allay. 

The solemn truth is, that total abstinence, seemed to be the last 
effort of desponding humanity, to which she clung as with the grasp 
of despair, in the deep, soul-felt conviction, that rf this failed, all was 
lost 

That it calls for sacrifices, firmness and self-control, commends it to me 
heart and conscience. This allies it to all revolutions for good. They 
have always been illustrated by sacrifices* Look at our own history, 
from the first footstep of the pilgrim — what was that early enterprize, 
but a series of singular and voluntary sufferings and hardships endured 
for the sake of a great principle, involving the dearest interests of civil 
and religious liberty ? And the consecrated purposes of the American 
Revolution, — what were they but a tribute to the doctrines asserted 
and defended by our forefathers, at every temporal hazard ? 

And now the sacred interests in danger demand like sacrifices— and 
the friends of temperance make them, freely, joyfully — and, thanks to 
the Father of mercies, successfully. 

We surely have a right to the joy of success. Obstinate as the habit 
had become", it has been subdued in millions of instances. These eman- 
cipated hosts Wonder and bless God for his merciful interposition. 

The temperance movement in Ireland has been so overwhelming 
and universal, that it arrests us as a moral phenomenon. A mighty 
influence has come down from heaven in the majesty and power or 
truth. It has laid open to infatuated man the abominations — the pol- 
lution, crime, and madness of his bondage. 

And there are still more glorious triumphs than Ireland with her re- 
claimed millions. It has reached the very seat and citadel of the ene- 
my. While many of the temperate have been indifferent, incredulous, 
and hardly persuaded to lift a finger in aid, to rescue the victims of in- 
toxication, the victim himself has turned upon his destroyer. He has 
grappled with him on his own territory ; and by a resolute, heaven- 
helped effort, broken the chains of his thraldom— and now walks 
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ever distrust again? Where is the Christian— the friend of his 
race — that can find it in his heart, to hinder or discourage a cause of 
such results and such promise ? 

The treasurer's report was read by Jasper Cobntng, Esq. The Rev 
John Mabsh, corresponding secretary, then read the report of the Ex* 
eoutire Committer 

Mr. Taylor, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the New York 
State Temperance Society, moved the acceptance and publication of the Re- 
port, ft was, he eaid, by exhibiting raoh facts at the Report contained, 
that this great moral enterprise was to be brought home to the bosom of 
every individual m the community. 

Dr. Charles Jiwbtt, of Massachusetts seconded the resolution. 

Mr. President, said he, I rejoice at the cheering prospect presented in the 
report just read, but there is much to do. vVe have stormed and successful- 
ly carried the outworks of the enemy, but the strong hold yet remains in his 
hands. Fifteen years ago, when T first began to labor in behalf of temper* 
ance in a country school house in Massachusetts, there was no man for ten 
miles around, whom I could call brother in the cause. Since then these 
has been a great change, and we are still going ahead, but there is a great 
deal to do. We have never put forth a degree of onergy at all proportionate 
to the magnitude of the work. A great obstacle to our progress is the want 
tof system. To use a figure that will be intelligible to farmers, we should 
put ahead a great breaking up plough, to tear up the turf, clear away the 
roots and stones, and get ready for the crop. On this plough we should put 
the strong team. But it seems to me that we save the principal part of our 
strength for the harrow and the bush whioh come after, and leave the great 
plough to be dragged by a feeble team. 

In Massachusetts, we raise 941,000 for christianizing the heathen. This 
is not too much — nor so much as we can afford. But to sere the thou, 
sands who are annually going down to the drunkard's grave, we raise only 
93000. 

We have not told half the truth respecting the evils of intemperance and 
its causes. We have said the truth was too bad, and the people would not 
bear it. I am for telling the truth, and the whole truth. The adversaries 
of temperance accuse us of a persecuting spirit. Sir, we have none. The deal- 
ers in ardent spirits have been treated with a degree of lenity, such as has 
been extended to no other olas*. We have condemned the deed, but let 
the men alone. 

In Rhode Island, a child was burnt to death in consequence of its moth*. 
er getting drunk. The rum-seller cared little for that. He pocketed the 
avails. He was a justice of the peace. But the fact became known— the 
boys found it out, and they eried, •• There goes the man who sold the woman 
the rum." He shrunk before the indignation of the Community. He could 
net brave the storm of contempt which the exposure brought upon him. It 
does not give us joy to report such facts. Let them give us better facts, and 
we*ll report them. But let uspnbhsh the names of the sellers in oases like this 
and we shall stop the trantc^ 
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Suppose a drunkard diet in the street, and the rumseller reads it in the 
papers. Such an event is so common, that it excites no wonder. It is mere, 
ly an awful affair y and nothing is accomplished by its publication. 

But let the name of the dealer be published, and, as we say in the 
country, he must pull up stakes and be off. Another man is dead over 
across the street — his bloated face, his blood-shot eyes, his tattered garments, 
and feeble limbs, betray the ravages of the monster, and show the cause of 
his death. But unless the name of the man who slew him by furnishing 
the poison, is mentioned, the publication does no good. 

We don't take hold of the matter right. It is a thing that we don't un- 
derstand. The best illustration I can give — my illustrations are some- 
what homely, for which you must pardon me — is that of a landsman taking 
up a lobster. He knows there is a safe place to handle him, but he don't 
know where to find it. He feels round, and finally gets a nip. An old Salt 
comes along, and, knowing how to take the lobster, picks him up without 
damage, claps a couple of plugs in his claws, and renders him harmless. 
Just so with the grog-shops. They bothered us. We didn't know how to 
take them up. But the Baltimore reformed drunkards have taught us a 
lesson. They have come up out of the den of the lobster — they have seized 
him in safety, and, if I mistake not, they will soon stick a peg in his claws, 
and prevent him ever biting hereafter. 

In looking at the prospect of final success in this cause, Dr. J. alluded to the 
Sabbath schools and the District schools, which he regarded as channels for the 
exercise of a very powerful influence in behalf of this cause. The church, also, 
is another means of exciting a very powerful influence. Nine.tenths of the 
females are with us ; and they have more to do than any other class in form- 
ing the character of the rising generation. Here there is the Irish reforma- 
tion, reflcting back its light upon us, and here come the efforts and labors of 
our Baltimore friends. 

Finally, God is with us. There is not a single attribute of his character 
by which He can by any possibility take sides with our opponents. It is 
as contrary to his justice as his mercy. Dr. J. trusted we should always feel 
our dependence on him for assistance, and go to him for strength. 

Professor Goodrich, of New Haven, offered a resolution declaring that 
the smiles of Heaven upon the temperance reformation in foreign lands, call 
for the liveliest expressions of gratitude from the friends of the cause. 
1 If there was anything, he said, which might justly awaken grateful emo- 
tions in the mind of an American citizen, on setting his foot for the first 
time on the continent of Europe, it was the conviction that an influence had 
gone forth from this young nation that has shaken all Europe, and is yet to 
pour light and power into its darkness and death. 

If any thing is to rejoice our hearts it is, that truth has been communica. 
ted to us, to be borne forth to the nations of the earth — that light has risen 
in this western world, which is to scatter the darkness of the nations, and ush- 
er in the millenial glory. When we hear from abroad of the temperance 
movements the past year, we have reason devoutly to thank God. 
The President thon introduced Rev. Mr. Scott, of Stockholm, in Sweden, 
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who said he had no intention of miking * speech, hot only of Mating a few 
facts connected with the progress of this great cause in foreign lands. He 
should like to take this meeting on a journey through Europe, and follow our 
excellent agent and his friend, Mr. Baird, to tell us what has been done in 
Prussia, Holland, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, and Russia. But this 
would take more time than was allotted to him at this meeting, and therefore 
he would confine his remarks to Sweden, where he had resided nearly eleven 
years. That a reform was needed, will readily be granted, said he, when I tell 
you that ten years ago there were upwards of 1 60 thousand stills at work. This 
great number may surprise you ; but a great many of them are exceedingly 
small, containing not more than five or six gallons each ; and the evil arises 
not so much from the amount produced, as the extent to which it is diffused 
over the whole country. Such a still is found, as a right, connected with 
•very piece of ground ; and that right contemplates the manufacture of so 
much as may be necessary for the cultivator of the ground and his family. 
Hence, himself and all his family share in the works of manufacture, and 
acquire a taste for the liquor. 

.The quantity produced is not easily ascertained ; but, with a population 
of three millions, there is not less perhaps than forty millions of gallons. There 
does not seem to be a great amount of gross drunkenness ; but they are all 
at it. One custom is that of having a brandy table in one corner of the room, 
where every one goes to whet his appetite before taking his food. This 
state of things was deeply lamented by many; but up to 1830, nothing was 
done. . Then, following the example set by this country, it was resolved to 
txy what could be done ; and a temperance society was formed. Opinion 
was divided as to the principle on which the effort should be made. A ma. 
jority thought it would not do at once to strike at the root, but that the socie- 
ty must be formed on the plan of using it moderately. Great and influential 
men joined the society, but it soon died out. But, a few of the minority 
thought nothing but a pledge of total abstinence would do. That pledge 
does not include wine and other fermented liquors ; for such drinks are not 
known there. This society labored on for five or six years, laughed at, and 
its labors despised ; about the beginning of 1836, the cause languished. 
The men connected with it did not look up to God ; and it must be allowed 
the cause had fallen back. 

It was then you sent us Mr. Baird the first time, and from that day we 
may date an entire new era, Mr. Baird presented his book to his Majesty, 
and the King caused it to be translated ; and, at his own expense, placed a 
copy in every parish, commanding every clergyman to read it, and make 
efforts to enlighten the people on the subject. 

When I read the book, I felt amazed, when I considered who they were 
that were engaged in the production and consumption of spirits. I was 
confident no private individual or association would have dared to publish 
such a book. But, the Chief of the Government issued forth his order, and 
the book is hence called the King's book, and no man dares to offer a word 
against it From that time, there was a most delightful state of revived 
operations ; and almost everywhere, the people refer to the * King's book,' 
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or * Baird's book,' as it it sometimes tailed, on the occasion. It is not to be 
wondered at, then, that the repeated visit of our friend should hare been 
hailed with enthusiasm. Never, perhaps, in the history of the world, has a 
conqueror passed through a country with such marks of honor as your 
friend. It was not as a conqueror, causing tears of blood to flow ; but hia 
course was marked with gentleness, peace, and love ; and the tears shed 
were those of hearty gratitude : and it is especially gratifying that the poor- 
er classes were most ready to testify their thankfulness. 

We have with us men of great influence and talents, and the cause Is 
making delightful progress. We have examples of very old men, who hate 
used spirits constantly for many years, laying it aside at once without in- 
jury, and with benefit. One instance just occurred, a few days before we 
left. A respectable old gentleman, 95 years of age, a tall, stout, athletic 
man, had always been in the habit of using it daily. He had often been 
spoken to on the subjeot and had always said, " I am a living proof that 
what you say is not true," But at length this strong man began to come 
down — he became ill, and took his bed. He was visited by one doctor and 
another to no purpose ; and they concluded there was no hope for him. Ho 
asked them if he should leave off his drink ; but they said, " By no means, 
but rather increase it, because your strength is declining.** He was no 
better ; and at length, a liquid matter began to run from his swelled legs. 
One morning his attendant, while dressing his limbs, started back and ex- 
claimed, " I smell brandy 1" The old man was astonished. But the at, 
tendant said he was not quite sure, and he would call in his assistant ; and, 
on further examination, they told him it was quite strong-~olear brandy, 
" What is this !" said the old man ; •< I had heard a great deal said about 
brandy not mixing with the fluids ; but I had no idea that I had been drinking 
brandy these many years to run out through my legs. Ill drink no more. 91 
He laid it aside, and in three days he was up, and soon gained his strength. 
He took a journey of 25 miles, to visit a relative who was president of a 
temperance society, told him that as he had before set up himself as a 
living witness against the temperance principle, he was now a living wit- 
ness in Ob favor, and joined the society. 

I have referred to the visits of Mr. Baird. Those visits must be repeated. 
This friend of temperance and religion has acquired an influence by the 
direct interposition of Divine Providence, which I venture to say no other 
man living possesses. Here are some pious men, who feel their hearts en* 
eouraged, and their hands held up by such visits. They stand almost 
alone. You must send these visits to encourage them on, lest they should 
sink under the weight. 

He thought, where there was suoh an opening for doing good on a large 
scale, there ought not to be lacking the necessary funds. The Swedish 
Temperance Society had adopted the principle of requiring every member 
to pay a dollar a year, or 9 13 at once ; and perhaps we might be stimulated 
by their example, and thus our influence upon them be reflected back upon 
ourselves. 

Wherever this cause prospers, there are morality and religion. We look 
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upon the field, for the purpose of sowing the good teed ; but it is a stagnant 
marsh, and if wo put in the seed, it it in danger of rotting* This society 
digs a trench along the field, it drains off the fearful, desolating element, 
and then the seed sown produces its legitimate fruit. 

The Secretary said he was happy to state that the Rot. Mr. Baird was in 
the house, and hoped we should bo permitted once more to hear his voice. 

Mr. Baikd rose, under the influence of considerable emotion, and said, he 
should not have consented to say one word, if it were not that he had a duty 
to discharge, which he probably should have no other opportunity of doing. 
He would therefore with pleasure improve the present season by expressing 
to the friends of Temperance in the United States, the interest which the 
peasantry of Sweden feel, and the thanks which they have commanded me 
to express to them for the benefit which they have received, through their 
influence, from the temperance cause. 

The progress of Temperance in Europe is only in its infancy. Things 
eannot make progress so rapidly there as here. Mr. B. made some interest, 
iog statements respecting Russia. — from which it appears that the consump- 
tion of ardent spirits is so enormous, connected with the government revenue, 
as to be attacked with great difficulty. However, the Emperor has counte- 
nanced the publication of the Temperance History, and hopes are enter, 
tained that this course will ultimately triumph there. 

He had conversed with seven kings, and most of the ministers of state. 
They were interested in the subject, and especially in the legislation which 
had taken place in this country, and which he hoped might have a good 
effect, if carried out, as it ought to be, upon the European governments. 

The Chairman introduced Rev. Mr. Bingham, of the Sandwich Island 
Mission, who made a statement of the progress of Tempcranee there, and 
the obstacles thrown in its way by the visit of the French frigate. 

Mr. Bingham gave an account of the early efforts for suppressing 
intemperance at the Sandwich Islands. The distilleries were all suppressed 
except those belonging to the king. He was petitioned to suspend them 
also, and to prevent the importation and sale of spirits from abroad. This 
was opposed by the foreign residents. They desired one or two grog shops, 
well regulated grog shops ! ! The influence over the king was successful. 
He passed a law prohibiting the manufacture or importation of ardent 
spirits. A fine of $1,000 was imposed on any ship that should import it. 
The effect was most salutary. This they thought was a triumph. They 
think so still. But, alas ! a foreign and a powerful government, against 
argument and against remonstrance, enforced upon them, at the cannon's 
mouth, the introduction of French wine and brandy. 

Tho consequences following this outrage of the French government have 
been disastrous to the sobriety and morals of the Sandwich Islands. The 
fires of intemperance which had been extinguished, are again enkindled in 
part. If France may introduce her brandy, America claims the right to 
furnish her whisky, and England her West India Rum ! But there is still 
much of hope. The principles of Temperance have been promulgated and 
established among a large part of the population. Mr. Bingham alluded to 

s 
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the effect of example from British and American Men.of.War, visiting the 
Islands, on board of which daily rations of spirits are furnished the crew in 
the presence of the inhabitants of the Islands, as very destructive. He said 
the people of the Islands see the spirit rations given oat on board these ships. 
They say the President of the United States is a wise and good man, and 
how is it that he furnishes spirituous liquor. 

After Mr. Bingham had sat down, Mr. John Tatpan, of Boston, offered 
the following resolution :— 

Resolved, That the poor unfortunate drunkard hat claims to our deepest 
sympathy, and that the sudden reformation and deliverance from their 
chains of bondage of some thousands of this class in our land, shows that 
the Lord is very pitiful and of great mercy, and is a token that he designs 
the entire deliverance of our land from the evils of intemperance. 

The resolution, he said, contemplates the pitiful condition of the drunkard, 
and we need not be told how pitiful that is, nor whom it concerns. We are 
accustomed to think of them as ragged, miserable men ; but he had lived long 
enough to know that it concerns every individual ; and he feared there was 
not one within the sound of his voice but had lost some friend by it. To his 
knowledge, three of the first families in the land had each a son and brother 
in the Insane Hospital, from this cause. They demand our deepest sympa- 
thies. There is a class of them who demand it in a very high degree — 
those who are just bursting the shackles of their degradation. Their fami- 
lies have suffered in silence in the depths of poverty. They hear of these 
meetings, want to attend the meetings, but have not the garments. In 
Boston, last week, a woman called on him and said she wanted to open her 
house to receive cast-off clothing, and make it up for them, and she thought 
there ought to be one in every ward. He urged very strongly the necessity 
of giving them a little pecuniary aid now, to encourage them*, in this effort 
at the present time. 

Mr. John Hawkins of Baltimore, a reformed inebriate, then took the 
stand, and spoke with much feeling and solemnity of the practicability and 
possibility of the reformation and salvation of every drunkard ; of himself as 
a brand plucked from the burning, and of his earnest desire to save 9wery 
one who was such, from the degradation and misery to which he had been 
reduced. 

The meeting was closed with singing the doxology, and with a deep 
sympathy for the thousands deceived and ruined by intoxicating liquors. 
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REPORT 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 



Never before have the Committee come up to the Anniversary 
of the Temperance Union, with such cause for gratitude and praise. 
The mighty Ruler of the Universe, who will overturn and overturn 
and overturn, until every knee shall bow, seems to have taken the en- 
terprise in which we are engaged into his own hands, and to have 
given it an impulse in the past year, wholly unlooked for by its 
warmest advocates. We are nothing. Human thought stretched 
not to what has been accomplished. Human action would have 
been stamped as folly, had it labored to do it. God devised, and 
God has executed. We look up and adore. 

Three special interpositions of divine providence, during the 
past year for the cause of temperance, demand the earliest notice* 

The first, in the continued and wonderful change, which had com- 
menced at our last anniversary, in the people of Ireland, and in its re- 
cent extension over the Irish in our own land. From many pecu- 
liarities, they seemed to be inaccessible to our ordinary instrumen- 
talities. Faith staggered as she heard of the tumultuous waves of 
the people rushing onward, and of thousands on thousands, uncover- 
ed but by the canopy of heaven, taking the pledge. But it is now 
no longer matter of doubt. Ireland is sober. Near five millions 
of her population have abandoned the use of all intoxicating drinks. 
Her prisons are nearly empty. Her cities are quiet. Her distil- 
leries are converted into manufactories and oat mills. Her fain 
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are without a drunkard. Her families are being clothed. Her 
children will soon have bread enough and to spare. 

Hope cast a bright look at the son of Erin in America. She 
saw him in bondage. She knew that he loved his chain, for it 
was the badge of friendship. But she remembered the sympathies 
of the Irish heart, and she has not been disappointed. During the 
past winter, through the length and breadth of the land, in most of our 
cities, on our rail roads and canals, wherever, in a word, the poor 
emigrant has found a resting place, there a pledge has been taken 
by hundreds and thousands, rescuing them at once from the dram- 
shop and the social glass, saving from waste their hard earnings, 
and, from an early sacrifice, their health and lives. That this work, 
either in Ireland or America, has been all that it should be, or all 
that it is said to be, or unaccompanied with improper influences, 
or that it will be there or here lasting, the committee pretend not 
to say. But enough has been done to fill the heart of every 
philanthropist and patriot with joy. And in it all, we are nothing. 
Father Mathew is nothing. God has done it, and to him be the 
praise.* 

The second interposition of divine providence during the year, 
had relation to the successful tour of our countryman, the Rev. 
Robert Baird, in the north of Europe. None but He who has the 
hearts of kings in his hand, could have secured such a reception as 
this beloved brother met from the king of Sweden, his nobles, his 
clergy, his diet, and more especially permission from the emperor of 
the Russias to print and circulate the history off the Temperance 
Reformation to any extent, among his sixty millions of subjects. 

The third interposition of divine providence has been in a move- 
ment among a peculiar portion of our own population — the de- 
basedly drunken — effecting, to a wonderful extent, their own re- 
formation. 

In the commencement of the Temperance reform, there was but 
little expectation of saving the poor unfortunate drunkard. It was 
generally supposed that his case was hopeless 5 and the great ob- 
ject was to save sober men, and especially the rising generation, 
from drunkenness, by inducing them to abstain from all its causes. 
Yet the powerful onset made upon intemperance, arrested the at- 
tention of multitudes of this class, and kindled up the hopes of 

* Appendix A. t Appendix B. 
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their friends; and in 1885, the Secretary of the American Temper- 
ance Society reported, as the affect of the work, the reformation of 
12,000 drunkards. But there was no associated action among 
-themselves for countenance and support ; their reform was based on 
the ardent spirit pledge, they cdntiriued iri the use of cider and other 
fermented drinks, and went back by scores to destruction 5 yet many 
were permanently saved, and became consistent members of 
Christian churches. In England, this bold and active class early 
attracted the regard, and received the sympathies of the temper- 
ance public. As they reformed, they at once became the princi- 
pal public speakers. Their speeches were reported and were read 
in this country with great interest. They formed a considerable 
part of the ninth report of the American Temperance Society. 
And as these reformed men were based from the first on the total ab- 
stinence pledge, there have been but few relapses 5 the work has 
gone on, and it is now estimated that 35,000 drunkards have been 
reclaimed of whom 5,600 have united with Christian churches. 
In Ireland, by another and peculiar influence they have been re- 
formed almost without number; and a gentleman who has recently 
traveled through the most reformed districts, has informed the 
committee that, best of all, they keep the pledge. 

But alas ! in our own country, the mother of the temperance re- 
formation, the poor drunkard has, of late, been almost forgotten. In 
none of the reports of the Union or of the State societies for the 
last three years, has there been one bright spot for him. 500,000 in 
number, the main support of the taverns and dramshops licensed 
for the public good, they have been left to sink unlamented into the 
drunkard's grave. But God has been better to them than others. What 
do our eyes witness 1 In the city of Baltimore, without any special 
agency excepting their action one upon another, more than a thou- 
sand reformed drunkards stand upon their feet and walk forth *rect 
in the conscious dignity of freemen. Several of these individuals, 
long deceived, robbed, beaten, tormented, suffering the horrors 
of the pit, now plucked from the burning, joyful in their de- 
liverance, affected to tears at what they have been and where they 
have been, yet willing to acknowledge all and confess all, and desir- 
ous of raising every inebriate from degradation and ruin, have visited 
sister cities, and by telling to crowded houses their simple tale, have 
waked up this great community to the practicability and possi- 
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bility of the drunkard's reform, and arrested many a miserable man 
who was abandoned by his friends to hopeless ruin. Already in 
New York, more than 400, and in Boston more than 550, have sign* 
ed the pledge of total abstinence. Similar simultaneous and. 
wholly unconnected movements have been reported to the com- 
mittee from Buffalo, Augusta,Me., and other places. And in the Irish 
movement, several hundreds of drunkards in our large cities and 
in other places, though not recognized as such with much publicity, 
have become sober men. It is not perhaps too much to say, that 
in the United States, in the last six months, 15,000 drunkards have 
ceased using all intoxicating drinks. The physiologist has been 
confounded, the caviller silenced, the fearful shamed, the distiller 
and the vender struck dumb, and a tide of unlooked for blessings 
has been poured into the bosoms of many miserable families. The 
committee believe it is a token that God intends to complete our 
enterprise and save our land from the curse of intemperance. They 
look anxiously for the advance of the work. Thousands of families, 
still afflicted with drunken inmates, are looking anxiously for it. 
And hosts of men, who see nothing before them but certain destruc- 
tion, are waiting around this new pool of Bethesda, now that the 
waters are troubled, that they may be healed. The committee 
commend this movement to the active co-operation, and the prayers 
of every friend of humanity. They commend it to the solemn 
consideration of every manufacturer and vender of intoxicating 
drinks, and ask them whether they can longer carry on a business 
which has bound these thousands in the most degrading wretched- 
ness, and which, if prospered as many desire, would again drag them 
back from the liberty with which God has made them free. They 
commend it to our legislators, who, for the public good, are licensing 
men to do that which has been the ruin of all these men, and 
which, if continued, will be the ruin of thousands on thousands in 
all coming generations. They plead with men of every class for 
poor unfortunate drunkards : believing that now, by suitable efforts, 
they may be saved by hundreds and thousands from temporal and 
eternal ruin.* 

Besides these extraordinary interpositions of divine providence 
for the advance of the cause of temperance, the committee ac- 
knowledge with gratitude the blessing of God, during the year, 

* Appendix C. 
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upon all their ordinary labors, and the labors of the various State 
and local societies throughout the country. 

Through the divine goodness, death has not been suffered to in- 
vade their number or td make any breach upon the officers of the 
American Temperance Union. But the committee state with re- 
gret the retirement of E. C. Delavan Esq., from the station to which 
the National Temperance Convention at Saratoga Springs called 
him as Chairman of the committee, and which office he -filled for 
five years with great credit to himself and usefulness to his country 
and race.* * 

The committee have labored for a faithful discharge of the du- 
ties incumbent on them. They have endeavored to make them- 
selves fully acquainted with the state of the temperance cause at 
home and abroad ; with the action and power of the great destroy- 
er ; with every obstacle to the temperance reformation ; with 
the laws of nature and revelation relating to the use of alcoholic 
drinks ; with the views of wise and good men in this and other 
lands on the subject of temperance ; and, as they have gained light, 
have labored to form and sustain a correct public sentiment, and 
to animate and press forward every part of the host arrayed against 
the deadly evil. Besides maintaining an extensive correspond- 
ence, the committee were able to put into circulation in the year 
ending the 31st December last, 105,000 Journals, 200,000 Juvenile 
Temperance Advocates, 3000 copies of their last report, 24«,000 
tracts, handbills and almanacs, 26,000 extras of the New York 
Observer and Evangelist with extracts from Anti-Bacchus, and 
75,000 of the Beer trials. This and the support of the office and 
agencies was at an expense of $10,347 39, absorbing nearly all 
their income from sales and donations and what remained to them 
of the $10,000 donation of Mr. Delavan. That generous gift, 
made four years since to the Union, has now all been expended, 
to the satisfaction, it is believed, of the generous donor, and the com- 
mittee must now look to other friends for support. With the sum of 
$3000, besides the income from their publications, they can go on, 
and exert perhaps a more salutary influence over the country and the 
world than can possibly be exerted by so small a sum in any oth- 
er way. Confident that it would be provided, they have associ-. 
ated with them a highly respectable committee of publication from 
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various denominations of Christians, and only wait for the means 
to publish a temperance library, tracts and handbills, which shall 
be like the leaves of the tree which are "for the healing of the na- 
tions." 

The committee believe that the Union is gaining more and more 
the confidence of the American public. The simplicity of its de- 
sign, and its capabilities of extending its influence over the whole 
country without engaging in more than it can perform, impress 
every beholder. They find the press saying, without any solici- 
tation on their part — 

" The Union is just the kind of national organization that is 
needed. Composed of a fair representation from the several states, 
it concentrates the combined wisdom of the country, and at the 
same time leaves the state organizations to carry forward the work 
within their own limits in their own way. This is as it should be. 
There is no one of our national institutions which is more justly 
entitled to a generous support, or which promises greater results in 
proportion to the means employed."* 

The duties of Corresponding Secretary and Editor are too numer- 
ous for one individual to perform. An assistant Secretary is greatly 
needed, of commanding influence, who shall visit the Legislatures 
and ecclesiastical bodies of the States, attend the anniversaries of the 
State societies, keep up their action, and solicit from individuals do- 
nations for the general purposes of the Union. Such an officer, it 
is believed, would be of eminent service. 

From several of the States the committee have received most 
cheering reports of temperance action ; particularly from Maine, 
Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Illinois, and 
Missouri. In Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
\Delaware, Ohio, Kentucky, and Michigan, there have been whole- 
some and valuable movements, but in some of the States the friends 
of the cause have sunk into a surprising and fetal apathy. Even an 
abstract of each report received is more than the committee can 
give.f They can only collect and present some of the main facts, 
and remark upon some general principles and actions. 

TEMPERANCE ORGANIZATIONS AND PLEDGES. 

The number of active and efficient temperance societies and 
* Appendix £. t Appendix F. 
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pkdgsd members in each of the states, auxiliary to the State socie- 
ties, it is impossible to estimate. Almost the only pledge that is 
now in circulation is a pledge of total abstinence from the manu- 
facture, sale and use of all intoxicating drinks, as a beverage. If 
there are societies in which it is not adopted, it is not so much 
from want of conviction of its propriety as from apathy and in- 
difference to the great object to be effected, there being now none 
so uninformed and weak as to suppose that, in character, there is 
any difference in drinks that intoxicate. The committee are hap- 
py to state that the pledge which, at one time seemed to be aban- 
doned as having accomplished its work, has again been restored, 
and is now extensively circulated in temperance meetings for gen- 
neral signature. In the city of New York more than 16,000 
pledges have been taken during the year. In Philadelphia more 
than 4000 during the lectures of Mr Hunt, in four months. By 
the missionaries of the Am. Home Miss. Society, 65,000 have been 
taken in the new settlements. In like manner the action has been 
good in other parts of the country. 

OF THE PRESS AND TEMPERANCE LECTURERS. 

In Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts, New York, Delaware, Ma- 
ryland, South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, Illinois 
and Missouri valuable temperance papers have been sustained, while 
almost every religious paper and several political journals have in- 
serted in their columns an unusual amount of temperance intelli- 
gence. And it is a subject of congratulation that all the temper- 
ance journals perfectly harmonize with each other and with the 
publications of the Union. No difference of views exists on a sin- 
gle point. All are a well disciplined corps, wasting no strength 
upon indifferent subjects, or in the destruction of rival institutions, 
but bringing their whole force upon the too long triumphant foe. 

In several of the states public lecturers have been employed 
through most of the year by the state organizations, and in several 
of our large cities the clergy have volunteered in a series of tem- 
perance sermons on successive Sabbath evenings, which have been 
well received and have been influential in causing the churches to 
understand and feel the close connection between the progress of re- 
ligion and the progress of temperance, and their great responsibili- 
ties in relation to this moral enterprise. 
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A "smaller number than usual of original works on the subject 
of temperance, have appeared from the American press ; but two 
valuable works, Bacchus and Anti-Bacchus, have been reprinted 
from the English, which, if not perfectly unexceptionable in all 
their positions and criticisms, are valuable repositories of science and 
fact, of powerful reasoning and graphic illustration, and are ac- 
complishing an important change in the public sentiment relating 
to the Divine sanction and approbation of the use of intoxicating 
drinks. 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION. 

Since the repeal of the fifteen gallon law of Massachusetts, and 
the high political excitement in relation to it, there has been in 
none of the States much attempt at legislative action. Political, 
men in power have been unwilling to risk it, and hence temper- 
ance men have been less forward to ask it. In the Legislature of 
New York a committee have reported in favor of referring the 
question of license to an expression of the popular voice in each 
of the towns and wards of the cities, but no action has been had 
upon the report. In Rhode Island the Legislature have raised the 
price of license to 50 dollars, and forbidden the sale of liquor in 
taverns on the Sabbath. In Pennsylvania an act has been passed 
requiring the applicants for license to publish their petition and 
the names of those who recommend them, six weeks in the county 
papers, thus rendering it more difficult than before to procure a 
license. The laws of Tennessee and Mississippi remain as they 
were, and the people are satisfied with them. Their influence is 
salutary for temperance. 

From the success of the enemy in bringing evil upon us in our 
attempts at legislation, there has been in the minds of the commu- 
nity an increased prejudice against it. Had there never been any 
legislation at all, the subject would stand differently from what 
it.now does. But legislation has been had. Laws relating to the 
traffic in spirituous liquors, stand on the statute book of every state 
in the Union, and are extensively found to be in the way of the 
temperance reform. They license, sanction, and make legally 
right the traffic; and, as free citizens of the states, the friends of tem- 
perance ask, and they have a right to ask, yea it is their duty to ask 
that such a support of the traffic be abandoned. The object of 
legislation is to protect the rights of the people ; to guard them 
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against heavy burdens and remove grievous evils. Every peni- 
tentiary, every alms house, every mad house shews that the free 
and promiscuous traffic is the greatest curse to the country. An 
immense number of individuals throughout the land, not less than 
500,000, .with their families and dependants are reduced by it 
to the lowest degradation and suffering, and the friends of 
temperance have no right to hold their peace until the cause of 
these evils is removed. On this subject the committee entirely ac- 
cord with the following sentiments of the Hon. Theodore Lyman, 
late mayor of the city of Boston. 

If there can be no doubt of this degradation of the man who would 
otherwise have been respectable, and prosperous, and perhaps eminent, 
but instead of being thus, is degraded, then it becomes us to look about 
us and see what has been the cause of it. Why is it ? who has done 
it ? the person who administers, or society which permits it ? Society 
is interested to look into it, and to remove the cause. It is a duty 
both to God and man. 

I have alluded to the case of the unhappy, unfortunate man. "What 
now is the condition of the wife and mother? How many wives of 
such men are obliged to toil hard and late for the support of a fam- 
ily—to suffer reproach, rebuke, self denial, and domestic weariness and 
want ! And how many children are left to grow up in poverty and suf- 
fering — how many become burdens to society, or thieves to prey upon 
community ! Accountability rests somewhere. Somebody must an- 
swer for all this ; and so long as there is responsibility, society must 
try the experiment of a removal, and not faint until it is accomplished. 

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. 

During the year there has been, in several of the States, an in- 
creasing disposition for a popular vote on the license question. The 
experiments in Illinois have been found to be favorable. In Con- 
necticut also the reference of the subject to the people has elicit- 
ed in town meetings, much important discussion and an amount 
of statistical information to which most of the inhabitants were 
strangers, and which has been not a little appalling. " They "were," 
say several reports, u the best temperance meetings we ever had. 
Many came to them who never attended the regular temperance 
meetings in their lives, and became converts to the cause." Seve- 
ral towns in that State, by a large vote, have withheld all licenses. 
In Lowell, Mass., the question was submitted in March, to the whole 
people, " Shall the Mayor and Aldermen be instructed to grant 
no licenses for the sale of intoxicating drinks during the ensuing 
municipal year 1" The vote was 830 yea, and 365 nay. More 
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recently, memorials, numerously signed: by highly respectable 
citizens of Boston have been presented to the Mayor and Alder- 
men of that city, asking for a popular vote on the same question. 
In» Cincinnati more than 3000 men, in the practical business walks 
of life, men who labor hard to procure the means of supporting, 
their families and who cannot well bear any unnecessary burdens 
of taxation, have petitioned the City Councils to abolish all licenses 
to sell intoxicating drinks, and thus forever close the manufactories 
of criminals anjd paupers : and though repulsed, they are not hush- 
ed, but will come up again like the importunate widow ; yea, 
will stand up as freemen, and demand it as a right that they be 
delivered from these public burdens. It is confidently believed, 
that in very many parts of our country a large majority are now 
submitting 4o a minority on the subject ; and that, could it be 
fairly discussed before the people and a free vote be taken, sepa- 
srate, as it cannot be in legislative bodies, from political considera- 
bions, a decision would be extensively gained against the legal 
aanction of any house for the sale of intoxicating drinks. Such a 
business must sooner or fater be acknowledged by public sentiment 
and every statute book to be piracy on the best interests of man. 
God will hasten it by one of those unexpected and mighty move- 
ments for which this age is so signal. 

ECCLESIASTICAL ACTION. 

The Committee have been gratified during the past, as in former 
years, with many spirited resolves of ecclesiastical bodies in favor 
of temperance.* These strengthen and animate them in their 
course. These they place in their archives, as witnesses to pos- 
terity that their course was approved by those who, in this age, 
held up the ark. They are gratified to find the number of 
churches increasing which will admit no man to the communion 
table who manufactures, sells, and uses intoxicating drinks as a 
beverage ; and that there is a growing disposition to avoid, in 
the ordinances of God's house, all those vile compounds which are 
sold in the shops as wine, and to procure, as far as possible, the 
fruit of the vine, free from those inflaming and maddening proper- 
ties which drown men in destruction and perdition.f But they are 
grieved to hear of numerous rum-sellers yet nestling quietly 
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in the churches, and astonished that ministers are to beibiind who 
consider the subject of temperance unfit for the pulpit, and who 
look upon the whole temperance effort as unnecessary and even 
an intrusion upon the work of the Gospel. Let them dose their 
pulpits; let them cry, The Temple of the bord! The Church! 
The Church ! Let the distiller and the vender sit unrebuked under 
their ministry ; the work will roll on ; drunkards will be reformed ; 
the benevolent heart of the Redeemer will be gratified; and if' he 
spares them from the thunder-bolt of his wrath, and does not send 
leanness into their souls, and " spew" them out of his mouth, it will 
be because this is the day of his patience and forbearance, and not 
of righteous retribution. 

PATRONAGE IN HIGH PLACES. 

By the rulers of the land, by the Governors of States, by national 
and state Legislators patronage is not yet fully bestowed where we 
believe every consideration of affection to their beloved country 
would direct. Men highly talented, greatly beloved, and show- 
ing in quiet domestic life every virtue, seem not to be able to with- 
stand the powerful influence of evil custom abroad, and when most 
honored by public elevation, often most dishonor themselves ; lead- 
ing at the same time the youth of the country in the paths of ruin. 
The army of the nation is reaping in every department the benefit 
of the removal of the spirit ration.* But the Navy, the Committee 
and it is believed thousands of patriots say with grief, is still the 
patron of Intemperance. In many of our ships of war there has 
been a most commendable relinquishment by officers and parts of 
crews of the spirit ration, but, as a whole, more spirit is consumed 
in the American navy than in any of its size on the globe. Foreign 
nations who hear of the temperance of our country, are confound- 
ed at it. The poor Islander of the sea, struggling to burst from his 
degrading bondage to strong drink, looks at it with amazement, and 
says, " The President of the United States knows what is good, can 
I be mistaken 1 Shame to America, if she does not blot this foul 
stain from her escutcheon !" 

EVIL , PARTICIPATION. 

The Committee cannot withold an expression of their amaze- 
ment, not to say indignation, at the extent to which the friends of 
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temperance patronize rum-selling taverns and stores. A temper- 
ance house is often sustained with difficulty even in a temperance 
community 5 the friends of the cause showing it to be a matter of 
indifference whether they go there or to one that has a bar ; 
and stores which are little else than dram shops receive, in a mul- 
titude of cases, equal patronage with those, which are conducted on 
strict temperance principles. These things ought not so to be. 
This traffic is the greatest scourge of the human family, and the 
venders know it. They could carry on no other business doing 
half the mischief in society that this does. Public indignation 
would render it impossible. But the absence of public indigna- 
tion and the patronage and friendship of men who say they see the 
extent of the evil, keeps them quiet. Their consciences condemn 
them. The love of money draws them onward. ' I know,' said 
a merchant in St. Louis, 'you have all the truth and all the argu- 
ment on your side, but I must make money.' But would temper- 
ance families everywhere withdraw themselves from them, never be 
seen, if possible, where there is a tavern bar ; never trade with a 
man who will scatter this desolating poison through society, it is 
confidently believed that a great change would speedily take 
place throughout the community. The friends of temperance 
would injure no man in his business. But they have a right to 
protect themselves and the community from injury. Yea, it is 
their duty to do it, and to show their decided disapprobation of all 
evil by their practice, as well as to feel it in their hearts. 

Drunkenness cannot be continued in our world without the aid of 
sober men. Sober men must make the laws which license the traffic. 
Sober men must be the venders ; sober men must be the importers and 
distillers, and sober men must furnish the capital for importation 
. and the materials for distillation. The farmers of our country 
stand at the fountain head of this tremendous evil, and to them, 
standing there, the committee would make a solemn appeal. 

Farmers, next to the great Author of all good, you stand as the 
almoners of the world. You bring food out of the earth. As you 
pour it forth from your granaries, the eye blesses you. " The ox 
knoweth his owner ; the a3s his master's crib 5" the widow's heart, 
as she receives sustenance for herself and her babes, sings for joy. 
For a momentary gain, you can become a curse and not a blessing. 
You can convert the grain and the fruit, which the earth pours into 
your lap, into a poison which shall turn trie husband and father 
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into * brute and lend, beggar families, excite men to the eoti* 
mission of ferocious crime and ruin souls. But will you do it 1 
You can feed the distilleries with your surplus productions ; yot 
can keep up those fires which burn up the body and burn 
the soul, and plead that, as you throw your productions into the 
public market, you are not responsible for any of these effects. But 
will this satisfy conscience 1 Will this satisfy the suffering commu* 
nity 1 Will this satisfy the Searcher of all hearts, when be shall 
make inquisition for blood % To those of you, who look simply at 
loss and gain, we would put a question — Will not every drunkard you 
make, hold a mortgage on your form for his support 1 Will not every 
criminal, excited by you to acts of violence, lay upon you. .for 
his trial, imprisonment and punishment a heavy assessment 1 Does 
not every poor house, jail and hospital bring sweat froth 
the brow of every industrious farmer and mechanic in the 
land 1 And have you a right for personal gain thus heavily to tat 
your fellow citizens 1 May there not also be an assessment of an- 
other character which you may not be willing to bearl If yo6 
manufacture a poison or furnish the material for this manufacture 
may not a righteous God visit you in judgment by calling you to 
follow a son to a drunkard's grave, or perhaps cause you to ftU 
into a pit which you yourselves have digged] Would it not 
fee better that God should send the mildew to blast your crops, f&M 
insect to destroy your wheat, the frost to blight your com, the 
caterpillar to waste your fruit ; better, far better that God should 
stretch you on a bed of sickness, and that your farm should lay 
waste, your fruit rot in the field, and your children become pen- 
sioners on the bounty of others 1* 

SIMULTANEOUS MEETINGS. 

The annual gathering of the friends of temperance, for mutual 
consultation, thanksgiving and prayer, on the fourth Tuesday of 
February, was greater and more animating this year than for §eve> 
ral past seasons. It is hoped it will soon be a general concert, on 
which Heaven will smile; — reaching from sea to sea, "from 
the river to the ends of the earth." 

RESULTS AND PROSPECTS. 

The Committee believe that the temperance cause has a con- 
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stantly increasing claim upon the attention, gratitude and support 
of all classes of our fellow citizens, and that its prospects of ultimate 
success are daily growing brighter and brighter. 

Foreigners ask for statistics to show the benefits of temperance. 
Our testimonials are negative rather than positive. The statistics 
of Intemperance are abroad in the land.* Every one sees them in 
the poor house, the jail, the hospital, the open street But no one 
sees the 100,000 men who now would have been drunkards, but 
for this good cause ; no one notices the strong and the vigorous who 
would have been years ago tenants of the grave ; no one can 
point out the happy families who would have been cursed with 
a drunken father, or with a son bringing a parent's grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave ; — no one can tell the increased labor, wealth, 
power, and moral virtue of the nation, or the greater purity and 
holiness of the churches. Temperance is willing that her work 
should be concealed and her name unknown, if the day may but 
come when the horrid statistics of intemperance can be reported 
no more. 

Still the marks of progress and the blessedness of results 
are so full and cheering, that they cannot be hid. And where 
there is no direct evidence of advance, your Committee are con- 
fident it is not because there is no sincere desire for it, but 
because no efficient influence is brought to bear upon the evil. 
In such places there may often be found a large church, a learned 
ministry, men standing high in political life, wealth enough to sus- 
tain any moral enterprise, and a general disposition to educate the 
rising generation for usefulness and happiness in the world, and yet 
nothing is done to suppress or prevent intemperance. None but a 
few individuals, reputed as irregular and unsafe guides, have there 
signed the total abstinence pledge ; few feel any personal obligation 
resting upon them to sign it $ few look upon the traffic as derogatory 
to moral or Christian character, and the temperance enterprise is 
suffered to hold none other than a low place among the benevolent 
enterprises of the day. Here the demon triumphs. Here, here 
are the sighs of the drunkard's wife and the tears of his famished 
babes. Here is Sabbath breaking and swearing ; and here blood 
toucheth- blood. The distiller and the vender roll in wealth, but 
the poor house and jail are full of degraded and lost beings. And 
on whom rests the fearful responsibility 1 
•Appendix L. 
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In relation to the great fountains of intemperance the Com- 
mittee are aware of the vast amount of capital invested, and the 
power of appetite which demands* indulgence ; but they see also 
a daily diminution. By the returns of the census of 1840 we learn, 
there are, in the United States, 9,657 distilleries, producing 
36,343,236 gallons of ardent spirit. But 16 years ago, it was esti- 
mated there were 40,000 distilleries, producing 72 million gallons. 
In Pennsylvania, where there are now but 707, there were 5000. 
In New York, where are but 219, were 1,200. Then we had 
12 millions of people, each of whom could be furnished with 6 gal* 
Ions a-year ; now 17 millions, to each of whom the distiller can giv# 
but two. Several distilleries have been abandoned as unprofitable ; 
others, through the power of conscience, which will not suffer man 
knowingly to consume his fellow man. • And conscience is still 
doing its work. Says the last report of the Illinois State Society, 

We know of one which is said to have been a perfect machinery 
of its kind, and yielded the proprietor, as he informed us, a very large 
net profit a day. He suddenly became convinced that his distillery 
was scattering death and destruction through the land ! In reflecting 
on it during a sleepless night, he came to the conclusion that he must 
stop it or lose his soul. Before the day dawned he took his resolution. 
"1 will be faithful to my conscience and my God whatever becomes 
of my distillery." Accordingly he arose early in the morning, went to 
the distillery, and calling his foreman, " John," said he, " come here. 
Put out these fires." John looked up, at this unusual order, in doubt 

whether he understood it. "What do you mean Mr. S ?" "I 

mean to have you put out the fires of the distillery. There shall no 
more whisky be made here." A little while after, Mr. S. visited the 
mill, and discovered that John was grinding grain for a neighboring 
distillery. " I will have no more of this, John ; stop it ! stop it !'' said 
he. " Indeed, ( believe you will have me do nothing after a while, 
Mr. S., said the man.—" No, NOTHING towards making whisky.* 1 
Application was made to him, either to hire or buy his establishment, 
to carry on the business.— "No" said Mr. S., " I will rent or sell 
it for a church or any useful purpose, but not for a distillery/* 

In 1825, there were in operation in the State of New York 29 
breweries. Ten years after the number was 99. The official 
returns do not show the quantity of beer made. In 1840, the 
number was decreased to 86, with the yearly manufacture of 
6,471,122 gallons. For the last four years there has been a con- 
stant decrease in the demand for this destructive article. 
Never, perhaps, have facts which nearly concerned human health 
and the lawful pleasures of appetite been sought after with more 
avidity, than those connected with the prosecution of Mr. Delavan 
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by the brewers of Albany. A circulation of 75,000 copies, of 
the report of the trial, besides the issues from the newspaper 
press, have not yet satisfied the- community. Should a fair exposi 
of the drug system follow,the manufacture of beer would probably 
soon come to its proper termination.* 

The cider-mill has vanished from the premises of almost every 
reputable New England farmer, and the choicest wines are, by 
thousands and tens of thousands who once delighted in them, now 
classed with the "drink of the drunkard.' 1 The traffic is immense, 
but it is not where it once was. Hundreds and thousands who once? 
sold intoxicating liquors without the least emotion, would now 
sooner cut off a hand than be a partaker in these murderous gains. 
Many of our finest steamers at the east and the west have closed their, 
bars. The temperance tavern is rising up fair and beautiful with its 
fountains of pure cold water in city and country, and meeting with 3 
good support.* The Marlboro' House in Boston, the Tremont in 
New York, the Worcester, the Albany, the Hartford Hotels, which 
are disgraced with nothing which intoxicate, are delightful visit- 
ing places to the weary traveler. The West is purifying herself 
from the evil under which the East has so long groaned. Says the 
Illinois report : "A man may now travel from St. Louis to Chicago 
through the heart of the State, and without inconvenience to himself, 
not be compelled to put up at a rum-selling house on the road. A 
clergyman in September last, traveled with his family from Alton 
tQ Michigan, and, said he, " during the whole distance, going and 
coming from the Michigan line to Alton, I did not find myself in more 
than one or two public houses where intoxicating liquor was visible.'* 

The drinking usages of 1826, where are they now 1 Usages 
among farmers and mechanics, usages among ministers and ecclesi- 
astical bodies, usages in social parties, on the new year, the na- 
tion's birthday, and even at political meetings 1 Every year sees 
their decrease. 

The police courts tell of what we are doing. The number of 
drunkards brought before the police courts of Philadelphia in Janu- 
ary and February, 1840, was 69. In the same months in 1841,. 
28. The riots and fights were diminished in the same proportion* 
In four days in succession not one drunkard was brought before 
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the mayo?;, sixteen and twenty a day toned th* usual comply 
ment two years ago. Doctor Kane, the police justice, said a few 
weeks since, that nine-tenths of all the crime in the city of Albany 
ha? been occasioned by the use of intoxicating drinks — that the 
criminal business for the last three or four months has fallen off full 
six-eighths^ compared with corresponding months of last year, and 
that temperance societies are the sole cause of this happy change, 
§ays a late National Intelligencer, there has been a great diminu- 
tion of crime in the city of Washington, in consequence of the 
progress of temperance. 

In New York, in 1826, with a population of about 182,000 
souls, the whole number of indictments tried before the court of 
General Sessions was 652; in 1839, with a population of about 
325,000 souls, the number of indictments was reduced to 389-* 
thus exhibiting a decrease of more than seventy-five per cent. 
But as yet, we have not seen the full operation of temperance in 
our Irish population. These, we hope, have bid a final farewell to 
the police office, the penitentiary and almshouse. 

The license law continues; but, like the poor cast off gods of the 
heathen, no one pleads for it. And in every city and town the 
man who asks for a license will be looked at by the poor drunk- 
ard's family as seeking a commission to keep them in the dust. 
They will look up to the judge with a supplicating eye and ask, 
will you give it 1 In the city of New York there was a reduction 
of 260 in the last year. In Boston a great reduction of licenses 
2 s contemplated the coming year ; and in the city of Baltimore, 
such is the strength of the temperance cause, that it is expected but 
few will ask for one. And the committee cannot but notice it as a 
new and favorable feature of the times, that where the license law 
is supported, there is on the part of the municipal authorities a 
strong disposition to punish every violation. From the statements 
of the mayor of Cincinnati, it appears that there have been fined 
there for selling liquor without license from December 26th, to 
February 25th, in all, 118 persons. 

Total amount of fines assessed, $2,489 00 

Total of above collected and paid into city treasury, 1,433 00 
Not collected, but in process, 832 00 

The most unprincipled part of the community bear testimony 
to our progress. The theatre adveitises there shall be no spiritu- 
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ous liquor sold within its walls. The circus says, it will not have 
it upon its grounds. The man who, with his pompous advertisement 
allures our youth to his frivolous and demoralizing exhibitions, and 
caters to the vices and follies of the age, gravely assures the public 
that nothing that intoxicates shall be seen on the premises. What 
an index, of public sentiment ! 

. An increase of domestic comfort is widely visible, and the men 
who contribute to it, partake of the benefit. Many a butcher has a 
good bill at the end of the month and well paid, from a man 
who seldom bought any thing in the market. Many a baker 
finds his business from certain families nearly doubled. Many a 
tailor furnishes new and handsome suits to men who were con- 
tented with a patch to cover their nakedness. Many a shoemaker 
now puts a smile on the drunkard's boy and an additional dollar 
into his own pocket. " You have a new pair of shoes," said one to a 
little boy in Baltimore, who had not been seen with any before. 
" Yes," said he, " my father has joined the Washington Temperance 
Society." Men lie down with new security at night. The rich 
with their bars and bolts may not feel it. But the poor do. " I can 
now," said a poor washer woman, " leave out my clothes all night 
since they have joined the timperance. Before, they were alway 
a thieving.' ' 

The friends of temperance may be exposed to charges of enthu- 
siasm. It is idle, say many, to talk of changing in an hour, the habits, 
fashions, and business of men. But what do we see, but that the 
providences of God far outstrip the most extravagant calculations. 
What mind, a year ago, would have ventured to predict what has 
been accomplished % Why would it be any more surprising to 
see, in less than a year, THE WHOLE TRAFFIC ABANDON- 
ED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY than it now is to see 
drunkards by thousands forsaking their cups. All the signs of 
the times bid us look for great things. Man is contemplating 
with new interest the sins and miseries of his fellow man. 
The increasing intercourse of the nations of the earth, the facili- 
ties for diffusing knowledge, the power of the press, the dis- 
position to know and secure every thing which tends to the 
amelioration of the condition of our race, and the numerous 
religious and moral instrumentalities which now are in opera- 
tion, all insure the triumph of temperance. Ireland is a mission- 
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ary nation. Wherever an Irishman goes, he carries his medal and 
preaches temperance. England, Scotland and Wales, are filled 
with bold untiring temperance spirits. Their victories during the 
last year have surpassed all former achievements. And though 
for a season they may be depressed by a lordly and luxurious aris- 
tocracy, who drink wine in bowls and care not for the affliction of 
Joseph, yet they will cause the leaven of temperance to work 
among the laboring and reflecting population, until the nation is 
redeemed.* The King of Prussia is favorable to us. Sweden, in 
spite of her 120,000 distilleries, is with us. The Russian press is 
at our service. The Finnish press is ours. Northern and 
Southern India will furnish helpers. Sable Africa will testify to 
our good. In Texas, Mexico, South America, and the West In- 
dies, are those who will press our cause on surrounding darkness, 
Canada is second to none in the vigor and enterprise of her tem- 
perance societies.! And every missionary station on the globe is a 
stronghold of temperance. Every missionary family is a model of 
temperance ; and every missionary himself a willing and most de- 
voted agent for the spread of all the publications we put into his 
hands. Our American seamen too in great numbers are temper- 
ance heralds. Our navy carries the red flag, though we have 
officers and crews there, who will, and do preach temperance.J But 
multitudes of our merchantmen and whalers are raising the tem- 
perance banner, and spreading our principles among the nations of 
the earth. But our strong hope, under God, is in the youth of our 
land. In every part they are coming up under temperance influ- 
ences, which will secure them from the ravages of the destroyer. 
Why should we not be confident 1 Why should we not already 
shout, victory ! victory ! ! 

But amid these bright prospects there are great responsibilities. 
The American Temperance Union and the State and local So- 
cieties have before them no common work. Not to speak of foreign 
operations to which they have a loud and imperious call, they are 
acting for a population at home which, in half a century, will be 
as the sand of the sea shore. Forty years ago the State of Ohio 
contained only 45,000 inhabitants; now a million and a half. 
Illinois 215 souls; now near 500,000. Should the five Western 
States, have a population with equal density with England, they 

• Appendix O. t Appendix P. t Appendix Q. 
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trould tjontera 53 millions. And should they driiik even fas wfc 
now do, it Would require 150 million gallons of spirit Annually, to 
supply them. Let the wheels of the temperance reformation rbU 
backward, and let them drink as we have drank, and not 306 
millions would supply them, and the earth could scarce swal- 
low tip the slain. Let these wheels roll onward and it will leave 
hundreds of millions of money to be employed in public improve- 
ments in private and public education, and in sending the gospel 
to the ends of the earth.* When have men been called to more 
important labor 1 Our work is great ; but it is a work which, under 
God, can be accomplished. It is a work which every other bene- 
volent enterprise says must be accomplished. It is work whose 
abandonment would be traitorous to all the great interests 6f hu- 
manity. Our means are few, and simple. With light and love, 
we press on our way. Our cause demands associated action ; de- 
mands peace among ourselves ; demands persevering and untiring 
exertion ; demands sacrifices of time and sacrifices of property j 
demands that we go to it in the spirit of Christ, and above all, 
that it be prosecuted for the glory of Him who bought us with 
his precious blood. 

The committee would express their gratitude for all the assist- 
ance which has been afforded them, and they would express an 
unwavering confidence in the public to furnish them with the neces- 
sary pecuniary aid to go on in their work ; and above all, in 
God, to crown their labors with success. 

In compliance with the request of six State Societies, they 
have called a third National Temperance Convention to meet 
at Saratoga Springs on the 4th Tuesday of July, to review 
the past, and take counsel for the future. They hope that every 
State and important local society, will be well represented, and that 
it will be one of the most profitable and joyful convocations ever 
held for the good of man. 

The Committee cannot close their report without noticing the 
unexpected and melancholy decease of the late President of the 
United States, who on more than one occasion expressed a sym- 
pathy with us, and whose benevolent heart, we doubt not, would 
have rejoiced in the prosperity of our enterprise. Surely it bids us 
work while the day lasts, for "the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work." 

* Appendix R. 
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American Temperance Union in account with Jasper 
Corning, Treasurer. 



Dr. 



$503 00 

5266 63 

3328 64 

176 15 



Jan. 1, 1841, To Cash paid to balance, 1839, 

To Cash paid for paper and printing, .... 

To salaries, agents and expenses of office, 

To discount and bad notes, 

To Post Office, freight, porterage, stationery, advertisements, 

public meetings, wrapping paper and twine, . 
To Books, Almanacs and Tracts for sale, wood cuts, &c, 
To Custom House, . . . . . . . . 49 36 

To sundries, > 6 12 



Cr. 



486 86 
418 28 



By sales of publications, 
Sundry donations, 
Residue of Mr. Delavan's donation, 
Collected at public meetings, 



In the Treasury, 



$4846 17 

'761 20 

5000 00 

59 15 


* 10,325 04 
-ftmfifift 52 







$341 48 



Supporters of the American Temperance Union, by contributions, from 
January, 1840, to April 1, 1841. 



Edward C, Delavau, $5000 00 

Oen. J. H. Cocbe, 100 00 

William B. Astor, 100 00 

Edmund Hyatt, 100 00 

John J. Knox, 100 00 

Gerrit Smith, 100 00 

John T. Norton, 100 00 

Mrs. S. A. Austin, 75 00 

J. W. Dominick, 50 00 

Samuel Willistoo, - 50 00 

John Tappan, 85 00 

R. T.Haines, 35 00 

J. P. Stagg, 85 00 

James Rosevelt, 85 00 

Stoddard & Edwards, 30 00 

William Jay, 30 00 

John G. Warren, 80 00 

John C Gray, 80 00 

Samuel Dorr, 30 00 

Amos Lawrence, 80 00 

M. S. Bidwell, 15 00 

Theodore Frelinghuysen, 10 00 

S. V. S. Wilder, • 10 00 

George R. Ives, 10 00 

Mrs. Wilson, 10 00 

Miss Sydney Paul, 10 00 

Moses Grant, 10 00 

H. Plympton, 10 00 

Robert B. Storer, 10 00 



James Converse, 
Edward Brook's, 
Daniel C. Parker, 
P. Greely, 
Robert Hooper, 
S. May, 

Israel Mpnson, 
S. T. Armstrong, 
Thomas Adams, 
S. D. Peters, 
Samuel Marsh, 
L. Corning, 

D. Phyfe, 
Doctor Boyd, 
Henry Landon, 
Henry Codman, 
Daniel Safford, 
Samuel Johnson, 
John L. Gardner, 
W Tracy, 

H. Atkins, 
J. Holcomb, 

E. Jones, 
A Friend, 
Jonathan Latham, 
David Torry* 

W. S. Hobert, 
Elias Latham, 



$10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

10 00 

1000 

1000 

10 00 

5 00 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

500 

3 00 

800 

800 

1 00 

• 1 00 

1 00 

60 

50 

60 
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*A, (p. 14.) 

IRELAND. 
The first intimation of the extraordinary reformation under the Rerv 
Theobald Mathew, of Cork, was furnished to the friends of Temper- 
ance in America in a letter from R. Allen, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Irish Temperance Union, dated Nov. 19, 1839. The number who 
had joined the total abstinence pledge up to April,1840, and reported at 
our last anniversary, exceeded one million. From month to month 
through the year, the work of receiving pledges, has gone on with in- 
creasing power, and according to the last advices, near five millions of 
the population had been enrolled for total abstinence, viz. : At 

Marsboro, kv three days 65,000 
Ahascragh 50,000 

" in Nov. 40,000 

Killahoe 15,000 

Athlone 14th, 15th Sept 100,000 
Dublin 28th Sept. 72,000 

Castlereain Nov. 65,000 

Butlersbridge 40,000 

Kells Jan. 23 100,000 

Tipperary 60,000 

making, including many smaller subscriptions and previous reports, Feb. 

25 f FOUR MILLION SIX HUNDKED AND FORTY SEVEN THOUSAND. AmODg 

these were eight Roman Catholic Prelates and seven hundred of the 
Catholic Clergy. 

As the result, there has been great joy throughout Ireland, and a 
great diminution of crime. The Smithfield penitentiary, in Dublin, 
was in Dec. closed, as no longer needed. Richmond Bridewell had 
1200 less in 1840 than in 1839, and had an hundred cells empty. 

The Waterfprd Mirror for Jan. said : — 

' There is not a single prisoner for trial at our approaching assize*.' 
The ' Sligo Champion' observed, ' The crown business is a mere trifle*' 
Judge Crampton, in his address to the Grand Jury of the county of 
Cork, after remarking on the astonishing improvement that had taken 
place in the moral habits of the people, observed, f The calendar pre- 
sents a striking effect of the moral good brought about. A crime that 
had b,een of almost daily occurrence, and from which such lamentable 
results spring, is now nowhere to be found on the calendar. I allude to 
those faction-fights which had so long disgraced the country* and as 



Limerick 


10,000 


Thurles 


65,000 


Templemore 


70,000 


Ballvshanscon 


60,000 


Enmscottyin Feb, 


15,000 


Cartlidenot 


30,000 


Carlow 


100,000 


Maryborough 


100,000 


Bells (Meath) 


100,000 
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arising from which specie* of oflboce, the calendar, when liast ha* 
the honor to preside litre, wm prolific* /* t* mom ewept aiwty aft»- 
£«Mer.» 

"The 'Dublin Quarterly Review* for 1841* in a powerful article 
headed* The watt ts of Ireland ,* after alluding to the immense good 
that had been accomplished, observed—* One of the great results of the 
temperate habits already acquired by iraUiotte of our Catholic commu- 
nity is, the great increase that has taken place in their attendance at 
their respective chapels, and their participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ment.' 

" Edw. Hobson, Esq.* Alderman of Waterford, in a letter dated 5th 
of March, and addressed to Mr. J. P. Murphy, of Mount Sion, in Wa- 
terford, observed—* I am happy to say that owing to the decrease of 
crime in this city, the Board or Superintendence of the city jail did not 
apply for money from the city Grand Jury, for the support and main- 
tenance of prisoners, as has been the case ever since I have been grand 
juror, now upwards, of nineteen years.— The Board has now a large 
balance on hand, which speaks volumes, as it is the end of the long' 
half year, the winter one/ 

" In regard to the increased comfortof the people, some idea may be 
formed from the following facts. The * Dublin Evening Post' re- 
marks, * The meat market is rising rapidly, not from excess of exporta- 
tion, but front the altered habits of the people. We shall give one 
instance in illustration : there is a certain class of butchers in this city, 
who slaughter for the humbler orders. One of the most considerable of 
thern, used to think himself very fortunate if he disposed of fifty 
sheep in a week — thkee hundred scarcely supply him at present /' 

** Our public hospitals bear abundant evidence also of the improved 
health of the people. I was informed lately by a young surgeon, that 
the want of broken limbs, &c., is severely felt, as subjects for young 
practitioners ; also that there is a greatly increased difficulty in get- 
ting bodies for dissection.— In our largest hospital there has been but 
one case of delirium tremens (whisky fever) for several months past, 
and even that a doubtful one, although formerly it was not uncommon 
to have twenty or thirty at one time. Deaths from fever have much 
decreased." 

Says the Corresponding Secretary of the Irish Temperance Union, 
in a letter to the Secretary of the American Temperance Union, dated 

Dublin, 10M of ±th Month 1841. 
Dear Friend,— A few days since I wrote a long letter to my valu- 
ed and energetic friend Edward C. Delavan. The main tenor of it was 




deadly, inexpressible curse of strong drink and drunkenness, are going 
on vigorously in the march of improvement, without for a moment 
looking behind, or indulging even the idea of returning, like a dog to 
its vomit, to their old sensual debasement ! Yes ! total abstinence, or 
its success, is now no debatable point in Ireland-Mhe battle is gained 
— the victory is won. The great mass of the people in Leinster, 
Hunster and Connought are tetotalers ; our jails are comparatively 
empty ; Ireland needs but few soldiers to keep her in order ; excuse 
me, in my opinion she needs none ; our police in Dublin have a sine- 
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core ; a drunken man is a rarity. Such is Ireland now ! Compare if 
with what she was, but a short time since— famous for many things, 
but most of all, for drunkenness. Think, my friends, of disturbed por- 
tions of the country being now very models of peace — think of an Irish 
Fair without a drunken man to be seen — think of our public houses, 
now in hundreds, either "to be let." or closed, or opened Jn other 
trades — think of our distillers honestly declaring that their property is 
all but lost— that it has depreciated from 50 to 70 per cent, and that 
they have now no hope or its improving; that the porter brewery 
would be enough for Dublin, aye ! and too much ; that the large Dub-, 
lin distillery is now an oat meal mill, and many others in Ireland are 
either closed or next door to it—yet these are all facts, and not a little 
of what I could tell. 

I observe by the " Freeman's Journal" of yesterday morning, " that 
not a single case of tippling was before any of the head police of five 
divisions on the previous morning." And this is Ireland ! This is 
Dublin with its population of 250,000 and upwards, and with a vigi- 
lant day and night police looking oat for drunkards. Then again look 
at our Savings' Banks; in January 1840, the receipts exceeded the pay- 
ments in four weeks about £2400 ; in January 1941, the receipts ex- 
ceeded the payments L.5,200. Is not this proof positive of what is 
going on ? Amongst •* T. Mathew's" latest triumphs were 100,000 
members at Bells, in the Co. of Meath, and 25,000 at Cartlidenot, but 
these are common matters now. 

DISTILLATION. 

Estimating the decrease in the quantity of malt used last year in the 
Irish distilleries, there appears a decrease of 2,852,416 proof gallons 
of whisky compared with the preceding year. 

PUBLIC HOUSES. 

Two hundred and thirty-seven pubUc houses have been closed with- 
in the metropolitan police district, sin.ce January, 1840, and provision 
and clothing stores have multiplied as rapidly as the public houses 
have decreased. 

IKISH EXCHEQUER. 

In submitting his budget to the British House of Commons, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord John Russell, stated, " that there 
was a falling off in the duty on spirits, in Ireland, of £354,000, (which 
is $1,770,000,) which, he added, was no proof, and he felt pleasure 
in stating it, of the decreased resources of that country, for it was en- 
tirely owing to the increased habits of temperance in the people of that 
country. On the other hand, the payments into the Irish Exchequer 
showed an increase in the amount of duties on tea, coffee and other con- 
veniences and comforts of life. 

SALES OF LANDED AND OTHER PROPERTY. 

Mr. W. W.Simpson, the eminent auctioneer of London, has been 
engaged here during the last three days, in offering for sale, by auc- 
tion, extensive property. 

Mr. Simpson, at a public meeting, took occasion to observe that he 
was exceedingly gratified to mark, at every succeeding visit to this 
country, the progressive increase in the value of property, and said he 
could not but attribute much of this improvement to the beneficial ef- 
fects of the temperance movement which had been most unfairly re- 
presented as one of a political character, (brought forward to serve the 
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jtarpotes of a party inimical to Protestant ascendancy,) while, on the 
contrary, it, was, in truth, a stupendous moral reformation, and the 
great and good man who had accomplished it ought to be regarded as 
one of the most distinguished benefactors of his country ; Mr. Simp- 
son added, that he had had the pleasure of conversing with Father Ma- 
th ew, (whom he believed to be one of the most pure minded and be- 
nevolent men of the age,) who had assured him that the members of 
the Tetotal Society were bound by nothing but a solemn promise, 
which they might retract whenever they thought proper. From ex- 
tensive observation and careful inquiry, Mr. Simpson said he was con- 
vinced that the movement must be regarded by all but the prejudiced, 
as subservient to the promotion of morality and industry, and conse- 
quently to the increase of public order and domestic happiness, and it 
could not by any possibility be so perverted as to become injurious to 
the interests of the community. Mr. Simpson stated that in the wild' 
est parts of the county of Tipperary, which he had recently passed 
through, property had acquired a value which brought it fully up to 
the level of that situated in what had been heretofore considered the 
more favored districts, and this was solely to be attributed y in his 
opinion, to the improved habits of the people — the districts which were 
formerly the constant scene of riot and, drunkenness being now the 
peaceful abode of orderly and industrious peasants. During surveys 
in the latter part of last year, in the counties of Cork, Tipperary, and 
Westmeath,Mr. Simpson said he had frequent opportunities of ob- 
serving the movement in the conduct of the peasantry, and of obtain- 
ing accurate information as to the present state of the country, and he 
could not but arrive at the 'conviction that in some localities the office 
of the policeman had been almost a sinecure. As an evidence of the 
increasing confidence of English capitalists in the stability of Irish pro- 
perty, Mr. Simpson mentioned that, during the last twelve months, he 
had been successful in negotiating several heavy loans at four-and-a- 
half per cent, on Irish security, and that just previously to his depar- 
ture from London he had been offered £100,000, by way of mortgage, 
at the same rate of interest, on landed property in Ireland. 



IRISH IN AMERICA. 

The following number of signatures have come to the knowledge of 
the Committee. In some cases, as in New York city, the pledge is in 
itself very defective, though the practical operation is said not to 
differ; but in most instances it is the true one — total abstinence from 
all that intoxicates. 

New York city 

Brooklyn 

Philadelphia 

Boston 

Providence 

Lowell 

Albany 

West Troy 

Schenectady 



10,000 


Amsterdam 


800 


3000 


Little Falls 


1200 


6000 


Utica 


1000 


6000 


Buffalo 
Cleveland 


800 


1000 


1500 


2000 


Detroit 


1000 


3200 


Montreal 


6900 


1600 


Baltimore 


3000 


800 


Georgetown 


350 




Washington City 


4Q0 
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In most of the American cities St Patrick's day wn unproved fer 
a demonstration of temperance. Thousands who had been in the 
habit of paying their anniversary homage to their Patron Saint in the 
taverns and dramshops, appeared in procession, neatly attired with 
appropriate medals and beautiful banners dedicated to the cause of 
temperance. The results of this reform upon the health, thrift, peace 
and prosperity of this great portion of the American population cannot 
be told. 

B. (P. 14.) 

MR. BAIRD'S SECOND VISIT TO THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 

Mr. Baird left Havre for Hamburg, July 1840. In this city he formed a 
temperance society of 250 members, and found that since his former visit, 
200,000 temperance publications had been distributed over Western 
Germany. At Copenhagen he made arrangements to have his history 
of Temperance Societies translated into the Danish, and 2,000 copies 
published, one half for Norway. At Christiana, the capital of Nor- 
way, he organized a committee of three to distribute them. In passing 
from Gottenburg to Stockholm he was the only person on board the 
steamboat who did not take brandy. Sweden he found a great manu- 
facturing and drinking country, Four years ago he learned that with 
a population of three millions, Sweden* produced in 150,000 distilleries 
fifty millions gallons of whisky, and m the last year in 125,000 dis- 
tilleries, forty millions gallons, and that every man, almost without ex- 
ception, drank his glass three times a day. At Stockholm, he was 
cordially welcomed by the king and nation ; he addressed an assembly 
of 2,000 persons, including the diet, nobles, clergy, burghers, and pea- 
sants ; attended a large Temperance Convention in the north of Sweden, 
traveled four hundred miles, and addressed many thousands of people; 
had an interview with the king, and addressed at Stockholm the pea- 
sants and a general assembly of nobles and people, the prime minister 
presiding. Forty thousand persons in Sweden have joined the temper- 
ance societies. Many distinguished individuals were induced to re- 
nounce the brandy table. Two temperance journals exist. In October 
Mr. Baird went to St. Petersburg, and found that his Temperance His- 
~ tory had not been published. He hastened to Moscow to ascertain the 
cause, and found it in a state of readiness for publication. At the 
palace, sixteen miles from St. Petersburg, he had an interview with the 
Emperor Nicholas, who acceded to the proposal to have the History of 
the Temperance Reformation published in the Russian and expressed a 
desire to have it also published in the Finnish, and promised that h 
should not be interrupted by the censors. The work of translating 
and publishing was at once commenced. The revenue of Russia is 
600,000,000 rubles, of which 125,000,000, or $25,000,000 of our money, 
is derived from licenses. A Russian nobleman in Courland was so 
convinced by reading the Temperance History in German, of the evils 
of drinking ardent spirjts, that he agreed to pay the government the 
sum which the retailers had undertaken to pay for the licenses, in order 
to have no brandy sold on his extensive estates. 

At Bremen, Mr. B. found -no' temperance society existing. One at 
Hanover with three hundred members. One at Gottingen. In Prus- 
sia he found the cause making steady, but not rapid progress. It needs 
a national society and an enlightened agent. In tne province of Es- 
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part are one hundred and seventy three temperance societies, embrac* 
mg several thousand members, chiefly on the moderation plan. At 
Dresden he was introduced to the king. At Munich, Stutgard, Heidel- 
berg, and Frankfort, he conrersed with several distinguished indi- 
viduals on temperance, and returned to Paris in December, havingbeen 
absent five months, and traveled 6,500 miles. The American Tract 
Society have furnished 700 dollars to aid in the publications* 

C (P. 16.) 

REFORMATION OF DRUNKARDS. 

This extraordinary work commenced in Baltimore, April 5th, 1840b 
Six men of intemperate habits, while over their cups in a public tav- 
ern, suddenly resolved that they would drink no more, and formed and 
signed a simple pledge of total abstinence. They also resolved to 
form a society to be called the Washington Temperance Society, and 
at their successive meetings, each man to brin^ a man. These meet- 
ings soon attracted attention, through a public relation by each in- 
dividual of his own experience and history. The members became 
indefatigable in their work of reforming drunkards, and in less than 
one year, their society numbered more than one thousand members, the 
greater part of whom had been grossly intemperate. Other societies 
were excited to action by this extraordinary movement, and greatly 
increased their numbers, both from the intemperate as well as from 
moderate drinkers, so that in the entire city, more than a thousand 
drupkards were reputed as reformed men. 

On the 5th of April, 1841, the anniversary of the Washington Ten> 
perance Society was celebrated by a public procession. More than 
six thousand men and youth from the various temperance societies, 
formed in the principal street of Baltimore, every society having ta own 
banner, and each member wearing his appropriate badge. The whole, 
cheered on by bands of music and the acclamation of thousands of 
spectators, marched in deep columns through the principal parts of the 
city, to Mount Vernon, where, in front of the monument to the Fa- 
ther of his country, they formed in solid mass, and, standing uncovered 
but by the canopy of heaven, returned thanks to him who had had 
mercy upon the poor unfortunate drunkard. The scene was one of 
intense. interest, and fraught with the most affecting consequences to 
the numerous individuals and families who had experienced deliver- 
ance. 

Anxious for a similar blessing, the Executive Committee of the New 
York City Temperance Society, invited five of their number, reformed 
men, to come to their city and relate their experience. The novelty 
of the aftair and the character of the exercises attracted crowds to 
hear them. More than twenty successive meetings were held in the 
largest churches, and one in the Park, and above two thousand per* 
sons gave their names to the pledge of total abstinence. But what 
was of most importance, the sympathies of the miserable drunkard 
were at once enlisted, and a large number came forward and signed the 
pledge. These, like their brethren at Baltimore, became at once ac- 
tively engaged for the reformation of drunkards, formed a Washington 
Society for New York, and now number from four to five hundred 
members, chiefly reformed men; 
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From New York, twp of their number proceeded to Boston, where 
they were cordially receired by the friends of temperance, and where 
their simple tale was most effective in rousing the attention of the 
community to the evils of intemperance, and of bringing many a mis- 
erable man to take the pledge and become u. timbers of a Boston 
Washington Temperance Society, already numbering more than six- 
teen hundred members. 

On the 22d of April, a great meeting was held at Fanueil Hall. 
The Hall was crowded to excess. The Hon. Theodore Lyman, ex- 
mayor, presided, and made the following introductory remarks : — 

44 Gentlemen — We have assembled under new and interesting cir- 
cumstances. Anew effort, and a new development in the history of the 
great cause of Temperance, is presented to our view. It relates to a 
class who have been regarded as outcasts, and no one can doubt or 
wonder why they have been so regarded. Vice cannot be concealed; 
and the poor inebriate has but too painfully reaped as he has sowed. 
If there can be no doubt of this degradation of the man who would 
otherwise have been respectable, and prosperous, and perhaps eminent, 
but instead of being thus, is degraded, then it becomes us to look about 
us and see what has been the cause of it. Why is it ? who has done 
it ? the person who administers or society which permits it ? Society 
is interested to look into it, and to remove the cause. It is a duty both 
to God and man." 

" I have alluded to the case of the unhappy, unfortunate man. What 
now is the condition of the wife and mother ? How many wives of 
such men are obliged to work and toil hard and late for the support of 
a family — to suffer reproach, rebuke, self denial, and domestic weari- 
ness and want ! And how many children are left to grow up in pover. 
ty and suffering — how many become burdens to society, or thieves to 
prey upon community ! Accountability rests somewhere. Somebody 
must answer for all this ; and so long as there is responsibility, society 
must try the experiment of a removal, and not faint until it is accom- 
plished." 

The meeting was than addressed by Mr. John Hawkins, and Mr. 
Wright, the two Baltimore delegates, and the following resolutions 
adopted. 

Resolved, That we receive with gladness, in this Temple of Liberty, 
the delegates from the Washington Baltimore Temperance Society of 
reformed inebriates, and hail the noble stand they have taken in the 
cause of humanity, as marking a new era in the Temperance reforma- 
tion — that their example is a living argument, which nothing can 
refute, and that it is expedient to form a similar Society in this city. 

Resolved^ That the approbation of distinguished patriots and states- 
men encourage us to persevere in the cause in which we are engaged, 
and that we will not relax our efforts until the land is redeemed from 
the pestilence which invades it— that we will invoke the dealer, until 
he shall say in his heart, in the language of the lamented Harrison, 
" Whereas I have sinned — J will sin no more :" and those who are in 
bondage to the tyrant alcohol, we will urge, to break their fetters, and 
be " as of right they ought to be, free and independent" citizens — and 
to the young and rising generation, who have not yet put on the chains 
of the moral despot, we will echo around these consecrated walls, 
glowing with the almost speaking resemblances of the sires of our 
country's freedom, the impressive injunction of one of the earliest mar- 
tyrs to her liberty—" My sons scorn 1 to be slaves." , 
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"~ At (Augusta, Me. was formed on the lit of April, a Washington 
Temperance Society-*«nd the last Maine Gazette says :— " We perceive ae 
yet no abatement of enthusiasm, or rather we think, of healthful excite, 
ment, whidi keeps them in excellent spirits, and prompt and energetic in 
their efforts to extend the influence of their good work. No one acquainted 
in Augusta can walk our streets, without being impressed with the change 
that has taken place amongst Us, and all has bean -done so kindly— •• 
pleasantly— we can scarcely tell how— and yet, it to don*. Our dramshops 
are in a great measure forsaken, and those who lately thronged them, with 
freshened countenances and elastic step, are industriously devoting them- 
selves to the proper business of life, diffusing joy and gladness around their 
domestic circles, 

• It is a pleasant treat twit down, as it has often been our privilege to do, 
in their crowded hall, and' listen to what they say of their experience. If we- 
al ways had pen in hand, we could have gathered up many pithy sayings, that 
would interest our readers. Said one, a few evenings since, '* I have saved a 
double tax : my rum tax and my barber's tax. A few days ago my hand trem-, 
bled so that I could not shave myself, but now I can do it without difficulty. 
All things go on well at home— I have as happy a family as any other man ! H 
The same individual was lately visited by a brother-in-law, who very soon, 
according to former custom, invited him to go an j take something to drink. 
"No," said he, M I've dons." " What ! you ! !" said his friend, overwhelmed 
with astonishment to have a refusal from him. *' I have signed the pledge, 
I drink no more rum." " Well," said his visitor, •* I will drink no more, till 
you do— and if you will* persevere, I will give you the best cow on my 
farm." . " I like that name, reformed drunkard* said one of the shrewdest 
of them the other evening: "for if I have not been a drunkard, I have been 
a most outrageous soaker. For the last week I have had employments- 
have paid for my house rent and provisions for my family, and have laid 
up more money than I did all last summer." One, a sea captain, just re- 
turned from Boston, stated that hs heard, while in Boston, of what was 
doing in Augusta. He immediately said to his informant, " If Fred. Pishon 
has joined the Temperance Society, I will drink no more till he doss." He 
returned home, and bahold " Fred. Pishon" had pledged himself to abstain 
from all that can intoxicate forever : and he means to Hick to it. Ths 
number of members on Monday evening was one hundred and eighteen. 
On that day, in compliance with an invitation from Bath, a delegation of 
four members went down in the Minerva, to assist in laying the corner otone 
of a Washington Temperance Society there. The Society here is to have 
a, public meeting at the Baptist Church on Friday afternoon.' 

Societies have been more recently formed at Portland, HaUowell, Gard- 
ner, Belfast, Bangor, and other places. 

Thus the work is spreading over our country. O let it spread ! and may 
there be a Washington Society in every place where there is a poor drunkard. 
It is the great movement which now, under God, is to save thousands thai 
are perishing. 

* 
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SPEECH OP ME. JOHN HAWKINS, OP BALTIMORE, AT PANEUIL 
HALL. MAY, 1841. 

When 1 compare the past with the present— my days of intemper- 
ance with my present peace and sobriety — my past degradation with 
my present position in this Hall — the Cradle of Liberty— I am over- 
whelmed. It seems to me holy ground. I never expected to see this 
Hall. I had heard of it in boyhood. It was here that Otis and the 
elder Adams argued the principles of independence, and we now 
meet here to declare ourselves free and independent ; to make a sec- 
ond Declaration — not quite so lengthy as the old one, but it promises 
life, liberty, and the pursuit "of- happiness. Our Forefathers pledged 
their lives and fortunes and sacreu honors ; we, too, will pledge our 
honor, our life, but our fortunes have gone for rum ! Poor though we 
drunkards are, and miserable, even in the gutter, we will pledge our 
lives to maintain sobriety. 

The cause of Temperance ! what is it, but the cause of humanity ? 
I need not talk long to show its connection with humanity. I have 
suffered from every description of drunkenness— have borne the heat 
and burden of the day in rum-mills (grog-shops), and know all about 
it — and I rejoice to say, in this Cradle of Liberty, that whereas I was 
once a drunkard, I am now a sober man, and always mean to be. 

I represent 2000 refoftned drunkards, saved in one year, and now 
connected with the Washington Temperance Society of Baltimore 
and its auxiliaries. Our Society originated in a rum-mill where twen- 
ty of us, all drunkards, resorted. (Sir pledge was drawn up, and first 
signed by six persons, who now stand firm in* the cause— the Presi- 
dent, Mr. Mitchel. is a host in himself. Our meetings are held every 
night in a week, and we find it as pleasant and good a way to spend 
our time as it ever was at a tavern ; aye, more pleasant, and in better 
company than in those little hells upon earth. At our meetings we 
don't sit and look at each other, and say nothing. No ! you can't keep 
us from talking. One said, ' I feel better, though I am growing 
smaller and look pale; my ideas are clearer: I eat better, and feel 
happy.' Another, * My wife is so happy, and every thing goes so 
nice at home ; children so rejoiced ;' and so we went over the ground, 
telling bur experiences, and we had none too much time, I assure you. 
We found enough to tell about ourselves, our homes and our old grog- 
shops, to make a long evening short. We would have no sectarian- 
ism, no politics or arguments. Whoever ventured upon either was 
made to take his seat ; he must tell his own experience, and not an- 
other's—* Tell us how often you have been drunk, and what rum has 
done to you and your family ; and how you now feel, and what cold 
water is doing for you.' 

Total abstinence is the basis— no proscription of men, ONLY THE 
LIQUOR. Men who sell rum may take our pledge and join us ; and 
we would like well to have the man who sells 20 hogsheads a week 
come and attend our meetings, and if we did not give him enough I 
am mistaken. He knows when the mechanic earns only twelve dol- 
lars a week and spends five of it at his tavern bar ; he knows that he 
has taken his money and given no equivalent ; that it is wrong to 
vend out an article that will send millions to a drunkard's grave. 
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We cover all under rum and rum-mills. You may talk of your gin 
and wine — it is no matter what you call it— we know there is no diner* 
ence ; you may as well drink one as another. Twenty years ago we 
drank everywhere, on all occasions, and the question we asked was, 
* does be keep a good bottle !' and when we could not get a good one, 
a bad one would da 

I was born of respectable parents, and was educated by a minister, 
and then bound out to the hatting business, in as perfect a grog-shop 
as ever existed. A few days before I left Baltimore I found the old 
books of my master, there were the names of sixty men upon it; and 
we could recollect but one that did not go to a drunkard's grave. An- 
other hatter says it was just so on his books. At one time there were 
twelve of us as apprentices ; eight of the twelve have died drunkards, 
one is now in the^almshouse in Cincinnati, one in the almshouse of 
Baltimore, one is keeping a tavern in Baltimore, and here am f . 

For awhile I was prosperous, notwithstanding I drank on ; I did not 
expect the appetite to conquer me. Well, when 22 years old, in 1818, 
I went to the West, As soon as away from parental care, I gave 
way ; all went by the board, and my sufferings commenced. For six 
months I had no shoes, and only one shirt and one pair of pantaloons. 
Then I was a vagabond indeed. But I returned, ragged and bloated, 
to my mother's home. When I got to the edge of the town, I was 
ashamed even to walk on the ground of my nativity. In the dusk of 
evening 1 crept along to my motherland was soon dressed up decent- 
ly. My mother only said, * John, I am afraj^you are bloated.' I then 
drank nothing for awhile ; but it was so EKa to do without, that, at 
length, I took a glass of ale, and all was over with me again ; my ap- 
petite rushed oh like a flood and carried all before it. And for fifteen 
years, time after time, I rose and fell ; was up and down ; would quit 
all, and then take a little glass. I would earn $15 a week, be happy 
and well, and with my money in hand start for home, and in some 
unacountable way, imperceptibly and irresistibly, fall into a tavern, 
and think one glass only would do me good. But I found that a sin- 
gle glass of ale would conquer all my resolutions. I appeal to all my 
fellow drunkards if it is not exactly so—if the one glass of any intoxi- 
cating drink does not annihilate, by revival of the appetite, all resolu- 
tions to resist drinking on, I am satisfied this appetite is rooted in 
me, and I never expect to get rid of it. It is like mercury in the ther- 
mometer—keep heat away from it and it will not rise, but apply the 
. heat of your finger and it will rise at once. 

June 13th last, I drank and suffered awfully — I can't tell you how 
much I suffered in mind — iu body everything, but in mind, more. I 
drank dreadfully the two first weeks of June — bought by the gallon, 
and drank, and drank, and was about taking my life— drunk all the 
time. On the 14th, I was a wonder to myself; astonished I had any 
mind left, and yet it seemed in the goodness of God uncommonly 
clear. I laid in bed long after my wife and daughter were up, and 
my conscience drove me to madness. I hated the darkness of the 
night, and when light came I hated the light. I bated myself— my 
existence. I asked myself, * Can I refrain ;' 'is it possible.' Not a 
being to take me by the hand, and lead or help me along and say, 
4 you can.' I was friendless; without help, or light ; an outcast. My 
wife came up stairs and knew I was suffering, and asked me to go 
down to breakfast I had a pint of whisky, and thought 1 would 
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drink; and yet I knew it was life or death with tne as t decided. 
Moderate drinkers, beware ! Take care you don't get into this condi- 
tion ! Well, I told my wife I would come down presently. Then my 
daughter came up and asked me down. I always loved her. More 
because she was the drunkard's friend— my only friend. And then 
she said, • Father don't send me after whisky to-day." I was tor- 
mented before, but this was an unexpected torture. I told her to 
leave the chamber, and she went down crying, and said to her mother, 
father is angry with me. Wife came up again, and asked me to take 
some coffee ; I told her I did not want anything of her, and covered 
myself in the bed. I soon heard some one enter the room, and I peep- 
ed out and saw it was my daughter. 1 then thought of my past life ; 
my degradation; misery of my friends; and felt Dad enough. So I 
called her and said, ' Hannah, I am not angry with you, and I shall 
not drink any more.' She cried, and so did 1. I got up and went to 
the cupboard and looked at the enemy, my whisky bottle, and 
thought, 'Is it possible I can be restored, and then turned my back 
upon it. Several times while dressing, I looked at the bottle but 
thought I shonld be lost if I yielded. Poor drunkard ! there is hope 
for you. You cannot be worse off than I was ; not more degraded, or 
more of a slave to appetite. You can reform if you will. Try it — 
try it. I felt badly, I tell you. There are some here to-night, who 
know how I felt. I know you fed bad enough. I have talked with 
some of you. Some say, we feel bad. Some, we feel better, and{some 
say we feel first rate. ATell, Monday night I went to the Society 
of reformed Drunkards, ana there I found my old companions, I did 
not tell any body I was going, not even my wife. I had got out of 
difficulty, but did not know how long I would keep out. The six 
founders of the society were there. We had fished together; got 
drunk together. You could not break us up when drunk. We 
stuck like brothers, and so we do now we are sober. One said here 
is Hawkins, the • regulator,' the old bruiser ; and they clapped and 
laughed as you do now. But there was no laugh or clap m me. I 
was too sober and solemn for that. The pledge was read for my ac- 
commodation. They did not say so and yet I knew. They all looked 
over my shoulder to see. me write my name. I never had such feel- 
ings before. It was a great battle. I once fought the battle at North 
Point, and helped to run away too, but now there was no running away. 
I found the Society had a large pitcher of water— drank toasts and 
told experiences. There I laid my plan ; I did not intend to be a drone* 
Alcohol promised me everything, but I found him a great deceiver, 
and now I mean to do him all the harm I can. 

At eleven I went home. Because, when I staid out late, I always 
went home drunk, my wife had given me up again, and thought I would 
be home drunk again, and she began to think about breaking up and go- 
ing home her to mother's. My yard is covered with brick, and as I went 
over the brick, wife listened as she told me, to determine whether the 
gate-door opened drunk or sober, for she could tell, and it opened sober 
and shut sober ; and when I entered, my wife was standing in the 
middle of the room to see me as I came in. She was astonished, but 
I smiled and she smiled, as I caught her keen black eye. I told her 
quick ; I could not keep it back. '* I have put my name to the temper- 
ance pledge, never to~nrink as long as I live." It was a happy time. 
I cried and she cried; we could not hush it, and our crying waked up 
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car daughter and the cried too. I tot vou tto that yd* any know 
bow happy the vefonnatieaef a drunkard makes hismmily. I slept 
none that night, my thoughts were better than sleep. Next mania* 
I went to see my old mother, I thought I must go to see her and tell 
her of our joy. "She had been praying twenty years for her drunken 
rshe* 



eon. Now she said, w It is enough, fam ready to die** 1 It made all 
my connections happy. 

The next thing was to d eterm ine what was to be done. My mind 
was blunted— character cone— I was Moated, and was getting old ; 
but men who had slighted me came to my help again and took me by 
the hand* held me up, encouraced and comforted me. I'll never slight 
a drunkard as long as I live ; he needs sympathy and is worthy of it, 
poor and miserable as he is ; he did not design to become a drunkard; 
and people have too long told him he cannot reform ; it is no use ; he 
must die a drunkard. Bat now we assure him hecan reform and need 
not live or die so, and we show ourselves, 2,000 in one year, as evi- 
dence of the feet The poor wretch here is crammed into the poor* 
house or prison, and when he comes out he meets temptation at every 
step — he begs you to succor him ; but he is led by appetite and neglect, 
straight to the grop-sfaop. Drunkard! come up here, you can reform — 
take the pledge in this Cradle of Liberty, and be ever free ! Delay not. 
I met a gentleman this morning, who reformed four weeks ago, rejoic- 
mg in his reformation. He brought a man with him who took the . 
pledge, and this man has already brought two others. This is the way 
we do the business up in Baltimore ; we reformed drunkards are a 
Committee of the whole on the state of the Union ! ! are all missiona- 
ries — don't slight the drunkard, but love him. No ! we nurse him as 
the mother does her infant learning to walk. We go right up to him 
and say, how do you do ? and he remembers our kindness. I tell you 
be kind to him and hell never forget you. He has peculiar feelings 
when the boys run after him and boot at him; — take his part and hell 
never forget it He has better feelings than the moderate drinker;— 
don't lay a stumbling block in his way. One man — poor, miserable, 
wretched, ragged — m real wharf-rat — (I expect you have such here, we 
had plenty 01 them in Baltimore, but much lessened now,) he was a 
buster, about a year ago, his clothes not fit for paper rags, his family 
had nothing to eat, no reel, not even clothes, — I'd give you his name, 
tut won't trouble you, as he and his were not worth a u fijhny-bit ;"— 
well, he told his brother he was going to quit and wanted mm to go 
his security for a horse and cart, but he would not Our members 
then went to his brother, and he was persuaded. He has paid for his 
horse and cart, his family and himself are well clothed, cellar full of 
wood, a barrel of flour ; and he has become a gentleman and Christian. 
And all this in one short year. 

Jnst let me tell you about one of our reformed men. We all of us 
changed a great deal in our appearance — some grew thin — some pale 
— but a dark complexioned man grew yellow, and the grog-seller, no- 
ticing the change in others, and seeing his old customer not becoming 
white, said he did not believe he had quit it altogether. The man 
heard of it, and prepared himself for an interview — so happened in his 
way. 

These taverners are apt to complain, say we do them an injury be- 
cause we shared our money for the support of our families — quite vil- 
lainous to be sure? And so «hey charge us with drinking a little ; but 
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I tell you that we keep close watch of each other, we are very loving 
and we take care to get along tide the mouth and know pretty well 
what has been going on there. 

As I was going to tell you, the taverner said to the member, "It 
appears to me you don't alter quite so much as some of the rest' 
"Don't I," said he, " well, why don't 1 1" '• Why you don't look pale, 
you grow yallar." " I grow yallar you think ?" " Yes," Well said 
the man drawing out a handful or gold pieces from his pantaloons 
pocket, " these look yallar too, but you don't get any more of mem, 
they belong here," returning them to his pocket — " and my wife will 
have them— you'll get no more of them— that is the trouble with you." 

These grog sellers know how to fix the drunkard— they understand 
their business — they keep a big plate of salt-fish — cheese, herring and 
crackers, to fix the appetite— all free — don't ask anything of course, 
for them; but when they see a man take hold and eat a little, they 
think they have him, he'll want to wash it down — he'll get started, and 
" he'll do well enough yet" Well the stuff is very apt to stick in the 
throat, so it is washed down — and then the breath must be changed, 
and a little more fish or cheese is taken, and that must be washed out 
of the throat, and so it goes. But if a man eats and don't drink, he 
is pretty sure to be told that that will not do. 

This drinking has killed more men, women and children, than war, 
pestilence, and all other evils together. You cannot bring upon man 
so awful a curse as alcohol ; it cannot be done ; no machinery or in- 
vention of death can work like it. Is there a moderate drinker who 
says he can use " a little," or " much," and " quit when he pleases ?" 
I tell him from experience he can't do it. Well he can, if he will, but 
he wont will, that is the difficulty, and there is the fatal mistake. 
Does he want to know whether he can ? I ask him to go without his 
accustomed morning bitters, or his eleven o'clock, to-morrow, and he 
will find how he loves it ! We have come up out of the gutter to tell 
him how he loves it, and how he may escape. It is the moderate use— 
the little, the pretty drink, the genteel and fashionable, that does the 
mischief— the moderate drinker is training to take the place of the 
drunkard. 

Go to Baltimore and see now our happy wives and families. Only 
look at our procession on the 5th of April, when we celebrated our 
anniversary. Six thousand men, nearly half of them reformed within 
a year, followed by two thousand boys of all ages, to give assurance to 
the world that the next generation shall be sober. But where were 
our wives on that occasion! at home, shut up with hungry children in 
rags as a year ago ? No ! no ! but in carriages riding round the streets 
to see their sober husbands. x 

My family were in a hack and I carried apples, cakes, &c, to them, 
and wife said, (( how happy all look," why husband there is — — all 
dressed up— and only think, I saw old — - - in the procession as 
happy and smart as any of them, and so she went on telling me who 
she had seen. And where do you think the grog seller's wives were ? 
Were they out] Not they ! ! ! Some of them peeped out from behind 
their curtains! We cut down the rum tree that day in Baltimore, 
under ground ; not on top of the ground leaving a stump, but under 
ground, roots and all ! ! 

We have not seen six drunkards staggering in the streets since we 
have been in Boston ; and we have been all around, even in Ann street. 
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They must Jiide themselves. If they are put into the Home of Correc- 
tion, I don't wonder they hide. I said when I talked to them on the 
Sabbath, oyer there, that I wished I had a distiller at my right hand, 
and a rum-seller at my left, and let them answer the question, what 
brought all these here ? and we would have had the answer rum. 
This" making the drunkard by a thousand temptations and induce- 
ments, and then shutting bun up in a prison, is a cruel and horrible 
business. You make the drunkard, and then let him come into your 
house and you turn him out ; let him come to the church and you turn 
him out ; mends cast him off ; the grog -seller turns him out when his 
money is gone, or midnight comes. When he serves his time out in 
the prison, he is turned out with the threat of a flogging if he is ever 
caught again ; and yet you keep open the place where he is entangled 
and destroyed. You are bound to turn the whole tide of public opinion 
against the traffic. The seller will pour -down your son's throat a tide 
of liquor, and you do so to his son and he would cut your throat. Ask 
him if he is willing you should make his daughter a drunkard ? and 
why should he make your son one ? 



WHAT SHALL BE THE DRINK OF THE REFORMED MEN ? 
BT DOCTOR SAMUEL B. WOODWARD, OF WORCESTER, MASS. 

• Intemperate persons may quit the practice of using alcoholic drinks 
at once. A very prevalent opinion is that it is unsafe for them to do 
so, and that the onljr way to do it prudently, is to do it gradually, and 
cautiously. There is no more propriety in suspending it by degrees 
than there would be in leaving off stealing, lying, or profanity, by little 
and little ; which to all persons must appear quite ridiculous. Who 
ever thought of pulling a child out of the tire, gradually, for fear of in- 
creasing the dangers ? No more propriety is there in discontinuing the 
use of intoxicating liquors, gradually, by those who have used them to 
excess. The modern practice, to withdraw all spiritous liquors from 
those who have been intemperate, at once, and resorting to no substi- 
tute, is found not only the most certain mode of curing the habit, but 
quite* the most easy for the patient. The suffering may be sharp, but 
it is soon over, and then renovation and recovery begin. The opin- 
ion that delirium tremens, or the horrors, is the consequence of discon- 
tinuing the accustomed potations is founded in error : the loss of the 
appetite for the stimulus is the first symptom of disease. Much expe- 
rience has convinced the writer of this truth, and his experience is of 
such a kind as to. admit of no mistake in application to the disease in 
question. Medical treatment may in some cases be indisputable, but 
the individual must not only be satisfied that his disease is curable, and 
that the effects can be wholly eradicated from his system if he will 
forever abandon all intoxicating drinks, but also that he can return to 
society with his friends as he would have done if his misfortune had 
never come upon him. This state of feeling will pervade society at 
last, and the intemperate man, cured of his malady, will be as cordially 
received by his friends as if he had been restored from insanity or fever. 
Imprudence and thoughtlessness lead to many of the evils to which 
life is incident, and the elass of men who have been led into intemper- 
ance are often generous, unsuspicious, social, hospitable; their very good 
nature is not unfrequently the cause of all their woes : they yield read- . 
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ily t* enticement*, Bet a* much from t propensity to ml a* from a 
want of firmness to resist temptation— not so muck to gratify them- 
selves- as to oblige others. How often it is. said of the victim of intern* 
perance, — he was the finest young man of the neighborhood— intelli- 
gent, kind, and generous. His social feelings led him into company r 
hie generous disposition made him to be hospitable, when hospitality 
wae manifested by the flowing bowl and the social glass, of which he 
partook freely and waa ruined. This might be the epitaph of many a 
young man of genius, who gave promise of great usefulness and emi- 
nence; now alas! sunk to an intimely grave, or what is little better, 
living in the mire and wallowing of intemperance. It follows from the 
foregoing, that it is all important for those who would be cured of in- 
temperance to know how they should proceed, in future, respecting 
drinks. Some have heretofore recommended wine to such persons, 
some ale or strong beer, and others cider. The only safe course, how- 
ever, is to abstain wholly, and totally from all alcoholic drinks, by 
which i mean every thing which can intoxicate. The inebriate, espe- 
cially, should resolve to touch not, taste not, handle not tfye poison. 
In this course there is safety and in no other. Even cider will induce 
a love of something stronger, and as the natural tendency is to desire 
an increase of strength, it will increase the danger ok a relapse. On 
this Subject principle should guide a man, and not appetite, or fashion, 
or the opinions of others. 

The intemperate man rescued from his dangers, standing aloof from 
all intoxicating articles is perfectly safe : he can never become intem- 
perate again. Allow him one drink of cider or one glass of wine to 
begin with, and can this be said of him ? Certainly not. He must 
stand firm to his principles of tasting nothing which can intoxicate, 
both now and forever. Strong beer is worse than cider. Wine is 
worse than either. 

The question then fairly presents itself— what SHALL BE THE 
DRINK OF THOSE PERSONS WHO HAVE ABANDONED ALCO- 
HOL IN ALL ITS FORMS ? To that question the temperance commu- 
nity would answer. " Principally water." This is doubtless the natural 
drink of all animals : it is the purest and most appropriate drink in its 
natural state, as received from the fountain ; pure cold water, the great- 
est luxury in creation, incomparably more congenial to the taste of the 
thirsty man than any other liquid, however costly, and however mixed 
to gratify the taste. Prepared with tea and coffee it is also agreeable 
,and harmless. For invalids who cannot bear cold water, weak tea, cof- 
fee, or even warm water with milk and sugar added, is all that is useful 

In conclusion, let no one say Intemperance cannot be cured. It has 
been, and may be again, in nearly or quite every case, if reason is not 
dethroned, however inveterate the habit, or long continued it has been. 
But if the power of self restraint is wholly gone, and the individual is 
alike deaf to the admonitions, of conscience, and the entreaties and 
warnings of friends, he must be withdrawn from temptation, and 
placed in an asylum, under the care of a kind and skilful medical at- 
tendant, until new habits and appetites are formed, when health and 
vigorous purpose will place him in a position to regain all that had 
been lost. 
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EXTRACT FROM DR. REESE'S "PLEA FOR THE INTEMPERATE.' 1 

The most attractive feature of the Temperance reformation, now in 
successful progress through the earth, is found in the demonstrations 
which are beginning to be made, that there is no state of degradation and 
infamy to which human beings can be reduced, even by drunkenness, 
which places tjiem beyond the reach of the instrumentalities now em- 
ployed. While these pages are in preparation for the press, in one of 
our neighboring cities, some hundreds of the most besotted victims of 
intemperance, have set about reforming each other, each helping the 
other to do what neither is able to do for himself, or by his single un- 
aided efforts. The result, as exemplified in the recent revival of Tem- 
perance in Baltimore, and especially by the instrumentality of the 
" Washington Temperance Society" of that city, should annihilate the 
incredulity of the most sceptical, and may be regarded as designed in 
the developments of Divine Providence, to settle the question for- 
ever, that no drunkard need despair. But even this consummation will 
be attained more readily, and the drunken be more easily convinced 
that for them there is yet hope, than will the unbelief of some Chris- 
tiana give way before the evidences equally conclusive, that we our- 
selves have no warrant either from reason or revelation, to despair of 
any drunkard, while on this side of hell. 

Among the examples of reformation recently witnessed in Baltimore, 
there are found the young, the middle-aged, and the gray-headed; 
scores, and even hundreds of each, who were confessedly, and notori- 
ously among the habitual drunkards. Some of these have prostrated 
their health, and been the repeated tenants of the Hospital, Infirmary, 
or Almshouse, by reason or the " tremors," " horrors," or insanity, 
which drunkenness had inflicted. Others had wasted their property, 
beggared their families, forfeited their characters, and been abandoned 
by all for years, as vagrants and vagabonds, until they were reduced to 
the last extremity of pauperism and unutterable wretchedness. And 
yet even such have been recovered, reclaimed, restored to their right 
mind, and this too by the very first effort ever put forth systematically, 
in their behalf. Not until now, did any messenger "go out into the 
highways and hedges, and compel them to come in." They have been 
literally " standing in the market-place all the day idle," some of them 
until the " eleventh hour*' of life has overtaken them; and now to the 
first inquiry, " Why stand ye here all the day idle ?" they have lite- 
rally and truly replied, " Because no man hath hired us." The first 
invitation to go into the vineyard, has met a ready response, and now 
it is easy for us to decide, where the greater amount of blame lies,-r- 
upon the idlers who are perishing, or upon us, who have neglected 
to afford them employment, or in other words, made no effort to res- 
cue them. 

What a memorable reproof is given to Christians for their indolence 
and unbelief, by the multiplied proofs now furnished, that those whom 
they have regarded by common consent, as incapable of reformation, 
and unworthy of an effort, have nevertheless been successfully reached, 
by those who were but yesterday their companions in drunkenness, 
and this by the first attempt to extend to them the helping hand. 
They would have been rescued long since had any one sufficiently 
cared for their souls, to adopt the means, and employ the instrumen- 
7 
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tality which has now been successful. The guilt of their continuing 
in drunkenness is our*, not theirs. And who can fail to tremble at the 
thought of how many " souls might have been saved from death," 
and what " a multitude of sins would have been covered," if enlighten- 
ed views had prevailed in the public mind, and all these sinners " been 
converted from the error of their ways" long since, as they might have 
been, had the same kind and degree of human instrumentality been 
employed in the work. 

That hundreds of the drunken, and scores of the most hopeless 
class, have been reformed in the recent revival in Baltimore, is matter 
of public notoriety. That this reformation promises to be radical and 
permanent, we have the evidence of their sobriety and conformity to 
their vow of total abstinence, for several months. ' Their improved 
condition, physically, morally, and socially, added to the powerful mo- 
tives of reputation and self respect, the influence of which they now 
realize and estimate, all combine to guarantee their perseverance. Be* 
side which, the kindred spirits with whom they are associated in mu- 
tual auxiliary relations, each sympathizing with, and aiding one an- 
other, inspired by the same motives, and combining their energies for 
the same end, that of bringing others to share with them the blessings 
of temperance, give still stronger assurance that they will not hazard 
the forfeiture of all they have gained without a desperate struggle. 
The vigilance with which they watch over themselves, and each other, 
for good and not for evil, will also serve as a barrier against a relapse, 
since their hopes and fears, their sympathies and dangers, are alike 

Earticipated in by all. Under such a combination of circumstances we 
ave the best security for thorough and enduring reformation, which 
can be furnished by any merely human agencies. 

But who can doubt that such a reformation will bring its subjects 
under the influence of the instrumentalities of our holy religion from 
which their former associations and habits almost excluded them ? In- 
deed the facts have already shown this desirable result, and instances 
are known in which already the physical and moral revolution, which 
has been consequent upon their recovery from drunkenness, has been 
followed by a self consecration to the services, obligation, and duties 
of personal religion. 



EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE MASSACHUSETTS TEMPERANCE 

SOCIETY. 

The example of these true reformers has not been confined to their 
own city. They have been as men set upon a hill, and have been 
seen by distant states. The effect in Boston has been marvellous in-* 
deed. A society of reformed drunkards has been formed here within 
a few days, and after a few meetings only it now' numbers hundreds 
among its members. Minds which have for years been lost to all 
worthy effort or work, are now putting themselves forth in the labor 
of saving themselves, and of mmistenng to their very best ability to 
the moral, the spiritual, and intellectual recovery and salvation of oth- 
ers. Some entirely new facts have been revealed by these mighty 
revolutions. A very striking one, is, the consciousness of strength, of 
power to resist the -temptation which surrounds them, and which la- 
Dors in every way to draw them againsinto ruin* The effort is rep- 
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resented at tre mend ous to escape from the thrald*om of long contin- 
ued habit which has become as life to these wretched men. But 
when the effort is made in sincerity, when the man means to be free 
— that he will be a slave no longer — he puts his foot as upon a rock 
of adamant, and says in a power, which it is believed, is never to be 
conquered, that he will persist to the end. This done, we are told 
how deep is the peace— how full is the joy— how easy is the work. 
The appetite, indeed, remains ready at any moment to be brought 
forth^in the whole of its strength ; but to counterbalance it, there is in 
the reformation, as an element, a power of will developed which is 
sovereign over appetite* and which says to it with the fullest confi- 
dence and effect, * peace, be still.' Such, in a few words, is a sketch 
of the mighty change which, within the year we now record, has been 
made in the temperance reform. All this is new. It belongs to noth- 
ing else. Like the wind which btoweth where it listeth, so has been 
the coming of this mighty revolution. Nothing can stay its progress. 
The victim of temptation— the degraded drunkard, has taken the work 
into his own hands. He tells you how truly he knows the sufferings 
of intemperance, — and asks if he is not the true apostle to his poor 
brethren in drunkenness. One's very heart melted at the deep ex- 
pressions of sympathy for those who still suffer by this vice, which 
tame so often from the delegates from Baltimore. 

Not only has the example of this reformation spread widely to the 1 
brethren of the reformed drunkard ; it has reacted men whom it 
was of the utmost importance to reach. It has reached them who 
bought and sold that which was the cause of drunkenness, and which 
gave perpetuity to its existence. The Council have before referred to 
this as a probable result of the reformation of intemperate men. 
This result has actually occurred amongst us, and most grateful must 
it be to every t*ue friend of the cause who learns it. What is this re- 
sult ? What has produced this change in a man's daily business, and 
which was daily bringing to him great gpm ? It was the direct pro- 
duct of the conviction of the evil that business and that gain were do- 
ing to other men, friends it might be, or neighbors. An evil which 
nothing can equal either in itself or its consequences. In obedience 
to this conviction, an immediate abandonment of the ruinous traffic 
has followed. Here, then, was the sacrifice of business and profit to a 
great principle — the paramount principle of love to man— to our 
neighbor, whomsoever that man might be. It was sacrifice to a 
cause of sacrifice, that of temperance. Here is a true principle for ac- 
tion. Here is something which every man may understand and put 
to practice. 

In expressing their sympathy in this new movement in the cause 
— in the new society which has been formed here, the Council would 
respectfully suggest to the friends of Temperance if it would not use- 
fully contribute to the efforts of the society referred to, if such pecuni- 
ary aid were furnished as would meet the incidental expenses of 
meetings. These men have, it may be, for years withdrawn them- 
selves from regular employment and what they have earned by un- 
certain and transient labor has been expended] on intoxicating 
drinks. Their families have been totally neglected by them, depend- 
ing for support mainly on charity. The entire, the perfect recovery 
from intemperance to sobriety has not, it may be, been followed at 
once by employment, and this may be the case for some time. The 
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ragged clothes, and the whole squallid appearance which are the di- 
rect legacy and product of drunkenness are not a Recommendation to 
confidence and to employment. Here then is a moment in the life of 
the reformed of the utmost consequence both in itself and in that to 
which it may lead. Should such a man be left for a moment to him- 
self? Should he be neglected by those who have abundance, in this 
hour of his utmost need ? No. He must be upheld. He must have 
his present necessities administered to. Means must be at once sup- 
plied for present comfort, and occupation secured for future need. This 
is most important not only in view of himself and family now, but be- 
cause of its remoter importance. No man is safe at any time in idle- 
ness, and dependence on others. How unsafe, how wholly dangerous 
is such a state for him in whom a reformed life has begun — begun onr 
ly ; and who can be wholly safe only by being made self dependent, 
and who is constantly employed. ' 

It is with great pleasure we record the formation of a society 
which has for its object to give aid to the families, to the women and 
children of those who have been the subjects of the temperance re- 
formatio n. This Society is composed of women. And to^whom can 
such an office more appropriately belong ? They are the visitors of 
the poor and the sick— the helpless aged, and the helpless young. 
They will labor to learn the story of the whole wretchedness of in- 
temperance, and be the willing ministers for others to its relief. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. DELAVAN. 

Albany, Jan. 18th, 1841. 

To the Rev. J. Marsh, Sec. Am. Tern. Union. 

My dear Friend : I have your letter, Jan. 12th, with a statement of 
your receipts and expenditures for the past year. I notice with great 
pleasure that the Union is out of debt, and has a small sum in the 
Treasury to begin the year with. I deem it of the first importance 
that the National Society be sustained, and that the Journal, which 
has been conducted with great ability, and to the satisfaction of the 
public likewise be supported. Placed, as the society now is, at the 
very locus of information which is flowing in. upon you from all parts 
of the world, it is very desirable that the organ for conveying to the 

gublic this intelligence, should be cherished and supported oy the 
lends of temperance throughout the Union. 

You are aware, my dear Sir, that I have frequently intimated to 
you, during the past year, my earnest desire, that my place as Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee be supplied by some one residing in 
New York City. The inconvenience of having the Executive Com- 
mittee scattered through several States, as they now are, is very great, 
and prevents that frequency of consultation, and exchange of views so 
important to the cause for which we labor. I trust as soon as it can 
be effected, the Executive Committee will be so arranged as always 
to have a quorum in your city on whom you may call at all times for 
counsel and advice. 

Considerations of health, and being obliged to leave the country 
with my invalid son, with an uncertainty when 1 shall return, and 
other circumstances, of a private nature, now render it a duty in me, 
to resign my station in the Union. In doing so, however, you may 
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rest assured that my interest in it, and in the Temperance cause, now 
so gloriously triumphant, finds no diminution, and that the American 
Temperance Union will always he, on my mind, and in my prayers; 
and although compelled to withdraw from the responsible station, 
which the national convention at Saratoga honored me with, and as a 
responsible member of the Executive Committee, the society shall 
continue to have all the time and effort I can give to it, consistent 
with other claims upon me. 

As the Union was formed by a National Convention, I feel a confi* 
dence that the friends of Temperance throughout the country will 
feel it to be a duty to support it. 

I am, my dear Sir, 
Truly and affectionately your Friend, 
^ EDWARD C. DELAVAN. 

E. (p. 18.) . 
As frequent inquiries are made respecting the origin, nature, and 
principles of the American Temperance Union, it is thought advisable 
to republish the following account of it, from the Seventh Report of 
the American Temperance Society. 

Pursuant to a call from the American Temperance Society, as re- 
commended by the National Temperance Convention, held at Phila- 
delphia, May 24, 1833, a meeting of officers and delegates from the 
State Societies, throughout the United States, assembled for the pur* 
pose of forming a general Temperance Union. 

Dr. S. Agnew, of Pennsylvania, was called to the chair, and John 
Marsh and I. S. Loyd were appointed secretaries. 

On motion — Justin Edwards, Edward C. Delavan, N. S. Beman, 
Thomas Brainard and G. B. Perry were appointed a committee to re- 
port officers and prepare business for the meeting. The committee, 
after having retired, reported the following members as officers for the 
present meeting of the Union : 

. STEPHEN VAN RENSSELAER, of N. Y., President. 
Samuel Agnew, of Penn. 
William Jay, of New York, 
G. B. Perry, of Massachusetts, 
Richard Boylston, of N. H. 
Cyrus Yale, of Connecticut, ) 
John Marsh, of Pennsylvania, 
Isaac S. Loyd, of do., 
Harrison Gray, of Mass., 
Thomas Brainard, of Ohio, 
The committee farther reported a series of resolutions, which were 
adopted, as follows : 

1. Resolved, That the officers of the American Temperance Society, 
and of each of the State Temperance Societies, in their associated ca- 
pacity ; be denominated The United States' Temperance Union. 

2. Resolved, That the object of this Union shall be, by the diffusion 
of information, and the exertion of kind moral influence, to promote 
the cause of Temperance throughout the United States. 

3. Resolved, That Isaac S. Loyd, Matthew Newkirk, and Isaac 
Collins, of Pennsylvania, John Tappan, of Massachusetts, Edward C. 
Delavan, and Samuel Ward, of New York, and Christian" Keener, of 
Maryland, be a committee to carry into effect, by all suitable means, 



Vice Presidents. 



Secretaries. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



§4 A1MKDIX. 

me objects of tk* Union; andttat tkeycontsrae ia office till othe* 
are appointed. 

4. Resolved* That the above mentioned committee call another 
meeting of this Union, at such, time and place as they may judge 
proper. 

5. Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretaries of all State Socie- 
ties be, ex-afficio, members of this committee. 

6. As it is proved by the united testimony of thousands of medical 
men, and by a $reat number effects, that ardent spirit is a poison, the 
drinking of which ts not only needless, but hurtful, as it necessarily 
tends to form intemperate appetites and habits, and while the use or 
it as a drink is continued, intemperance can never be done away ; as it 
causes a great portion of the crimes, wretchedness and pauperism in' 
the community, &c. &c.» therefore, 

Resolved, That for the benefit of the community, and especially the 
young, it be published and circulated as extensively as practicable, that, 
in the judgment of this body, after deliberate and careful attention to 
this subject, the use of ardent spirit as a drink is morally wrong, and 
ought to be universally abandoned ; and that we unite with the thou- 
sands of physicians and the hundreds of thousands of philanthropic 
men, in this and other countries, in expressing the sentiment that the 
entire disuse of it asm drink, would tend powerfully to promote the 
health," the virtue and the happiness of the community. 

7. As the traffic in ardent spirit, to be used as a drink, ministers to 
the use of it, and teaches the erroneous and destructive sentiment, that 
such use is right, and thus tends to produce and to perpetuate the 
above mentioned evils; as it also tends, by increasing pauperism and 
crime, to augment the taxes of the people, &c &c, being contrary to 
all just views of liberty, as well as a violation of the fundamental 
maxim of common law, "so use your own as not to injure the public;" 
that for the benefit of a few, (spirit dealers), the many should be bur- 
dened, therefore, 

Resolved, That the traffic in ardent spirit as a drink, is, in our view, 
morally wrong, and ought to be universally, abandoned, 

8. As the traffic is now upheld by the sanction of legislation, and 
that legislation tends to perpetuate the above mentioned evils, there- 
fore, ' 

Resolved, That it be respectfully suggested to all friends of human- 
ity t whether the laws which authorize the traffic in distilled liquors as 
a drink, by licensing men to pursue it, are not morally wrong, and 
whether they ought not to be so modified, that the evil should be no 
longer licensed, or its continuance receive the sanction of legislative 
support. 

9. The morality or immorality of using ardent spirit as a drink, is, 
in our view, the grand point on which the defeat or triumph of the 
temperance cause depends. If it is thought to be morally right to drink 
ardent spirit, and to traffic in it, both will probably be continued, in- 
temperate appetites will be formed, and drunkenness with its evils 
will be perpetuated ; but if it is morally wrong, and the evidence of 
this truth is universally, kindly, and perseveringly exhibited in words 
and in deeds, by all the friends of truth ; and attended, as in that case 
we may expect it will be, by the influences of the spirit of truth, it 
will universally prevail ; therefore* 

Resolved, That all persons who do not drink or furnish ardent spirit, 
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and yet do not believe either to be immoral, be, and tbey hereby are 
requested to examine the subject in the light of all the facts which are 
developed, and of all the consequences of drinking ardent spirit* and 
see if they have not heretofore been mistaken ; and if they should be 
convinced that the practice is immoral, that they be requested to use 
all suitable means to spread universally the evidence of this truth 
throughout our land. 

10. As it is a maxim of common law, as well as of common sense 
and of the Bible, that the accessory and the principal in crime are both 
nrilty, and as the men who furnish gvain and other materials for the 
distillation of ardent spirit to be used as a jdrmk, and the men who rent 
tenements for grog-shops to be occupied in the sale of it, are manifestly 
accessory to the perpetuating of the drinking of it and its evils'; there- 
fere, 

Resolved, That they be, and hereby are respectfully requested to 
consider whether their practice in the above mentioned particulars is 
not inconsistent with moral duty, and injurious in its consequences to 
mankind ; and whether an enlightened regard to the public good, as 
well as to the great principles of morality and the Christian religion, 
do not require that those practices should be universally abandoned. 

11. As the expression of the views of enlightened, judicious and 
philanthropic men, especially of those who, from their profession and 
employment, have peculiar opportunities to form a correct judgment 
on the subject, has deservedly great weight with the community* 
therefore, 

Resolved, That all physicians in the United States be, and they 
hereby are respectfully requested to examine this subject, and give 
the result of their inquiries with regard to the nature or ardent spirit, 
in its effects on the human system to the public ; and to state ex- 
plicitly, whether in their view the entire disuse of it as a beverage, 
would not promote the welfare of mankind. 

12. Resolved, That we view with great pleasure the rapid increase of 
temperance publications, and would earnestly recommend it to the 
friends of temperance in each state, to take effectual measures to put a 
copy of some such publication statedly, into every family that will re- 
ceive it throughout the country. 

13. As the living voice is one of the principal means of operating on 
the public mind, and many persons can be influenced only by this 
means, and as great good has already been accomplished by means of 
living agents, visiting all parts of a county, or a state ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it oe, and hereby is respectfully and earnestly re- 
commended to the friends of temperance to employ one or more such 
agents permanently in each state. 

14. As young men are the hope of our country, and as the course 
which they may take with regard to temperance, will have a momen- 
tous bearing not only on their own character and happiness, but on 
their influence upon the world ; and as the cause of temperance has 
already been essentially promoted by this interesting and efficient class 
of our citizens ; and should all young men give to this cause their 
united and persevering support, it would soon be universally triumph- 
ant; therefore, 

Resolved, That every young man in the United States, in view of 
' the benefits which his example and influence may confer, be requested 
to give to this cause his prompt, energetic, and unremitted support. 
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15. Resolved, That the female* of the United States, in view of the 
powerful and salutary influence which they may exert over all classes 
in the community, and especially over the young; and the immeasur- 
able blessings which they may be instrumental in conferring upon all 
future generations, and for both worlds, be, and they are, most respect- 
folly and earnestly requested, universally, in all suitable ways, to give 
to this cause their united and persevering efforts. 

After thejorganization of the Union, the foregoing resolutions were 
adopted with great unanimity, as expressing the deliberate and solemn 
convictions of its members. We subjoin the following remarks as ex- 
planatory of the temperance organization in America. This organiza- 
tion consists of the American Temperance Society, twenty-three State 
Temperance Societies, and more than seven thousand associations in 
counties and smaller districts of country. 

The American Temperance Society is composed of a number of 
known and influential friends of temperance ih various parts of the 
United States. Its object is, by the diffusion of information, and the 
exertion of kind moral influence, to extend the principles and blessings 
of temperance throughout the world. In the prosecution of this ob- 
ject, it does not intend to unite all the friends of temperance in the 
United States in that society, but to procure the formation of a state 
society in each state, a county society in each county, and local associ- 
ations in cities, towns; villages, and districts in all parts of the country. 
Each of the state societies takes the general supervision of temperance 
operations throughout the state. The county societies, as far as they 
please, are auxiliary to these, and superintend operations in the county. 
Local associations in cities, towns, &c., when they choose to be, render 
themselves auxiliary to the county societies, but regulate their own 
movements and efforts according to their own views of necessity and 
expediency, and with direct reference to their own wants and ability. 
Each society is independent of all others, except so far as each may 
choose for mutual benefit, and for the public good to become united ; 
no one society having power to dictate to another, or to control its 
operations. Each seeks the same object, but no one is obliged to pur- 
- sue any but its own course to attain that object. 

The United States' Temperance Union Consists of the officers of the 
American Temperance Society, and of each of the State Temperance 
Societies, or of a delegation equal to their number, appointed by theui. 

Enough has been done to show that the principles adopted are cor- 
rect, and the means used efficacious. Let them be universally and 
perseveringly applied, an£ with the divine blessing, the object will be 
accomplished. Abstinence from the use of that which intoxicates, 
while it will tend to promote the bodily and spiritual, the temporal 
and eternal good of mankind, will also cause drunkenness to cease from 
the earth. Sobriety, with its attendant blessings, will become univer- 
sal, and the time.be hastened, when the will of God shall be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven. 

At the National Temperance Convention, held at Saratoga Springs, 
in 1836, the Union was re-organized, under the name of the American 
Temperance Union, and officers were elected. The pledge of total 
abstinence from all intoxicating liquors was adopted by the Convert 
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tioQ, and became thenceforth the pledge of the Union. With * sub- 
stitution of intoxicating liquor for ardent spirit, the foregoing resolu- 
tions express, in the main, the present principles of the American Tem- 
perance Union. 



: F.(P. 18.) 

Vermont state temperance society, 
Held its anniversary October 13. The meeting, which was well 
attended, was one of unusual interest. The Report of the Secretary- 
presented no unusual advance of the cause, but exhibited many en- 
couraging prospects. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE SOCIETY, 

Held its annual meeting at Concord, June 9, and resolved, " that while 
we repent of past indolence, we pledge ourselves to God, and the com- 
munity, and to each other, to be more zealous and active for the future. 

MAINE TEMPERANCE UNION. 

The Fourth Anniversary of the Maine Temperance Union was held 
at Augusta, the 2d Feb. The meetings extended through two days 
and two evenings, and were exceedingly . interesting. The report read 
by the Corresponding Secretary was animating and encouraging. The 
circulation of the Gazette has mcreased about 50 per cent during the 
year. Rev. Mr. Lovejoy had proved a very efficient agent through- 
out the year. Reports were given, with statistics frpm 25 towns. In 
these towns little had been done to promote the cause, yet in some there 
had been much advance, particularly in Kennebunk. Machias, the 
banner town, being without a licensed house. Old obstacles to the cause, 
such as want of interest in its friends, fear of displeasing those who are 
implicated in the traffic, example of some professing Christians, love 
of money and love of rum, fashion, inconsistence of professed friends, 
-still exist. Wine drinking in social parties is nearly abandoned in 
most of those places from which returns have been received. Tem- 
perance taverns were rising. At the annual meeting the State was 
divided into three sections, each of which was put under an efficient 
Executive Committee. The results have already been happy. A great 
impulse has been given to the cause by the formation in March of a 
Washington Temperance Society at Augusta, and others since in several 
places. A considerable number of drunkards have been reformed, and 
are diffusing great joy among their families. 

MASSACHUSETTS TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

This ancient institution held ks 29th anniversary May 28, 1841. Br. 
J. Warren in the chair. The annual Report was read by x Dr. Walter 
Charming, Secretary. 

During the past year the Society have published the Annual Report 
for 1840, several editions of the tract entitled Doings of a Spirit Shop, 
Cranberry Meadow, and other smaller publications, and at the late 
Simultaneous Temperance Anniversary, they purchased and presented 
to the children of the city 4000 of the Youth's Temperance Lecturer, 
by Dr. C. Jewett. They have also circulated various other temper- 
ance publications of a useful character, so far as the limited state of the 
Society's finances would admit. 
8 
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T^e Report dwelt principally on the mmtton% the , 
changes which have occurred in the reform of intemperate men daring 
the year, and the duties of temperance men and of the public arising 
out of these changes. 

MASSACHUSETTS TEMPERANCE UNION. 

The Anniversary of the Union was held at Boston, May 25, 1841. 
The Report was read by Nathan Crosby. The Union have pursued a 
course of vigorous and most efficient action throughout the year. Its ob- 
ject has been to place the monthly journal of the Union, a monthly 
tract, and an almanac into every iamily in the State. It has accom- 
plished it to a great extent. Dr. Jewett and Mr. Crosby have visited 
most of the towns of the State as agents. Members have been received 
on a payment of one dollar a year. The results of labor ia obtaining 
signers to the pledge and dosing dram shops has been great. A City 
Total Abstinence Society" has been organized in Boston with 2000 
members. 

CONNECTICUT STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The Anniversary of the Connecticut State Society was held 
on the 29th of May, 1841. The Society was reorganized by an adop- 
tion of the Total Abstinence Pledge, and the Hon. Thomas S. 
Williams, Chief Justice of the State, was chosen President, and Chas. J. 
Warren, Corresponding Secretary. Most of the county and. town 
societies have kept up their regular meetings through the year, the 
others have neglected them wholly. The new license law referring 
the subject of license to the towns, has, in some places operated favor- 
ably, in others it has thrown open the traffic indiscriminately to the 
great detriment of the community. Connecticut has had no temper- 
ance press, but has been supplied with the publications of the Union. 
Mr. Warren is engaged by the Executive Committee to act as State 
Agent 

NEW JERSEY STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The anniversary of this society was held at Trenton on the 29th Jan- 
uary. On account of the badness of the roads, and a severe storm, 
but few delegates were present A good spirit was manifested, and 
some important resolutions were adoped. A memorial was sent to 
the Legislature, praying that, in view of the evils flowing from intem- 
perance, and the traffic in intoxicating drinks, they would pass such 
laws as shall prohibit any one from selling them unless he have pre- 
viously obtained the consent and approval of a majority of the legal vo- 
ters ot the corporation or township in which the applicant resides. 

NEW YORK STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The twelfth anniversary of this venerable institution was held at 
Albany, in the Pearl street Baptist Church, on Wednesday, the 10th of 
Feb. A large delegation was present. In the business meeting a new 
constitution was adopted, more adapted to the advanced state of the 
cause. In the evening, the spacious church, aisles, stairs and all, were 
crowded with an attentive audience. The Report of the Executive 
Committee, as usual, was an able and interesting document; taking a 
wide and glowing view of the progress of temperance in the earth, and 
famishing interesting details of itsadvance at home. During the year, 
201 new Temperance Societies have been formed, and 51,954 pledges 
to total abstinence obtained. Among these are several Catholic, and 
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a large nabtr of Youth's Temperance Societies. From the whol e 
state are reported 1570 Temperance Societies with 243,212 members 
pledged to total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks. Three hun- 
dred churches in the state have during the year substituted the " fruit 
of the Tine " for the alcoholic liquors they had previously used at the 
eucharist. The press have given its influence more than ever to the cause, 
and the ministry has labored in it with much power. The publi 
cations of the last year were 293,520, equal to 9,105,211 12mo. pages," 
making the whole, in nine years, 14,815,764 12mo. pages. Addresse 8 
were made by Rev. John M. Van Buren, B. R. Wood, Rev. Dr. Potter 
Several very important resolutions were adopted, and a large delega" 
tion appointed to the National Convention at Saratoga in July. 

PENNSYLVANIA STATE SOCIETY. 

This Society held a state Temperance Convention at Harrisburg in 
February, during the sitting of the legislature. Reports of delegates 
from various parts of the state were of an unusually animating charac- 
ter. The principles of total abstinence were represented as on the in- 
crease, ana their adoption by the Irish population was viewed as a sig- 
nal gain. The German population in that great state come slowly to 
the work. Yet m some of the German counties there have been great 
changes. 

DELAWARE STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of the Delaware State Temperance Society was 
held at Cantwells Bridge on the first Tuesday of May. 

Delaware is without a distillery. The county and local meetings 
have been well attended and done great things toward purifying the 
state. 

MARYLAND STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

This Society held its anniversary at Anapolis on the 25th of Feb* 
The Report was more favorable and animated than any which had 
ever been made. Wonders had been accomplished, especially in the 
reformation of drunkards in the city of Baltimore. 

KENTUCKY. 

The Fourth Annual Report of the Northern Kentucky Temperance 
Union was of a very favorable character, and shews much good ac- 
tion in Northern Kentucky.. The principles of the society have been 
advancing during the past year more steadily, silently, and* effectually 
than in any previous year. A convention was held at Washington, 
May 25, 1841. Thirty societies reported 3463 members. A State So- 
ciety is to be formed. A new temperance paper hasj been started in 
Kentucky, called the Temperance Banner. 

ILLINOIS STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The anniversary of this Society was held at Alton, on the 17th of 
Dec. An able and spirited report was presented bjr Mr. Corey, the 
Secretary. 

From this report it appears that in four years, this Society have sent 

out 400,000 Heralds, 1,000 permanent Documents, 300 Manuals, 1,000 

Temperance Reporters, 1,500 Sargent's Tales, and 100,000 Almanacs. 

The whole expenditure, $4^80, has been civen by members of the 

* Executive Committee. The only means used the last year have been 
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the circulating of the Herald. The great good reported has been a great 
and marked chance in regard to the necessity, utility and lawfulness, 
morally, of using liquors. Many interesting facts were given in the 
report, such as that 

Four-fifths of the merchants of the State have ceased dealing in spir- 
ituous liquor. 

The influence of temperance was most marked in the late Presiden- 
tial election. 

A marked change is visible among members of the Legislature. 

Inmost of the villages and settlements there are. temperance houses* 

Several infant settlements are without the means of drunkenness, 
and by charter, are to remain so. 

In a large number of churches total abstinence- is a term of com- 
munion. 

Nearly or quite all the steamboats that now leave the ports of Al- 
ton and St Louis, have recently, by mutual consent, dispensed with 
the practice of furnishing liquors for their tables. 

Many physicians ha,ve discarded Alcohol from their practice. 

Several distilleries, some large and profitable, have been stopped. 
. Many are the cases of remarkable reform from drunkenness. 

The existing license law, it is believed, has worked well. 

Judge Robbins an able man and warm friend of Temperance was 
appointed State Agent and immediately entered on his work. 

MISSOUBI STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society was held at St Louis, Jan. 21. 
The report was read by Br. Knox. The Temperance Herald, publish- 
ed at Alton and St Louis, has been the organ of the Society. Mr. 
Turner has continued indefatigable in his labors as an agent, has visit- 
ed 30 counties and delivered 120 lectures; has formed many new so- 
cieties, and reports a great number of the intelligent and virtuous of 
the community, throughout the State, as settled in the belief of the 
correctness and importance of the total abstinence principle. 

iowa. 
A Territorial meeting was held in Iowa in January, and a spirited 
society organized the year before with the resolution to commence the 
settlement of that beautiful county on true temperance principles, 
was represented as in a state of much prosperity. 

WISCONSIN. 

The annual meeting of the Wisconsin Territorial Temperance So- 
ciety was held in Prairie Village, Jan. 20 ; 21 Delegates were present 
from all the principal settlements in the Territory, and a good spirit 
pervaded the meeting. 17 societies were reported, with 1422 mem- 
bers ; 869 being added this year. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

A Temperance Convention has been held during the year at Ash- 
ville. The different temperance societies represented were numerous 
and devoted to the cause. Much has been done for temperance in the 
mountain counties. ' 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE SOCIETY. 

The Executive Committee of this society are conducting an able 
paper, and are constantly devising ways and means to give it a wider 
circulation. It is a strong support at tne South. , ■ 
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GEORGIA. 

A spirited temperance paper is maintained in this state. In 1839, 
more man 20,000 petitioners asked the Legislature to abolish the retail 
of spirituous liquors in this state ; and never did any movement unite 
more talent and character. The same spirit has been active in various 
ways during the past year, in the promotion of the cause. 

«, (P. 22.) 

TEMPERANCE RESOLUTIONS. 

Adopted ly the (Old School) Synod of Philadelphia, Oct. 1840. 
The Committee to which was referred the memorial presented by 
the Total Abstinence Society of Gettysburg, asking an expression of 
the Synod of Philadelphia respecting the manufacture, sale and use of 
intoxicating drinks, respectfully report the adoption of the following 
restitutions by the Synod. 

1. Resolved, That it is decidedly their opinion, that the ministers, 
elders, and members of the churches under its care, and others abstain 
from all intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 

2. Resolved, That the members of our churches be earnestly ex- 
horted and enjoined to refrain from the manufacture and sale of them. 

3. Resolved, That a renewed impulse should, if possible, be given 
to the progress of the temperance cause, to arrest the great and mani- 
fold evils arising from the drinks in question, that a wholesome reform 
be effected as widely as the bounds of our country and the world in 
the habits of all now given to the use of any alcoholic drinks. 

4. Resolved., That this Synod would most affectionately and firmly 
say to the members of the churches, that they are utterly at a loss to 
know how, amidst the light which beams on this subject at the pre- 
sent day, any communicating members of the church of Jesus Christ 
can reconcile it with his views of Christian duty to manufacture or to 
use such drinks, or to sell them to others, or to rent a public house to 
any one intending to. engage in the traffic, or to sign a petition to the 
court to license any house in which such drinks are to be sold, and 
they do most earnestly beg their^brethren seriously and solemnly to 
consider the most important subject, and at once and for ever renounce 
a business so fraught with ruin to others, and that may be a source of 
deep and bitter regret to themselves on a death bed. 

5. Resolved, That the above resolutions be published in the Presby- 
terian, and that the pastors be directed to read them from their pulpits 
to the people of their charge. 

At a meeting of the (New School) Synod of Pennsylvania, October 
27th, a letter from the Executive Committee of the New York Tem- 
perance Society induced resolutions, which urge continued and increas- 
, ing effort on the Church in this noble cause ; and a recommendation, 
which the interest and activity of the clergy should never need— to 
present the subject of total abstinence to every church and congrega- 
tion within its bounds, at least once a year ; and also that frequent, it 
matters not how frequent, meetings be held for the presentation of the 
subject ; and that the projected Convention at Harrisburg, in January 
next, be as numerously attended as possible. 

The Philadelphia Methodist Conference, on the 15th March, adopted 
the following resolutions on temperance. 
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1. Resolved, That we regard the temperance cause with increasing 
interest, and greatly rejoice in its triumphs both in our own country 
and in foreign lands, daring the past year. 

2. Resttved, That total abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, as 
a beverage, is the only course that can be depended on. either for the 
prevention or cure of drunkenness, and that we earnestly teoonunead 
this course to all our people. 

3. Resolved, That we consider tile traffic in intoxicating liquors in- 
consistent with pure Christian morality, and that we enjoin upon our 
preachers more strenuous efforts to induce all our members to abandon 
this traffic 

4. Resolved, That as our rules forbid the use of spirituous liquor* 
as a bererage, except in cases of necessity; and as it is now fully es- 
tablished that there is no necessity for their use by men of health; it 
is disobedience to the order and discipline of the Church for our mem- 
bers to use them. , 



At the last meeting of the New York Conference of Reformed 
Methodists held at Onondaga, the following resolution was adopted: 

Whereas we are commanded to '*be ready to every good work," 
and believing that the temperance cause presents the most rational and 
efficient means of removing one of the greatest evils mat ever dis- 
graced humanity ; an evil mat is filling our poor-houses with paupers, 
our jails and prisons with criminals — spreading distress, misery, and 
degradation throughout our land : therefore, 

Resolved, That we advise all our brethren to give to the Temper- 
ance cause— a cause that* under God, has already done much to dry 
up the fountain of domestic misery, and pluck many, who had gone 
for in the road to ruin, as brands from eternal burning — their influence 
and decided and vigorous support 

The Svnod of Cincinnati, (New School) at their October, 1840, ses- 
sion, in Iroy, adopted the following resolutions : — 

A circular from the New York State Temperance Society was read, 
and referred to a committee whose report was adopted as follows: 

Resolved, That the use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage ought 
not to be tolerated in our churches, and that our presbyteries be re- 
quested carefully to watch over their ministers, licentiates and churches 
in respect to this practice. 

Resolved, That we beseech members of our communion, " by the 
mercies of God," to refrain from making or selling intoxicating drinks, 
and from providing or selling the materials to those who manufacture 
them. 

Resolved, That as citizens, Christians, and Christian ministers, we 
deolore the use which has been made of the cry of "hard cider," the 
lifting up of casks, the bacchanalian songs and other insignia of intem- 
perance, by party politicians at the present day, as in our judgment 
calculated to encourage the use of intoxicating drinks, and lead to the 
miseries of inebriation. 

f* The New Jersey Baptist Association, at its last meeting, resolved to 
abstain from all intoxicating liquors as a beverage, &c Several of 
the churches have adopted the principle and pledge of total abstinence 
from all intoxicating drinks as a term of communion, and speak of the 
benefit derived from the pledge being made a test of membership 
among them. 
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Extract from the Report of the New York State Temperance Society. 

A large number of churches in the State of New York, during the 
last year have substituted iC the fruit of the vine " for the alcoholic li- 
quors they had previously used at the eucharist There are now in the 
state nearly three hundred such churches. On this subject, the Exec- 
utive Committee have held, and do hold, that it is exclusively the right 
of churches or ecclesiastical judicatories to determine what shalfor 
shall not be used in any of their ordinances. But, as temperance men 
and Christians, we rejoice that science has demonstrated alcohol is no 
more *' the fruit of the vine," than muriatic-acid is sea-water ; or mias- 
ma a healthy living vegetable 3ubstance. 

Extract of a Letter from Rev] John Frost f of WatervilU % N. Y. to 
the Editor of the New York Evangelist. 

Watebvtlle, Jaw 29, 1841. 

Before the communion at the commencement of the present year, 
the Presbyterian church in this place held a meeting for the purpose 
of discussing the question, whether alcoholic wine should not be dis- 
pensed with ; and wine made from dried grapes substituted. 

The subject was fully and freely discussed. In addition to the ob- 
iection to alcoholic wine, it was stated by one of our physicians, and 
by some of the most intelligent members of the church, that there 
was the most satisfactory evidence that nineteen-twentieths of what 
was sold for wines was manufactured in this country; that these 
wines were made of diluted spirits sweetened, of sour cider and wine, 
into which was put sugar of lead, logwood, and other drugs, some of 
which were of a poisonous and unhealthy nature. It was remarked, 
that were the materials of which most of the wines used in our 
churches were made, brought to the communion table, and prepared 
in the presence of the communicants, they would be shocked at such 
a desecration of the ordinance, and would refuse to partake of the base 
mixtures. It was further stated that by using such liquors under the 
name of wine, our churches were encouraging their manufacture. 
After a full discussion, alT the members of the church, male and fe- 
male, who were in favor of substituting wine made] from the dried 
* fruit of the vine,' instead of that heretofore used, were requesced to 
rise, when every member present rose. 

Four} pounds off the best box raisins were procured, and put in a 
jar with one gallon of water, and kept in a warm place for two or 
three days. The liquor was then strained, and poured off after set- 
tling. 

This was found a delicious beverage. It was used at our commu- 
nion, and so far as I know, every member was gratified with the 
change. I have been thus particular, hoping that it may have some 
influence to induce churches which use the base alcoholic mixtures 
above named, to abandon them, and substitute this or some other un- 
fermented wine. 

There are now in this vicinity, eight or ten churches, which use 
wine made frontf the raisin.— The labor of preparing this wine is lit- 
tle, and the expense no more than that of the alcoholic mixtures ordi- 
narily used. ' 
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Letter from John Dunlop, Esq., President of the Western Temper- 
ance Union, Scotland, to the President of the Montreal Society. 

54, Charlotte Street, Portland Place, \ 
London, March 22d, 1841. J 

Dear Sir, — I have just received your favor of 8th ultimo, directed to 
the Glen, at Greenock. 

The views of the friends of temperance having made progress, it is 
not a matter of wonder that a question should have arisen on the sub- 
ject of the beverage used in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. This 
has latterly proved itself to be not merely a theoretical, but a practical 
question, and one of importance. 

It' appears that in those churches where the sacrament is adminis- 
tered as often as once a week, serious injury has arisen by the present 
method of using alcoholic wines. Men have been so tempted by the 
' sight, smell, and taste of their old seducer, that they have been en- 
ticed to habits of inebriation again. This circumstance, you will ob- 
serve, reduces the subject into a more questionable shape, tnan where 
the point was only, whether there was a probability that the blessed 
Savior used non-alcoholic fruit of the vine, in the institution of the 
ordinance. 

But the settlement of the last point is also one of importance : and 
I think that the opinion of those here, who are candidly looking into 
the subject, is gradually and steadily verging towards the idea, that 
the unvitiated, unfermented juice of the grarje, was the real element 
made use of in establishing the sacred institution. And therefore, 
whatever may be the view Christians hold as to the Savior's use of 
the fermented wines of Judea, at marriage feasts and other occasions, 
it seems clear, that we are enjoined to use unfermented wine in the 
Lord's Supper. There remains no farther injunction at all in Scripture, 
referring to the use of fermented wine; as the supper is the only occa- 
sion where any formal order on the subject of the partaking of wine is 
made at all, if we except the medical recommendation from Paul to 
Timothy. This may neutralize the ialse position often assumed, that 
our abstinence is contrary to Scripture. 

The principal argument that seems nearly decisive of the question, 
is the phrase used of " fruit of the vine," toe., in the institution of the 
ordinance. And this has been considered as fortified by the considera- 
tion that it was unlawful to have fermented liquor in the house of a 
Jew, during the time of the Passover feast. On the general point, as 
whether the beverage at Cana were intoxicating, &c, it seems clear 
that among the Jews* Greeks, Romans, Persians, and other ancient 
people, nearly as much unfermented wine was made use of as the 
contrary. The choice comes to this, whether of these two did the 
Savior use at Cana, &c. Some infer that it could not have been 
the poisonous kind, and that of which it is said in Scripture, it is a 
mocker. 

Some light seems to me to be thrown on this part of the subject, 
.from those hints in Scripture where we are informed what the diet, 
beverage, &c. of the ancients were. Thus the repast given by Abra- 
ham to the Angels — Hagar's beverage, Jael's — the diet of Boaz and 
Nabal's reapers— the fourteen articles gifted to David from Barzillai— 
the loaves and fishes (no wine) — the Savior's repast, fish and honey- 
comb,— all without fermented beverage. 
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Ih general, the Temperance erase is making steady progress in this 
county. The great obstacle is the artificial and compulsory system of 
drinking usages, drink fines and lootings in workshops, and the con- 
nection of strong drink with courtesy and etiquette in domestic life, 
A central association has been established in London, to attempt the 
abrogation of this very oppressive system; and there is the prospect 
of a protective fund being instituted to defend workmen who are 
driven from their shops as a punishment for controverting the drinking 
usages. 

Although I look forward with hope and pleasure to meet my Tem- 
perance mends on your side of the Atlantic, at some period, I am afraid 
that the Saratoga meeting will arrive too soon for my capacity to take 
advantage of it. 

There is now so much Temperance literature afloat, that it is diffi- 
cult to select. The Reports of the New British and Foreign Temper* 
ance Society contain much valuable information ; Bacchus aud Anti- 
Bacchus; Baker's Curse and Idolatry,' are our most popular works of 
any size. 

The circumstance of the use of strong liquor being interlaced, inter* 
woven, complicated in hundreds of arbitrary methods, with all the 
sentiments, habits, end practices of life in this country, make the 
Temperance Reformation one of slow progress. And as the upper 
ranks, the arbitrators of etiquette and usage, are almost totally hoe- 
tile, it is clear that the strength of another arm than that of man must 
be interposed to this high argument, before Temperance shall become 
national in Great Britain. 

With kind regards to your Committee and friends, 

I am, dear sir, your faithful servant 
i John Duhlop* 



H. (P. 22.) 
bsdloe's island, n. y. 
This fort is a recruiting rendezvous to discipline and furnish treops 
for the army. It usually contains between two and three hundred 
men, and sends away in monthly squadrons to join the service, about 
fifteen hundred troops in a year. The recruits are chiefly obtained in 
this city, and previous to enlistment have generally blighted their pros- 
pects and debased themselves by« inebriety. Temperance addresses 
and the distribution of suitable publications first kindled an interest 
amongst them on lite subject, which by the management of the ex- 
cellent chaplln, resulted in the organization of a society. But that 
which invests the association with special interest, is the peculiar ad- 
vantages it enjoys for extensive usefulness. By an admirable regula- 
tion the constitution provides that every squadron which leaves the 
Fort, shall go out a branch of the original organization, a thoroughly 
organized Temperance Society with obligations to correspond with, 
and report to the parent association. The advantages for moral and 
religious instruction and discipline enjoyed by the troops at this place, 
are probably unsurpassed at any other station. And when it is recol- 
iected that five-hundred persons a year, are here inducted into tempe- 
rance principles, and are sent out in little bands as Temperance Socie- 
ties to different and distant parts of the country that are most difficult 
of access, but where temperance is most needed— united, moreover, in 
9 ' 



Digitized by VjO-OQ I.C 



tf6 APPENDIX. 

sympathy tod profession by a common bond of abttkence, h is not 
easy to estimate the good, tney may be enabled to accomplish. 

In a letter to R. M. Hartley, Esq., Secretary of the N. Y. City Tem- 
perance Society, from whom we received the above statement, Revt 
Wm. Burnet, chaplain at the Fort, stated the following interesting 
facts in January last. 

Sir, — You may recollect, that the Temp. Society at this place, was 
formed on the 2d day of Oct, 1839, when addresses on the subject were 
delivered by yourself, and Messrs. Reese and Porter. At that meeting 
sixty-nine signatures to the total abstinence pledge were obtained; of- 
ficers and men engaged in the work with ardor, and an organization 
was effected on the spot Since that period, by the distribution of tem- 
perance publications, and two or three meetings each month, usually 
addressed by the non-commissioned officers and recruits at the fort, a 
very lively interest in the subject has been sustained, so that up to the 
1st of January, 1841, a period of less than eighteen months, the names 
of more than one thousand persons have been enrolled on the pledge as 
members of the society. 

It is an interesting fact, that the effects of the association have not 
been merely restraining and preventive, but that its influence to a great 
extent has been reformatory. Great numbers whose lives had been 
one continued scene of intoxication, whose health and faculties had 
been broken down by their excesses, and all whose prospects for this ' 
and for a better life were filled with doom and the most fearful fore- 
bodings, have been reclaimed— and snail I say redeemed ? Yes ; to 
many the Temperance Society has not only come as an angel of mer- 
cy to set open the prison doors, and proclaim deliverance to the cap- 
tive, but also to announce the acceptable year of the Lord. It has pre- 
pared the way for the operations of Divine truth, and many through 
unbounded grace, have been converted to God. You know there are 
many youths here, who have enlisted for the purpose of learning mu- 
sic, many of these have not only joined the society, but some, we trust, 
have become the subjects of converting grace. They have thus, in 
early life, taken the surest course to fortify themselves against tempta- 
tion ; and if found faithful to their pledge, will not only secure to them- 
selves the inestimable blessing of temperance, but by their example 
and influence, prove a blessing to others. As near as I am enabled to- 
estimate, at least two hundred conversions have occurred auhis station 
within the past two years, 

A great proportion of the members of our Society have been trans- 
ferred to Florida and other places. But a correspondence being kept 
up between these and the parent Association, a watchful eye is kept 
over them, and we are informed from time to time of the fidelity with 
which they adhere to the pledge. In consequence of this vigilance, 
there have been 22 expulsions, and 17 have voluntarily withdrawn. 

While a squadron from this station were at St Augustine, East Flo- 
rida, and other places where temptations to inebriety abound, accord- 
ing to a letter received, not an instance of a breach of discipline on ac- 
count of intoxication had occurred, although among them were some 
who had been habitual inebriates for years. 

On New Year's day we had a temperance dinner at the Fort, with 
plenty of good cheer, but not a drop of intoxicating liquor. A very nu- 
merous party sat down to the table, and every guest appeared to be 
the happier and better for the entertainment But on particulars of 
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this kind I must not dwell. I only add that a temperance meeting 
was held on the evening of the same day, and 67 new members were 
added to the Society. 



I. (P. 23.) 

During a protracted meeting in the Presbyterian Church at Water- 
ville, N. Y., Ilov. 7, 1840, the question, Is it morally right for profes- 
sors of religion to furnish materials for the manufacture of intoxicating 
liquors ? came under discussion. In that place there were three estab- 
lishments which consumed about 100,000 bushels of potatoes annually, 
nearly the same amount of grain, and a considerable quantity of apples 
and cider, and 3000 cords of wood, all pouring upon the community 
40,000 gallons of whisky. In the gain of furnishing, professors of re- 

Kon in that place and vicinity were partakers to the great detriment 
heir religion. During the meeting, and while much seriousness 
pervaded the place, a man was seized with the delirium tremens. He 
nad been one of the head men in one of the distilleries, and his horrors 
were great and terminated in death. The case deeply affected the 
community and led to the discussion. In view of the arguments used 
against the practise many professors were struck dumb. A day of 
fasting and prayer was agreed upon for the extermination of this sin 
from the churches. Several made confession, and 160 signed a paper 
pledging themselves to furnish no longer. A funeral sermon was 
preached at the burial of the man who had died, from Hab. ii. 15, in 
which the subject was further ably investigated ; which greatly increased 
the sentiment that they who furnished the materials were responsible 
for the evils resulting from the use of strong drink. The Baptist Church 
appointed a meeting to discuss the question whether the furnishing the 
materials for distilleries was an immorality and a disciplinary offence. 
A majority were in the affirmative. And though some continue the 
practise it is believed the death blow is struck, and the practice will be 
exterminated from the church here, and this vicinity. Some out of the 
church here have abandoned their practice.— iV*. Y. Evangefat. 



K. (P. 25.) 

DI8TILLERIE8. 

Statistics obtained by the Boston Post, from the census tables of the 
United States Marshal, for the State of Massachusetts. 

Number of distilleries in the state, . . 37 

Number of gallons produced, . . 5,177,910 

Of which Boston contains .... 17 

Number of gallons produced, 4,108,042 

Number of breweries, .... 7 

Number of gallons produced, . 429,800 

Of which Boston contains . . . 2 

Number of gallons produced, . _. 195,000 

Capital invested in breweries and distilleries, $963,100 

Of which invested in Boston, . . . 820,528 
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ZHSTILLHBIE8 III THE UNITED 8TATBE. 

We are indebted to the Hon. Wm. Slade, of Vermont, for a cow 
from the records of the Department of State, of the number of Distil- 
leries in each of the States, and gallons distilled— as exhibited in the 
returns of the last census. 

8tates. No. of DtotiBerk* 



Maine, 


3 


190,000 


New Hampsh 


ire, . 5 


31,244 


Vermont, 


. 2 


3,500 


Massachusetts 


> • 37 


5477,910 


Connecticut, 


. 71 


215,892 


Rhode Island, 


4 


855,000 


New Jersey, 


. 38 


356,417 


New York, . 


. 219 


4,008,616 


Pennsylvania, 


. 707 


8,784,138 


Delaware, 


3 


39,500 


Maryland, 


. 73 


342,813 


Virginia, 


. 1450 


882,516 


North Carolin 


», , 2798 


1,938,741 


South Carolin 


a, . 251 


102,288 


Georgia, 


. 350 


528,392 


Alabama, 


. 185 


127,261 


Mississippi, 


. 15 


3,150 


Louisiana, 


5 


291,520 


Tennessee, 


. 1381 


1,080,693 


Arkansas, 


. 47 


17,215 


Kentucky, 


. 891 


1,700,705 


Missouri, 


. 215 


328,898 


Illinois, 


. 150 


1,429,119 . 


Indiana, 


. 322 


1,786,964 


Ohio, 


. 373 


6,466,357 


Michigan, 


. 59 


544,066 


Iowa, 


2 


4,310 


District of Col 


umbia, 1 


6,000 
36,343,336 




9,657 




It. (P. 26.) 





A few statistics hate been presented from prisons and alms houses the 
past year confirming the results of former investigations, that most of 
the pauperism and crime of the country is the result of intemperance* 

Into the Portland alms house there were 

Admitted from April 1st, 1838, to April 4th, 1840, 715 

Chargeable to intemperance, 665 

Doubtful, 20 

Not chargeable to intemperance, 30 
Of the thirty not chargeable to intemperance, seven were Canadians 

passing through town, who were in the house but one day. 

Of those assisted by the city, exclusive of those in the alms house, 

from April 1st, 1838, to February 22d, 1841— 

Whole number, 1,728 

Chargeable to intemperance, 1,620 

Doubtful, 38 

Other causes than intemperance, 67 
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Of eighty seven oommimd to jail ia 1840, six ate known to hart 
been sent there for offences arising from the nee of ardent spirits* The 
remaining twenty five were principally- boys, who were probably the 
children of intemperate parents. 

STATE PBIflOlf— rlUSiACHUSBTTS* 

A Joint Committee of the Massachusetts Legislature have made to 
that body, a report respecting the State Prison. It appears that the 
establishment is too strait for their criminals. The committee mention 
, the cause : 

*' It appeared in evidence before your Committee, during their inves- 
tigations, in relation to the present crowded state of the prison, what 
has, indeed, been the result of their own observation as members, of 
the community, -that, could we, by any means placed within our 
power, annihilate the numerous dramshops, which now, like so many 
plague-spots, infect our community, we should dry up the principal 
fountain of crime, and should, in the sententious but expressive lan- 
guage of one of the officers of the prison, " have rooms to let " in our 
now overflowing penitentiary. 

" Neither on this subject is any legislation proposed by the Commit- 
tee ; but they do not, therefore, wish to be understood as intimating, 
or as believing, that nothing more can be, ought, to be, or will be done, 
to check and remove this tremendous evil ; on the contrary, they be- 
lieve that the moral sense of a religious and enlightened community 
will not slumber over such an evil and its dreadful devastations,— -but 
that it will awaken with renewed energy; and, advised by the expe- 
rience of the past, that new and increased efforts will be made, and 
with new and greater success, founded upon and prompted by a sense 
of individual duty, responding to the calls of tempted, suffering and 
degraded humanity." 

In Boston alms houses there were supported last year 14,912 pau- 
pers ; out of the alms house, 7,768. Of the whole number, 8,287 were 
known to be paupers through intemperance, and nearly all this origi- 
nated in dramshops. The tax for the support of paupers was 40,000 
dollars. 

House of Correction. — A most appalling fact worthy of notice in 
the statistics of this Report is, that ot seven hundred and eleven, the 
whole number committed during the year, three hundred and seventy 
one were sentenced as " Common Drunkards," and that two hundred 
aid seventy seven of the whole number sentenced, were under thirty 
years of age. 

RHODE ISLAND. 

Of the fifteen convicts now in the Rhode Island State Prison, ten, or 
two thirds of the number, were addicted to habits of intoxication at 
the time when they committed the crimes for which they were im- 
prisoned. Nothing could be learned concerning the habits ot the re- 
maining five. 

One of the ten brought to ruin by intemperance killed his wife in a 

^drunken family quarrel. Another, a Narragansett Indian, remarkable 

for his good qualities when free from the maddening effects of rum, 

committed murder while in a Jit of intoxication. Another, a young • 

man oi twenty-six years, formerly a Sabbath School teacher, committed 
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a forgery when under the influence of strong drink. Another, notori- 
ous for intemperance, having had a contention with a minister of die 
place where he resided, entered the meeting house, took the Bible, car- 
ried it to his home, and burnt it He is married, and the father of 
seven children. 

Individuals committed to the Providence County Jail, in 1839, 243 ; 
in 1840, 240. It is the opinion of the warden of the prison, and the 
keeper of the jail, that nine-tenths of all the commitments, as above 
stated, were on account of intemperance. One man now in prison 
awaiting his trial on a charge of murder, was very intemperate, and 
had made up his mind to commit suicide ; he succeeded in suspending 
himself by the neck— was discovered and cut down by an individual 
who wished to save his life J as soon as he recovered himself, he plunged 
a knife into the body of his friend, inflicting a wound which proved 
mortal. 

Since the Irish Temperance Reformation commenced in Providence 
and vicinity, a great diminution in crime and peace-breaking has taken 
place among that portion of the community, as appears from compar- 
ing the number of commitments, and the proportion of foreigners, for 
three months succeeding the reformation, with the corresponding three 
months a year ago. 

In November and December, 1839, and January, 1840, fifty-seven 
persons were committed; of this number, twenty one were foreigners* 

In November and December, 1840, and January, 1841, thirty-eight 
persons; of this number, five only were foreigners, — which shows a 
railing off of three-fourths in the commitments of foreigners since the 
Irish reformation. 

The admissions into the Dexter Asylum from February 9th, 1839, to 
February 9th, 1841, two years, were one hundred and "fifty-five* Of 
this number seventy»six were persons of known intemperate habits, 
five cases of delirium tremens, fifteen cases of insanity, and seventy- 
four persons whose habits are unknown. Allowing one half of those 
of doubtful habits to have been brought to destitution through intem- 
perance, and allowing one half of the cases of insanity to have been 
caused by intemperance, about four-fifths of the whole number of ad- 
missions to the Asylum, are found to be in consequence of the use of 
intoxicating drink. 

HAETFORD, CT. 

Of eighty cases brought before the courts in Hartford Ct., four were 
acquitted on trial, and one was insane, leaving seventy five cases of 
conviction: of these, two were cases of drunkenness. 

Thirty two were crimes committed under the influence of intoxica- 
tion. In most of these cases, the previous habits, so far as known, 
were intemperate. 

Fourteen were crimes, not known to be committed in a state of inr 
toxication, but committed by persons of known intemperate habits — 
some of them of the most confirmed and debasing character — leaving 
no doubt as to the connection of their intemperance with their crime. 

In two, intemperance was .indirectly the occasion of the crime. 

Twenty five were crimes not committed in a state of intoxication. 
In some of these cases the previous habits were known to be temper- 
ate ; in others nothing was known on the subject. 
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NORWICH, CI. 



The undersigned have taken the trouble to visit the County Jail and 
the Alms-house (in Norwich, Con.,) for the purpose of ascertaining 
the extent of the influence of intemperance as a cause of pauperism 
and crime; and the following is the result of their examination: 

In the Alms House they found 29 individuals, of which, 26 are 
adults, and 3 boys. Of the 26 adults, 21 are intemperate themselves, 
and two came there from the intemperance of others. One of the 
boys Has an intemperate mother. Therefore, of 26 adults, 23 came 
there from intemperance. And they found that of the three remain- 
ing adults, one had an intemperate iather, and another had an intem- 
perate mother, but they were not sure that intemperance was the 
cause of their being at the Alms House. 

At the County Jail in this town, they found that there had been 
during the year 1840, 86 commitments. Of these, 33 were for the 
crime of intemperance, and 48 for crimes of which intemperance was 
known to be the chief cause* Therefore, intemperance was the chief 
cause of 81 out of 86 commitments. It is worthy of remark, that of the 
33 commitments for the crime of intemperance, 30 were from this 
town. 

Signed by W. Hooker, 

Norwich, Jan. 16. J. V. Wilson. 



EXTRACT FBOM A CIRCULAR OF THE NEW YORK CITY TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

The annual report of the Comptroller of the City of New York, ex- 
hibits the cost of pauperism and crime in the city for the year ending 
with the 31st of December, 1839. It is an established feet, that at least 
three-fourths of the cases of pauperism, and three-fourths of the of- 
fences against the laws, are attributable to strong drink. 

Value of city property in the Alms-house, Halls of Justice, Penitentia- 
ry, and Bridewell, in 1839, $1,500,000 ; which, at seven percent, inter- 
est per annum, would yield $105,000 00 

Expenses of the city during the year under the follow- 
ing heads of account : 
♦ Alms-house, 

Bellevue Hospital, 

Courts, 

Charities, 

Halls of Justice, 

House of Detention, 

House of Refuge, 

Justices' Courts, 

Lunatic Asylum, 
! Police, , 

Salaries, 

Total, 

Three-fourths of this enormous expenditure being chargeable to in- 
toxicating drinks, is $443,655 76. The cost of the City Watch is 
$233,527 76. But for strong drink the one-half of this sum would be 



£275,000 26 


6,688 00 


39,384 31 


3,248 48 


5,448 86 


128 46 


21,450 00 


14,956 58 


30,000 00 


35,759 27 


54,476 35 


591,541 03 
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saved, which half added to the above, and the grand total is 
$560,419 64. 

The city tax the last year wa& $1,352,832 58* Of course more than 
two-fifths of this sum. or about/orty-too cents of every dollar paid as 
tax, is occasioned by intemperance. 

From the special report of the commissioners ef the Alms-house de- 
partment, dated April 6th, 1840, we learn, that the total number of 
inmates in the Alms-house, Penitentiary, and Bridewell, during the 
past year, was 37,625; three-fourths of tins number, or 28,218, having 
Seen brought, to these places by drunkenness, we have the appalling 
fact, that nearly one-tenth of the inhabitants are made paupers or fel- 
ons by intemperance. According to the united testimony of Hugh 
Maxwell, Esq., and the Hon. Judge Edwards, but three cases ofmur- 
der have occurred in this city for the last twenty-two years,which 
could not be traced to strong drink as the cause. 

ALBANY- 

From a printed statement of the accounts of the city and county of 
Albany, as audited by the board of supervisors, it appears that the ex- 
penditures for the last year's crime and pauperism is about $51,000, 
while the common school tax for the same period amounts to only 
11,000. Of this 51,000, more than half was expended for the poor. 
Could there well be a people more liberal in educating for the state 
prison, or more economical in educating for good citizenship ! 

ORANGE COUNTY, N. Y. 

In seven towns in this county, there are seventy-one licensed taverns 
and grocers; and in Newburg alone, eighty-eight. Some distilleries 
that some years since stopped, recommenced operations. Last Sep- 
tember there were thirteen distilleries manufacturing whisky in one 
town. One of the distillers obtained license of the commissioners to 
sell liquor by the small. The amount paid for the support of the poor 
in this county, the last year, was THIRTEEN THOUSAN DOL- 
LARS ; what portion of this was paid for intemperance appears from 
the following statement from the county records : 

Brought to the poor-house, within eleven months previous to Septem- 
ber 26th, 1840, three hundred and four. 

Not through intemperance, seven. t 

Doubtful, fifteen. 

Through intemperance directly or indirectly, two hundred and 
eighty-two. 

MOSES SAWYER, Keeper. 

Jail report, from November, 1839, to September, 1840 : 182 com- 
mitments — sober, nine ; doubtful, nine ; in consequence of intemper- 
ance, 164. On the first of September, twenty-three were in prison, and 
all came there through intemperance. 

Attest. ROBERT L. HATHE WAY, Sheriff. 

BALTIMORE CITY AND. COUNTY JAIL. 

By the Report of the Visiters of the Jail of Baltimore City and Coun- 
ty, it appears that the whole number of persons committed during the 
year, ending 26th November, 1840, was 1730, viz: 1107 white and 623 
colored. The daily number of prisoners has averaged 79— from the 
city 73, and county 6. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AIYBNDlX. 73 

The whole expenses of the prison, including repairs, amounted in the 
same period to $8,441 45, of which the city*e proportion is $7,764 73, 
being twelve-thirteenths of the whole amount. The city's proportion 
of the fees received at the Jail, amounted to $2,103 24, and from mon- 
eys received from licenses to retailers of spirituous liquors $874 04*-> 
leaving the actual demand to be met by taxes on assessable property 
of the city, $4,767 45. The report shows a balance in favor of the 
oounty of $1,145 75, and it is believed no levy will be required of the 
county this year. I 

CONDITION Or THE OHIO PEN^tBNTUaT. 

On Dec. let, 1840, there were in the prison 488 convict*. 
White males 434 

do females 3 

Black males 47 

do females 4 

225* had been married : 
250 had not been married : 
64 were widowers : 
10 had been liberally educated : 
121 had received an academical education : 
199 could read, write and cipher : 
87 could read and write only : 
105 could read only : 
59 could not read the bible: 
126 grossly intemperate : 
222 moderate drinkers : 
125 total abstinents: 

115 who were intoxicated when the crimes were perpe- 
trated for which they were incarcerated. 
— [Annual Report of the Warden of the Ohio Penitentiary.] 

CLEVELAND, OHIO. } 

The township of Cleveland expended, as appears from the books of 
the County Auditor, the sum of $2560,42 ; but in addition to this, or* 
ders were issued to the amount of $400, payable one year after date, 
making the aotual expenditure of the township for the year, 
$2960,42. L 

Of this amount; only $130,36 was expended for other than pauper 
purposes, making the pauper charge of the township for the year, 
$2830,06. Of this sum 2255,33 is paid for the support and relief of 
the 325 intemperate poor and their families, and only $291,32 is paid 
for those who are known to be temperate*— being more than three- 
fourths of the pauper expenditure chargeable to intemperance, and 
about one- tenth for the support of those known to be temperate. 

The total criminal expenditure of the County the past year, as 
above stated, is $8910,63 and taking the Jail expenditures for two 
years as the data, $8484 therefore is chargeable to intemperance. 

Of the total expenditures for all county purposes, the past year — be- 
ing $12,288 — $8484 therof is paid for the safe keeping and feeding 
intemperate offenders, and for the arrest, examination and trial of in- 
temperate trespassers and disturbers of the peace, being nearly I of the 
whole county expenditure. The whole criminal expenditure of the 
County, and the aggregate pauper expenditure of all the towns in the 
10 
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comity, amount to $15,069, and $13,389 thereof is paid for administer- 
ing criminal justice in the county to Intemperate law breakers, feed- 
ing and securing them, and for the support and relief of the Intemper- 
ate poor and their dependants — being over seven-eighths of the whole 
pauper and criminal expenditure chargeable to Intemperance. 

The Prison Discipline report for 1841 states that crime has decreased 
in proportion to the increase of population. In 13 penitentiaries the 
increase of prisoners was only 86. From these 904 have been dis- 
charged, and only 12 had escaped, 8 of whom were in Kentucky. A- 
mong the causes of insanity, intemperance produced 12 per cent, ill 
health 25, the affections 16, loss of property 4, mesturbation 6. 



IE. (p. 28.) 

EEMABKS OF JOHN TATPAN, ESQ., OP BOSTON, 

At the Opening of the Massachusetts Temperance Union, May 26, 1841. 

One of the first commission merchants in Boston informed me, 
that he was in the habit of receiving large consignments of Holland 
jjin from a house in Philadelphia, and he sold it to the principal dealers 
in this city. He has since been informed by his correspondent, that 
there was not five gallons of pure Holland gin in all his various ship- 
ments, but it was nearly all or his own manufacture, and he. had made 
a fortune by it. It is notorious that all liquors can be so closely imi- 
tated as to deceive the best judges. In Paris, the past winter, an indi- 
vidual was prosecuted, convicted and fined, for making spurious Cham- 
paigne wine. An editor of one of the Paris journals, in giving an 
account of it> remarked — (< It is very cruel to fine a man for making 
Champaigne wine, when not one bottle in a thousand that is sold, is 
unadulterated. 9 ' It is notorious that the wipe imported as Marseilles 
Madeira, is made out of an inferior wine, brandy and other ingredients, 
and that the city of Marseilles has been greatly enriched by the traffic 
in the article. The manufacture of wine is going on now in this city. 
So perfect has the manufacture of wine become, that any kind can be 
so imitated, as to deceive connoisseurs. Even George the Fourth was 
deceived on a certain occasion, when he made a great entertainment, 
by his butler. Dr. Woodward published an account of his visiting a 
man who had broken his leg, and when he had set it, he asked if they 
had any rum in the house. They brought him some, with which he 
wet the bandages; but two days afterwards, he was alarmed when he 
found the heads of the pins which he used in binding it up were cor- 
roded, and on examining the rum which was used, he found it con* 
tained a large portion of oil of vitriol I! . 

In London, the past winter, a man purchased a leg of mutton, and 
finding it black and putrid the next day, he carried it back, and accused 
the butcher of selling him spoilt meat, The butcher denied the 
charge, and pointed him to the mate leg, which was m a perfectly 
sound state, and asked him if he did not stop anywhere, on his way 
home. The man acknowledged that he called in at the Gin Palace, 
and took a glass of spirit, some of which fell upon the leg of mutton, 
the day before, and turned it black; undoubtedly it was partly oil of 
vitriol, 1 

That the Albany ale and beer was made from water drawn from a 
pond in which dead horses, hogs, dogs and cats were decaying, was- 
proved in the action brought by the brewejs against Mr. Delavan, and 
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to be in common use by brewers in that city ; and from it was manu- 
factured that delicious beverage, known as Albany ale. 

Poisonous drugs have been extensively used in the manufacture of 
wine and beer in this country, as has been acknowledged by those who 
have quitted the business. 

Now, if only pure spirits, wine and beer were sold, it would still be 
poison so far as the alcohol in them went ; but as many of you may 
wish to know something of the way in which wine is made— wine, 
that delicious beverage, so enchanting and exhilarating— I will state 
what I saw in passing through the vineyards of France, Italy, and 
Germany. 

During the three and a half months we spent on the continent, we 
witnessed much wine drinking, with considerable use of brandy ; but 
cases of beastly intoxication are much less frequent there than in Ame- 
rica and England. We passed through the finest wine countries in Eu- 
rope, in vintage time ; and witnessed the " treading out of the grapes." 
On an appointed day, all the inhabitants of a hamlet assemble early in 
the morning, and with carts containing baskets, tubs and casks, pro- 
ceed to gather all the grapes, sound, and in every stage of decay, in 
large tubs, resembling in size and cleanliness the tubs in which hogs 
are scalded and dressed in America. When the tub is sufficiently 
filled with grapes, spiders, spiders' webs and flies, a lad jumps into it, 
and drawing up his pantaloons to his middle, commences, sometimes 
with bare feet, and at others with his barn-yard shoes, to jump upon 
the grapes, and force the juice through holes in the centre of the bot- 
tom of the tub into a large tunnel, which is inserted in a cask. When 
the cask is filled, it is rolled away and carted to the village, from 
whence it goes to the wine merchant, and is manufactured, which 
means adulterated, and sent to market. Nothing can be more filthy 
and nauseating than the dirty, slovenly way wine is made, unless it 
maybe the water back of Albanv, of which Mr. Delavan proved they 
made strong beer. Could wine drinkers, who so much extol the cock- 
roach flavor of their wine, in our country, once realize that it probably 
is the spider flavor, they would loathe what they call the pure juice of 
the grape. It is a well-known fact, that no pure wine is exported from 
wine countries, and why it should be believed that there is, when it is 
so notoriously otherwise that even the dealers themselves make no secret 
of their mixtures, passes my comprehension. 

Wine and spirit dealers, of our couutrymen, when abroad, boast of 
their mixtures at home ; and the idea of any pure spirits, brandy or 
wine, is absurd, when it can be so easily counterfeited and passed off 
as genuine. v » 

CHAMPAGNE. 

Extract from a letter written by a distinguished physician and chemist 
of the city of New York, to E. C. Delavan,* 

" Are you aware that the greater part of the Champagne wine* 
* imported,' {so called,) is nothing but a solution of sugar of lead and 
sugar, with whisky and fixed air ? I have seen a bottle analyzed to- 
day, which contained a quarter of an ounce of lead, and not a particle 
of wine in it And still this stuff is guzzled down as if it was nectar, 
and all for fashion's sake. Ninety-nine hundredths of all the wine 
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drank in this country, is made in it- The process generally pawed 
is— take whisky ana pass it through charcoal, and extract all th* oik 
which flavor it, then mix with the various spades of wine they wish 
to make.— Color, with burnt sugar." 

N. (P. 28.) 

The noble steamers on the New York and Providence line have 
closed their, bars, and are receiving for it justly the thanks and congratu- 
lations of the public 

At a meeting recently held on board the Massachusetts, Dr. Codman 
in the chair, the following resolution was adopted. 

Resolved, That we hall with joy the progress of the temperance 
cause in this country at the present time, and feel it to be a just matter 
of congratulation, that in accordance with the spirit of the age, the 
traffic in intoxicating liquors has been discontinued on board this 
steamer, and all those of the line with which she is connected. 

Several other large steamers that run east from Boston have given 
up their bars. 

During the late extraordinary movements at Boston, Mr. BouteU,the 
keeper of the National Hotel, was so impressed with the evils of in- 
toxicating liquor in a public house, as to come to the conclusion to 
banish it at once, and forever from his premises. The following is an 
extract from a letter sent by him to the President of the Washington 
Temperance Society. 

Boston, Afay 21st, 1841. 
S. F. HoLBRooK, Esq. 

Dear Sir,— For a great number of years, 1 have been in the habit of 
selling and drinking spirituous liquors. I have long been aware of the 
evil it has inflicted, pot only upon myself, but upon the community ; 
and, until recently, I have never had the fortitude to resist the tide, 
which was fast overflowing me. I now feel that I have conquered 
my worst enemy,' and trust I shall never again be defeated by him. 
This is the first time intemperance has ever been attacked in the right 
way* The most inveterate drunkard, is, in many cases, the most be- 
nevolent and kind-hearted man. In some cases, he is the most intelli- 
gent Those who are often the most intemperate* are the most libe- 
ral My own experience has taught me tnis. Having for so many 
years been the keeper of a public house, both in this and another city, 
i do not exaggerate, when I say that those who drink the most are 
the most benevolent. I have hardly seen an instance where an indi- 
vidual (like those of whom I have spoken) drink alone. It is always 
" hale fellow well met." w Let us take a little something togther," 
is the universal saying among those who are in the halit of drinking. 
Nothing but perseverance will brine about the reformation which we 
have commenced. We must work day and night in this glorious 
cause, which is the cause of virtue, of morality, of learning, of good 
government, and, in fine, the cause of God ! My friends are doing 
every thing for me that I can ask ; and in few weeks I hope to see my 
house filled with temperance boarders, who will take " the long pull, 
the strong pull, and the pull altogether, ,, in this glorious cause. My 
friends all greet me with pleasure* and all assure me of their confidence 
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and support. I am sometimesastonished to tee to many of them who 
have got the start of me in this cause. I find men? have joined out 
society, who, a few years ago, Would hare mmle4 had they been asked 
to join such a cause. These are true and substantial men— men in 
whom the most implicit confidence may be placed. 

Gentlemen of the Society, permit me to say a word to you byway 
of encouragement. You are engaged in a most righteous work. You 
have before you a great work yet to do. On you depends the result 
whether Boston, which is the first and foremost in every good work, 
shall take the lead in the cause of Temperance. 

O. (p. 31,) 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN TEMPERANCE S0CI1TT. 

The Tenth Annual Meeting of this Society was held in May. Dur- 
ing the year the committee had rendered thenledffe an optional act on 
the part of persons enrolling themselres as members* making the pe- 
cuniary subscription the only test. 

The Report presented the following facts as evidence of the progress 
of Temperance in Great Britain and Ireland. The quantity of malt 
used by the brewers, publicans, and beer-shopkeepers of England, Ire- 
land, and Scotland, was 776,785 bushels less than in the year 1839. Of 
distilled spirits of all kinds there was duty paid for consumption in Eng- 
land, on 11,817,926 gallons, being 255,488 less than 1839 ; Scotland, 
6,271,496 gallons, being 30,329 less than 1839; Ireland, 7,427,604 gal- 
lons, being 3,420,605 less than 1839. 

BRITISH AND FOREIGN SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF INTEMPERANCE. 

The annual meeting of this society was held in the Great Room, 
Exeter Hall, on Wednesday evening, May 5. The hall was filled at an 
early hour. The platform was crowded with ministers and gentlemen 
from the metropolis, and various parts of the country, including the 
leading members of the two great total abstinence societies, namely, 
the above society, and the New British and Foreign Society. At six 
o'clock, the President, and the Right Hon. Earl Stanhope, took the 
chair, amidst the acclamations of the audience. 

After prayer for the Divine blessing, by the Rev. George Evans, Mr. 
J. W. Green read an abstract of the report. Ninety auxiliaries were 
now in connection with the Society, in which were about forty thou- 
sand members, more than four thousand of whom had been reclaimed 
from habits of gross intemperance. About two hundred ministers of 
various denominations were in union with the society, besides about 
seven hundred persons who were engaged in advocating gratuitously 
the principle by which they had been benefited. Some thousands had 
been brought under regular religious instruction, many of whom had 
been admitted into Christian churches. 

NEW BRITISH AND FOREIGN TBMPERANCR SOCIETY. 

The new British and Foreign Temperance Society held its anniver- 
sary at Exeter Hall May 17. J. Dunlop, Esq. in the Chair. The Hall 
was densely crowded in every part, and never did the platforms pre- 
sent such an array of sterling temperance talent, character and influ- 
ence. The Secretary read the Fifth Annual Report. £1952 had been 
received in donations, and, £1273 for publications. The Report stated 
that intemperance was the chief cause of existing crime and pauper- 
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ism, and dwelt on total abstinence from all that intoxicates at the only 
remedy; it pointed oat the beneficial effects which on almost, ten 
thousand times ten thousand honest hearts had been wrought by this 

Erinciple, and it contained accounts of hundreds of societies established 
>r the promotion of the cause. Powerful but unsuccessful efforts were 
made to unite the two societies on the short pledge ; — the members of 
this society feeling it to be their duty to adhere to the American pledge 
which excludes the traffic and giving liquor to others. 

Of the forty counties in England, more than half hare been strongly 
agitated by tetotalism; but its spread has.been chiefly in Lancashire, 
Buckingham, Cornwall, Cumberland, Devonshire, Lincolnshire, Mid- 
dlesex, Norfolk and Suffolk. The reformation of drunkards has ever 
formed a prominent part of the work, and more than 30,000 have been 
the fruit. One sixth of these have become members of Christian 
churches. In London more than fifty meetings have been held weekly. 
Agriculturists, sailors, carpenters, shopkeepers, fishermen, bricklayers, 
stone masons, sawyers, nursery men, and medical gentlemen, have 
extensively borne testimony to the excellence of the temperance prin- 
ciple. The increase of individual and domestic comfort among the 
working classes, from the adoption of the pledge, is immense. A so- 
ciety has been established in London to abrogate the arbitrary com- 
pulsory drinking usages, and there is prospect of a protective fund to 
defend workmen who are driven from the shops because they will not 
drink. 

In Wales, tetotalism is considered so inseparably connected with the 
advancement of religion, that it is viewed as a Divine dispensation to 
expel the crying sin of drunkenness from the land, and ministers have 
been the chief instruments of advancing it, and they are gathering into 
their churches an immense harvest of men who were once drunken 
characters. 

The last Report of the Western Scottish Temperance Union is a 
deeply interesting and important document. It gives reports from 110 
societies, containing 61,905 enrolled members, embracing 16 medical 
men, and 42 ministers of the Gospel. 170 persons are mentioned as 
having relinquished the traffic ' Mr. Law has performed an efficient 
tour through nearly all the towns of Scotland. At Glasgow, 60 meet- 
ings have been held weekly. A series of sermons by popular preach- 
ers have been preached during the winter at Glasgow on successive 
Sabbath evenings; and great preparations are making for a tempe- 
rance procession in June. 15,000 Catholics have there signed the 
temperance pledge, 4,000 of whom marched the streets under tempe- 
rance banners on New Year's day. 

P. (p. 31.) 

PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE IN MONTREAL. 

The number of members added to this society during the past year 
is 402, exclusive of 168 soldiers who were admitted as a branch society. 
The number which has been lost by death, removal, or inconsistency, 
is not known. 

A very great impetus has been given to the temperance cause within 
the past year by the powerful advocacy of the Rev. P. Phelan, a Ro- 
man Catholic priest of this city, who has delivered many excellent 
addresses and exhortations on the subject to his congregation, and has, 
succeeded in forming a society or about 3000 members, which includes 
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a great proportion of our fellow citizens of Irish origin in this city, as 
well as many from the surrounding country. We regret to add that 
this society is not strictly tetotal ; out a large portion of its members 
act as if it were, and drinking is diminished to a great extent 

The Committee have also much satisfaction in stating that an im- 
pulse has been received from a heretofore unexpected quarter, namely, 
the brethren of French origin, whose attention has been turned to the 
subject of temperance by the Bishop of Nancy and some other ecclesi- 
astics. The lectures and exhortations of these influential men, have 
resulted in the formation of a well organized society of nearly 3000 
members in this city, the influence and example of which are felt and 
imitated in the country places around. This society, like the last, is 
not tetotal, but it has had the effect to render drinking less reputable, 
and greatly to diminish the quantity of liquor consumed in the mean- 
time ; and will lead to the adoption of total abstinence principles. 

PROGRESS IN QUEBEC. 

The cause of total abstinence has made rapid progress in this city 
during the last winter. Last season at this penod there were not 
over 250 tetotalers ; now there are over 6000, and additions are mak- 
ing daily. Meetings of an interesting character are held frequently, 
and the principles are generally understood and approved by the most 
respectable class of the community. Many most notorious drunkards 
have been reformed. In the country the Catholic priests seem vieing 
with each other in zealous efforts to promote this glorious cause. 
Thousands of Canadians have joined societies. There is certainly a 
mighty revolution in the land.— Letter to Cor. Sec. A. T. U. 

HALIFAX, N. 8. 

Extract from the Report of the Committee of the Temperance Society 
oftluLt place, May 7, 1841. 

" The Committee submit their report at the close of a year, distin- 
guished for unexampled success to the cause of Temperance. A short 
time before the commencement of their period of office, a marked im- 
provement had taken place in the addition. of your society: the meet- 
ings, which for a long time previous were exceedingly discouraging, 
had become better attended, and signs of returning vigor had begun to 
appear in the renewed exertions of members. The prosperity which 
had thus commenced, has throughout the year advanced with ready 
and uninterrupted progress. During that period upwards of four hun- 
dred and twenty persons joined your society, so tnat the number of 
names now on the book amounts to upwards of six hundred and fifty ; 
of those who have lately joined. 

" Your Committee are happy to state that the greater proportion 
are now on the principle of total abstinence. 

" Your Committee rejoice to state, that this success, great as it is, 
bears but a small proportion to that which has attended the cause of 
temperance in Halifax, through the instrumentality of another society. 
They notice with unfeigned satisfaction that the St. Marv's Society, 
established during the past winter, numbers over 3,300 of their fellow- 
townsmen. They have also much pleasure in noticing that a society 
forming a branch to the present has been established, and is now in 
active operation under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. Breare; it 
numbers upwards of one hundred and twenty members, over one hun- 
dred of whom, are on the principle of total abstinence." 
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•f. JOHNS, NEW f&TOfBWXCK* 

Snv-*Since I last had the pleasure of addressing yon, the Temper- 
ance Cause has rapidly advanced in this city and other parts of this 
province. The principles appear to be better understood now than 
lormerly. I beg to remark that the first Total Abstinence Society 
formed in Europe or America, was formed in this city, 25th May, 
1833, and has advanced with more or less success op to the present 
time, and out of a population of 28,000, we have three Societies formed 
with 2,850 members, or a tenth of the whole city. 

TEMFBBANGE IN HOLLAND. 

The Annual Report of the Temperance Society of Rotterdam, of 
which G. H. Eshuys is President, C. O. Jurrecviti, Vice President and 
J. Deyll, Secretary, presented in January, 1841, describes the work of 
temperance in Holland as in its infancy, having scanty funds and com- 
paratively but few friends. The amount of members is fifteen only 
above the number of the former year. The society holds corres- 
pondence, and has received encouraging communications from Weener 
and East Friesland, where the cause is patronized by the Prince Hesse, 
aided by ministers and literary gentlemen — also from the New York 
State Temperance Society at Albany— also from the " Conseil Central 
de salubrite publique de Srussel." The pamphlet contains an Address 
from the President, in which he pleads the cause and urges the prac- 
tice of total abstinence, by which he hopes a prevailing and blessed 
state of temperance will be produced. 

A tract published by the Society, called " the Golden Cross," is in- 
tended for the young, and is a pleasant dialogue between " Klaas Van 
Oorschot and fearend Bakker, representing the downward course of 
intemperance of the former, and the persevering efforts of the latter, 
by which ultimately his friend was saved from the disgrace, distress 
and ruin of the poor drunkard. It illustrates two important facts — the 
danger of presumptuously trusting to good intentions when we are 
unwilling to bind ourselves by sacred pledges — and the happy result of 
faithful, affectionate and persevering efforts to reclaim a friend from 
the way of destruction. Van Oorschot, once a poor drunkard, was re* 
stored to comfort, respectability, usefulness, and his family by his 
friend Baker. 

TETOLALISM JLT THE CAPE. 

A Cape paper, the OrahanCs Town Journal, of January 14th, con* 
tains a very interesting report of the second Anniversary Meeting of 
the colored members of the Port Elizabeth Total Abstinence Society. 
It took place in a large school-room connected with Union Chapel, 
which was very neatly ornamented by the Natives. After they had 
partaken of cake and tea, their pastor addressed them in Dutch,ontne 
evils of Intemperance; on the conclusion of this gentleman's address, 
a Kafir stood up to tell his artless tale to the listened crowd, and he was 
followed by other speakers, Hottentots, a Fingo, a Bechuand, and a 
man who was formerly a slave, all of them speaking in an unembar- 
rassed manner. The writer of the account, says, (( that all their cloth- 
ing was good and neat, and some even sreateel." The dress of him 
who had been a slave, was " a handsome superfine blue cloth coat 
with gilt buttons, white waistcoat, trowsers, and linen which perfectly 
corresponded" This meeting of Aborigines amounted to about two 
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hundred in number, and surely it must hart gladdened the heart of 
any feeling and Christian man to hare beheld so many fellow-creatures 
rescued from the dominion of Heathenism and Intemperance. 

LAUNCESTON, (V*N DIEMAN's LAND.) 

In a paper of a late date from Launceston, Van Dieman's Land, 
there is a report of a meeting of the Lonnceston Temperance Society, 
which took place in the Infant School-room, Octeper 27. There were 
between 300 and 400 persons present The Veneradle the Archdeacon 
of Bombay was in the chair, and after a prayer had been offered up by 
the Rev. Charles Price, the Archdeacon spoke for two hours. The 
report of his speech occupies two columns of the Launceston Adver- 
tiser, and it appears that a considerable portion of it was taken up in 
demonstating the superiority of tetotalism to moderation, which the 
speaker triumphantly effected. At the conclusion of the Archdeacon's 
address, which seems to have been very effective, the Rev. C. Price, 
the Rev. H. Dowling, Mr. Sberlin, and Mr. Allcock addressed the meet- 
ing, and at the conclusion several signed the Pledge. 

TEMPERANCE IN THE WEST INDIES. 

In the report of the Scottish Missionary Society for 1840, we have 
the following notice of a temperance society in one of its stations in 
Jamaica : 

" It is now upwards of four years since the temperance society in 
connection with Hampden congregation was formed. It is said to be 
the first established in Jamaica ; and every year has witnessed its in- 
creasing prosperity and usefulness. It is divided into two branches — 
the adult and the juvenile. During the past year, 239 members have 
been added to the former, and 64 to the latter, making together 303. 
The whole number of members is now no fewer than 1195, and of 
these, about 200 have adopted the principle of total abstinence from 
wine and malt liquors, as well as from ardent spirit ; but this has hap- 
pily occasioned no division among them, every one being left at perfect 
liberty to adopt the principles either of the temperance or of the absti- 
nence society, as he thinks proper. 



0> (P- 31.) 

The department of state has published certain commercial regula- 
tions enacted by the kings and chiefs of Fegee group of islands, among 
which there is one that forbids all trading in spirituous liquors, and all 
landing of these articles are forbidden. Any person offending is sub- 
jected to a fine of twenty-five dollars, and the vessel to which he be- 
longs shall be denied all refreshments. Spirituous liquors found on 
shore to be seized and destroyed. 

The commander of our exploring expedition, who procured this 
enactment, has covered himself with imperishable laurels. 

A missionary at the Sandwich Islands, bears also most honorable 
testimony to the commander of the exploring expedition. 

October 14th, 1840. 

The exploring squadron is now here, and captain Hudson is exerting 
a most happy influence. He addressed our church (native) a few days 
ago with good effect, and made some pointed remarks on the subject 
of intemperance. Oh that the Pacific were full of such men— mission- 
aries would meet with fewer difficulties, and be relieved of many a 
heavy burden. 

11 
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Since the visit of the French Frigate to these Islands, rum, under 
the name of French brandies is flowing in, threatening the peace and 
prosperity of the inhabitants. A missionary, Rev. Mr. Armstrong, 
writes, under date of Oct. 13th, 1840— 

" We are called now to take the open field, guard every point, and 
spare no effort to foil the enemy. Some thirty-five members of this 
church have fallen in consequence of rum: most of them, however, 
profess repentance and a desire to return to duty." 

Another missionary, Dr. Andrews, mentions the arrival of a vessel 
at the Islands bringing four French papal ecclesiastics, and a cargo of 
intoxicating liquors, and that a portion of both the passengers and 
cargo had round their way to Eailua. He says : — 

The effect of the latter has been the downfall of two foreigners who 
had forsaken their cups and given satisfactory evidence of a change of 
heart, one of them for years, and had been admitted to the church. 
There has also been more intoxication, both among foreigners and 
natives, than there has been before for years. I am not aware that 
any native church member has been intoxicated. 

The Mariners' Church, in Boston, now numbers 150 members. Of 
these more than one half are males, and of this half two-thirds were 
once inebriates. The Windward Anchor Temperance Society, con- 
nected with the Home, numbers, 254 members, pledged to total absti- 
nence from all intoxicating drinks. The New York Marine Tempe- 
rance Society numbers over 4000 members. It holds regular monthly 
meetings, which are very spirited. 

Temperance Meeting at the Cleveland Bethel, Ohio.— At the last meet- 
ing at the Chapel on the subject of temperance, so much interest was 
manifested, that, by an unanimous vote of the Assembly, it was re- 
solved to hold another meeting of similar character on Thursday even- 
ing of this week. Since that meeting, at least a score of sailors have 
signed the " tetotal pledge," through the influence of their shipmates. 
Among them were " all hands" and cabin boy of the brig Queen Char- 
lotte. 

Last Sabbath we had in our harbor 75 sail of vessels carrying freight :', 
including the ship Superior, one or two brigs, &e., beside steamers and 
" small craft," yet among the whole the crews of only one or two 
were found at work. One " set of hands" we understand was dis- 
charged because they would not work, it being the Sabbath. Extra 
seats were used in the Chapel in the evening, but the sailors com- 
plained of the heat, and many of them took their stand on the stoop 
where they could have fresh air. 



R. (p. 32.) 

THE COST OF INTEMPERANCE COMPARED WITH THE COST OF SOME OTHER 

THINGS. 

Extract from a Sermon preached at Brooklyn, on Sunday evening, the 
15th February, by Rev. I. S. Spencer. 
Intemperance is a very costly vice. The annual cost of ardent 
spirits still consumed in our country is not less than 38,000,000 dol- 
lars. This is more than the whole usual expense of our national 
government. And this is not the whole cost of the intemperance of 
our land. The trials of intemperate criminals, and the support of in- 
temperate convicts, and furnishing jails and state-prisons for them, 
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annually coat the country six million*. The pauperism occasioned by 
intemperance costs the country annually, the sum of, at least, two 
millions and a half. The annual cost of wine, for eleven years, has 
been four millions, at least. Strong beer costs, at least, one million. 
The loss of time through idleness occasioned by intemperance, and the 
unnecessary lawsuits that grow out of it, should probably be reckoned 
almost equal to one-eighth of all the rest. But since it is not easy to 
determine these last amounts, I pass them by* 

And now if we add together the cost of— 
Distilled spirits, ... . $38,000000, 

Wines, ... . . 4,000000 

Srongbeer, .... . 1,000,000 

Pauperism occasioned by intemperance, . . 2,500,000 

Criminal prosecutions, support of intemperate con- 
victs, interest on the cost of public prisons, . 2,000,000 

We have the enormous sum of . . . $50,500,000 

which this vice annually costs for its support ! All this, aside from 
idleness, and civil law-suits, and private charity. Here is a direct tax 
of $3 apiece for evert/ man, woman, and child in the nation, to be paid 
annually, if this vice continues to prevail, as it has. What a tax! 
There is not an iron-handed despotism on earth which would dare to 
tax men so ! 
Compare this with the cost of some other things. 
Now the American Bible Society, during the whole 24 years of its 
operation, has not cost the country so much as the strong drink con- 
sumed in the country costs now, — (after all the diminution since the 
reformation began,) IN 17 DAYS ! 

The American Board received in five years, . $889,879 56 

Paid for foreign liquors in five years, . . 8,455,345 20 

(Estimating at one dollar per gallon,) which is for six 

months, . . . . . 845,534 00 

The consumption of foreign liquors, therefore, sends nearly as much 
money out of the country in six months, as the American Board for 
Foreign Missions in five years ! 

If we had the income of five of the most prominent benevolent 
societies of our land— 

The American Bible Society, (1840, sales and donat- 
ions,) $97,355 09 

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 

Missions, ..... 241,691 05 

The American Home Missionary Society, . . 78,345 19 

The American Tract Society, (sales and donations,) . 117,596 16 
The American Education Society, . . . 51,963 50 

Making a total of, $586,950 99 

we should not have enough to pay the direct cost of the spirituous 
liquors consumed in our country in five days! If we had the whole 
income of the American Board of Commission for For- 
eign Missions, . . . . . . $2,753,605 65 

during its thirty-one years of operation ; 
American Bible Society, . . . . 1,889,648 02 

during its twenty four-years operations ; 
American Tract Society, . , . < . . 1,107,670 71 

during its fifteen years of operation ; 
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; Socket 86Tf,740 01 

durkg its fourtetn yean operation; , 

Ju»erk» Education Society, . 807,969 00 

during itt twenty^ive year* operation ; 
we should not have enough to pay the direct on* of strong drink in 
out land ibrMj^Nr <Jayt/ 

The 363 mike of the Erie canal cost, . . $10,731,595 

The 97 miles of the Chenango canal, . 2,009,582 

The 76 miles of the Champiain eanaX . . 1,179,872 

Making a total oft »13,921,04& 

These are the three great works of the State. But the costs of the 
spirituous liquors consumed in our nation would pay every cent for the 
whole of them in FOUR MONTHS ! And here this proud " Empire 
State" has been embarrassing herself with this debt for 24 years ! and 
it is not paid yet ! 

I find by the legislative reports that, 
The common school fund of the State of New York is, $5,038,807 

The literature fund, 268,777 

The bank fund, 253,406 

Making, ...... $2,555,990 

The whole capital of these three important funds would not pay the 
cost of the strong drink consumed in the country in THENT Y-FTVE 
DAYS! 

The New York and Erie Railroad is another magnificent project. 
Its length will be about 446 miles. It will cost about 9,000,000 of dol- 
lars. The legislature, thought the company would do well, if they 
met the vast expense and finished the work in 20 years. But if those 
who use strong drink in our land would give the money it costs them, 
to buy this stock, they would pay every cent of it,— not in 20 years, but 
IN 12 WEEKS. 

Another heavy matter of expense near by us, is the project of sup- 
plying the city of New York with pure water, by means of intro- 
ducing the Croton river. Probably, when the work shall be completed, 
we shall find its cost has amounted to $11,000,000. The cost of these 
liquors, in the city of New York alone, would pay every cent of this 
vast expense in less than 15 years ! (Cold water for the city costs 
much, but it is cheaper than rum.) But probably, that debt will not 
be paid in four times fifteen years ! 

The war with England, from 1812 to 1815, was an expensive and 
bloody one. It plunged the nation into debt, and cost the lives of men 
akin on the " high places of the field." But during tJtose very years 
the habits of drinking cost the country more money, and killed more 
men ! Man for man, and dollar for dollar, the drinking was worse 
than the war! 

Let the wheels of the temperance reformation roll on and save the 
cost of intoxicating drinks, and what may not be done for the nation 
and the world ? 
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